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partisan messaging that she knows has
zero chance of ever becoming law.

Speaker PELOSI’s partisan legislating
must come to an end, and we must get
back to working together in the inter-
est of the American people.

——
12 DAYS OF SALT

(Ms. SHERRILL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SHERRILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of the taxpayers of
New Jersey. There are 12 days left in
the legislative calendar, and I urge the
House to close 2019 by lifting the cap
on the State and local tax deduction
cap, or SALT.

I will be here on the floor every day
this holiday season highlighting the
impact of SALT on my constituents
and on Americans across the country
for the 12 days of SALT.

And on this first day of SALT my
constituents have said to me that
SALT is the number one concern they
have. I meet teachers, firefighters,
homeowners, and small business own-
ers who owed thousands more on their
taxes this year as a result of the $10,000
deduction cap.

Capping SALT deductions is an at-
tack on New Jersey residents, busi-
nesses, homeowners, and unfairly im-
poses a marriage penalty on couples
filing jointly. It is an attack on States
that invest in their communities—in-
vestments in roads, libraries, schools,
first responders, and teachers.

So I urge my colleagues to pass
SALT legislation immediately and to
stop double taxing hardworking Ameri-
cans.

——————

THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC IS A
PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to discuss
H.R. 5249, the Supporting Healthy Out-
comes for Mothers and Infants Act. I
am proud to cosponsor this bill along-
side my colleague, Congressman DAVID
TRONE.

The opioid epidemic is a public
health crisis. It does not discriminate.
Opioid abuse impacts all of our com-
munities, and sadly, expectant mothers
and children are particularly wvulner-
able.

This bill will help address the crisis
by properly investing in opportunities
for both education and prevention.
Equally important, the bill works to
destigmatize addiction and rightfully
treat it as an illness.

Specifically, the Supporting Healthy
Outcomes for Mothers and Infants Act
instructs the Health and Human Serv-
ices Secretary and the Agriculture Sec-
retary to develop evidence-based nutri-
tion education material for WIC-eligi-
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ble pregnant women and caregivers to
infants impacted by neonatal absti-
nence syndrome.

It ensures WIC conducts outreach to
those who may be eligible for the pro-
gram or impacted by substance abuse
disorder.

Lastly, the bill makes any nutrition
education and training materials de-
veloped available to State agencies
through an online clearinghouse.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to urge my
colleagues to cosponsor and support
H.R. 5249.

————

RURAL COMMUNITIES FACE DAN-
GERS FROM ILLICIT DRUG TRAF-
FICKING

(Mr. RIGGLEMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RIGGLEMAN. Mr. Speaker,
“Right under your nose: A Mexican
cartel turned this rural area into a hid-
den cocaine hub,” reads the headline
from over the weekend from our news-
paper in southern Virginia.

This article goes on to explain how a
drug cartel has smuggled super pure
meth, cocaine, heroin, fentanyl, and
other drugs throughout the southern
Virginia countryside.

I have spoken on this floor about the
dangers our rural communities face
from illicit drug trafficking, and now
in my district, Mexican cartels, famous
for their extreme violence, are tearing
local communities to shreds.

I have taken action. I voted to pro-
vide funding that will help CBP agents
stop drugs at the border. Securing our
border cuts the head off the snake of
these violent cartels. I have aided local
law enforcement and pushed for drug
trafficking designations in my district,
and I have worked to fund treatment
programs that help those battling ad-
diction.

We need to fight back against drug
trafficking and take back the commu-
nities we call home.

———
RECOGNIZING MURRAY POOLE

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Mr. Mur-
ray Poole, who is retiring after 54 years
of covering local sports in the news in
towns across coastal Georgia.

The long-time sports editor of The
Brunswick News, Mr. Poole was known
throughout the Golden Isles as both
fair and supportive of all the local
players and the teams. Mr. Poole sim-
ply never wrote a bad word about any-
one.

Mr. Poole interviewed nearly every
major sports star who came through
the Golden Isles, including Mickey
Mantle, Davis Love III, and Adam
Wainwright, and made it a point to ask
them only feel-good questions.
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But more importantly, Mr. Poole
gave his undivided attention to local
sporting events. Murray would high-
light everyone from the high school re-
gion championship golf team to the
second-string freshman football player.

Mr. Poole’s journalism in the Golden
Isles is simply irreplaceable.

Mr. Speaker, may Mr. Poole enjoy
his retirement. We thank him for his
service to our community.

HONORING DR. BARBARA JONES

(Mr. WESTERMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor Dr. Barbara Jones
on her retirement from South Arkan-
sas Community College.

Dr. Jones has served as the President
of South Arkansas Community College
for more than 10 years and has always
been dedicated to promoting higher
education.

Dr. Jones brought an impressive re-
sume to south Arkansas with a back-
ground in health science and edu-
cational leadership. She has served on
the American Association of Commu-
nity Colleges Board of Directors as well
as several other professional edu-
cational organizations.

Prior to Barbara entering the colle-
giate sphere, she worked as a labora-
tory scientist for 22 years in both hos-
pitals and medical facilities. Young
people in Arkansas are becoming lead-
ers in their schools and communities,
and Dr. Jones played a huge role in
many of their lives.

Working in higher education can
often be a thankless job, but Dr. Jones
was a tireless force for over a decade.
By encouraging students in both STEM
fields and others, Barbara dem-
onstrated commitment to learning
skills for a lifelong career.

Dr. Jones will be greatly missed by
the students and alumni of South Ar-
kansas Community College.

We wish her and her family all the
best as she retires. It is with great
pride that I honor Dr. Jones.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2534, INSIDER TRADING
PROHIBITION ACT, AND RELAT-
ING TO CONSIDERATION OF H.
CON. RES. 77, DIRECTING THE
PRESIDENT PURSUANT TO SEC-
TION 5(C) OF THE WAR POWERS
RESOLUTION TO REMOVE
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES
FROM HOSTILITIES IN THE SYR-
IAN ARAB REPUBLIC THAT HAVE
NOT BEEN AUTHORIZED BY CON-
GRESS

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 739 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 739

Resolved, That at any time after adoption

of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
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