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TRIBUTE FOR MOHAMMED
CHOWDHURY

HON. MAX ROSE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 5, 2019

Mr. ROSE of New York. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Mohammed K. Chowdhury,
a Staten Island resident. Mr. Chowdhury is an
activist, community organizer, and civil servant
who has spent his life fighting to make the
world a better place.

Mr. Chowdhury was born in rural Ban-
gladesh. Beginning as a college student, he
fought to better the lives of rural Bangladeshis
in a whole host of areas, including education,
infrastructure, healthcare, and communica-
tions. He also pushed for democratic reforms,
fighting against autocratic government and en-
suring that everyone would have the right to
vote.

Upon moving to the United States, Mr.
Chowdhury did not stop trying to better his
communities. He has served as a civil servant
in both the New York City and New York State
systems. In both jobs, he was an active union
member. He currently serves as the Council
Leader for the New York State Public Employ-
ees Federation (PEF) Division 349.

Mr. Chowdhury has consistently fought on
behalf of Staten Island’s South Asian commu-
nity. In 2015, he became the Staten Island
Chapter Secretary of the Alliance of South
Asian American Labor (ASAAL) in 2015. By
2016, he had risen to become the National
Secretary of the ASAAL. Under his leadership,
ASAAL has grown to include 12 chapters
across five states.

Mr. Chowdhury’s work to raise the voice for
the voiceless and build coalitions between
labor and community organizations should
serve as an example to all of us. With a vision
for the future, a desire to bring people to-
gether, and a tenacious work ethic, we truly
can enact change.

So, Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues in
the House to join me in honoring Mohammed
Chowdhury’s work to make communities
across the world, from Staten Island to rural
Bangladesh, a better place.

————

CELEBRATING TELEGRAM NEWS-
PAPER’S 7 YEARS OF LOCAL
JOURNALISM

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 5, 2019

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
tribute to the Telegram Newspaper, a local
paper serving the Wayne County communities
of Detroit, Ecorse, and River Rouge.

Founded in 1944, the Telegram is a multi-
cultural community newspaper that is distrib-
uted weekly with the goal of connecting citi-

zens within the region by publishing informa-
tion that educates, enlightens, uplifts and em-
powers its readers. The Telegram has been in
continuous publication since its inception and
continues to be unique in its approach to pro-
viding news the community turns to for local,
state and national information.

We are especially proud of the Telegram’s
legacy as an African American-owned and run
business and its outstanding commitment to
the communities it serves. Their staff has de-
veloped partnerships with local schools, busi-
nesses, non-profit organizations, and city gov-
ernments. They also participate in volunteer
opportunities and provide media sponsorships
for community events. The Telegram is help-
ing to prepare the next generation of media
personnel by establishing internship programs
with local colleges & high schools. They ex-
pose youth to newspapers through the News-
papers in Education Program and Write Steps
Internship Program.

Please join me in saluting publisher Gina
Steward and the Telegram Newspaper for
seventy-five years of local reporting.

——

IN MEMORY OF MR. LARRY N.
WOFFORD

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 5, 2019

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, it
is with a heavy heart and solemn remem-
brance that | rise to pay tribute to a great man
and dear friend of longstanding, Mr. Larry N.
Wofford. Larry passed away on Tuesday, De-
cember 3, 2019, and a funeral service will be
held on Saturday, December 7, 2019, at 11:00
a.m. at the Chapel of Vance Brooks Funeral
Home in Phenix City, Alabama.

A native son of Columbus, Georgia, Larry
was born on August 1, 1944, to the union of
the late Claude Newton Wofford and Zola
Coker Wofford. He was retired from AT&T
where he faithfully worked for over 47 years.
During his distinguished career, he served as
President, Communication Workers of America
(CWA) Local No. 3212 for over 38 years;
President, CWA Retirees for over five years;
member of five Bargaining Committees; mem-
ber of Telephone Pioneers of America; Presi-
dent, Chattahoochee Valley Labor Council for
four years; and was actively involved with the
Georgia Sheriff's Youth Homes in LaGrange,
Georgia for over 25 years. Former Congress-
woman Shirley Chisholm once said that “Serv-
ice is the rent that we pay for the space that
we occupy here on this earth.” Larry paid his
rent and he paid it well!

He will be remembered for his insightful and
optimistic spirit, his passion for helping others,
and his immense love for his family. He leaves
behind a great legacy in how life should be
lived and warm cherished memories in the
lives of those who knew him.

While he was preceded in death by his par-
ents, he is survived by his loving wife, Sue,

and a host of family, friends, and colleagues
in the labor movement, who will miss him
dearly. On a personal note, | am proud to
have called Larry my friend. He was always
encouraging and supportive of my career in
the Georgia General Assembly and in the
United States Congress and | will be forever
grateful for his friendship, advice, and counsel
over the years.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me, along with my wife, Vivian; and the more
than 730,000 residents of Georgia’s Second
Congressional District in saluting Mr. Larry N.
Wofford for his lifelong dedication to serving
working men and women and humankind in
general. | would also like to ask my colleagues
in the House to join us in extending our deep-
est sympathies to Larry’s family, friends, and
loved ones during this difficult time. We pray
that they will be consoled and comforted by an
abiding faith and the Holy Spirit in the days,
weeks, and months ahead.

———

RETIREMENT OF MS. PAULA
KOCHER BARNES

HON. JOHN LEWIS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 5, 2019

Mr. LEWIS. Madam Speaker, today, | rise to
recognize Ms. Paula Kocher Barnes on her re-
tirement from the Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) and for her decades
of public service.

For over 40 years, Ms. Barnes served our
country—most recently as deputy associate
general counsel for the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) in the Office of
the General Counsel located in Georgia’s Fifth
Congressional District.

It took some time for Ms. Barnes to make
her way to our wonderful city. A native daugh-
ter of lowa, Ms. Barnes completed her under-
graduate degree at Coe College in Cedar
Rapids. She continued her studies at Emory
University’s School of Law, where | believe
Metro Atlanta infused her spirit. Ms. Barnes
began a career in federal service at the De-
partment of Education in 1980 and joined the
HHS Office of the General Counsel in the Re-
gion IV Atlanta Office a couple of years later.

After five years in the regional office, Ms.
Barnes transitioned to the CDC’s Agency for
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry
(ATSDR), where she continued her federal ca-
reer for the next 32 years. During her tenure
with the ATSDR, Ms. Barnes served on the
front lines of implementing policy at the inter-
section of environment and health policy, an
issue that is near and dear to my heart. As an
attorney-advisor, Ms. Barnes worked to imple-
ment the Superfund Amendments and Reau-
thorization Act, a monumental bill which be-
came public law the same year that | was
elected to Congress.

As a senior attorney, Ms. Barnes continued
this important effort by providing key counsel
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