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Barr Gosar Norman
Bass Hunter Porter
Byrne Kinzinger Serrano
Cartwright Larson (CT) Shimkus
Emmer Marchant
Gabbard McHenry
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So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker,
on Friday, December 6, 2019, | was unfortu-
nately not present for roll call votes 653
through 654, in order to attend a funeral. If |
had been present for these votes, | would
have voted:

Nay on roll call vote 653 on the motion to
recommit with instructions.

Yea on roll call vote 654 on the passage of
H.R. 4.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
PRESSLEY). The Chair will remind all
persons in the gallery that they are
here as guests of the House and that
any manifestation of approval or dis-
approval of proceedings is in violation
of the rules of the House.

————
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(Mr. SCALISE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, I rise
for the purpose of inquiring of the ma-
jority leader the schedule for the week
to come, and I yield to the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. HOYER), my col-
league and friend.

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding, and
I apologize for a little bit of lateness
here.

On Monday, Madam Speaker, the
House will meet at 12 p.m. for morning
hour debate and 2 p.m. for legislative
business with votes postponed until
6:30 p.m.

On Tuesday and Wednesday, the
House will meet at 10 a.m. for morning
hour debate and 12 p.m. for legislative
business.

On Thursday, the House will meet at
9 a.m. for legislative business. Mem-
bers are advised that votes on Thurs-
day could occur later than usual. It is
now approximately 12:30 when Members
could get out. I want to make it clear
that next Thursday we may go later
than the usual time that Members are
expecting to leave.

We will consider several bills, Madam
Speaker, under suspension of the rules.
The complete list of suspension bills
will be announced by the close of busi-
ness today.

The House will consider H.R. 3, the
Elijah E. Cummings Lower Drug Costs
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Now Act. This legislation would lower
prescription drug costs for every Amer-
ican, as well as level the playing field
for American patients and taxpayers.
Last year, House Democrats promised
to lower healthcare costs by lowering
the price of prescription drugs for the
people, and we are proud to deliver on
that promise this coming week.

In addition, Madam Speaker, the
House will consider H.R. 729, the Coast-
al and Great Lakes Communities En-
hancement Act. This bill is a package
of bipartisan legislation that protects
vulnerable coastal and Great Lakes
communities impacted by the climate
crisis.

Lastly, it is possible the House will
consider the NDAA conference report.
Other legislation is possible, as well, as
we come to the close of this first ses-
sion of the Congress of the United
States.

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, I
would like to ask—I know there are a
lot of good-faith negotiations that con-
tinue on the United States-Mexico-
Canada trade agreement, USMCA. We
have been having productive conversa-
tions, meetings, some potential
changes that I know we are negotiating
with the other countries involved, as
well. Does the gentleman have any idea
if we may be close to bringing USMCA
to the floor for a vote?

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman.

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, the an-
swer is, I hope so. As the gentleman
probably knows, we have made some
proposals back. Mr. NEAL has talked to
representatives from the Mexican Gov-
ernment about this and representatives
of the Canadian Government about the
enforcement issue, which has been
somewhat the holdup.

As the gentleman knows, both the
Speaker and I voted for NAFTA. We be-
lieve that what is being worked on now
is an improvement to NAFTA, but it is
only an improvement if you can en-
force its provisions. As the gentleman
knows, over the last two decades plus,
there has been no successful enforce-
ment action issued under the present
NAFTA. When the Speaker and I voted
for NAFTA, we voted for it on the the-
ory that it could be enforced, and there
was a side-bar agreement. Unfortu-
nately, as the gentleman also knows,
the side-bar agreement did not lead to
effective enforcement.

As a result, I know that enforcement
is being discussed by Mr. Lighthizer.
And I want to say that we perceive Mr.
Lighthizer as representing the adminis-
tration and negotiating in good faith
and as an honest broker. We are appre-
ciative of that fact.

But we are now, as I understand it,
and don’t hold me to this, but as I un-
derstand it, we are in discussions with
the Mexican Government as to whether
or not they will agree to some of the
enforcement actions, which implies
there is a general agreement between
the administration and ourselves on
what should be or could be included to
effect enforcement.
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But in answer specifically to the gen-
tleman’s question, I will be very happy
if we can get agreement and bring this
bill to the floor as early as next week,
if it is ready to come.

Now, the problem is, as the gen-
tleman knows, there is a process that
needs to be effected, but I will tell the
gentleman that the Speaker and I both
would like to see this legislation pass
as soon as possible, if, and in the con-
text, we have effective enforcement in-
cluded.

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, I
share the gentleman’s interest in get-
ting this passed as soon as possible.
Clearly, the job benefits to our coun-
try, over 160,000 new jobs will come,
and better trading relationships with
Mexico and Canada when we Dpass
USMCA, as well as the message it
sends to our friends around the world.

There are other countries, Japan,
United Kingdom and others who would
love to negotiate better trade deals
with us, but this has to come first for
us to prove that we can get trade deals
done.

I appreciate that the gentleman and
your side have been working with Am-
bassador Lighthizer. I don’t think
there is anybody who has worked hard-
er and in more good faith than Ambas-
sador Lighthizer. And I am glad that
those talks continue with the Mexican
Government, and, hopefully, we can get
a final agreement that we can then
bring to this floor. And we stand ready
to help deliver the votes to pass that
legislation, hopefully, as soon as pos-
sible, so our country can get those ben-
efits.

I do want to shift gears to talk about
where we are with impeachment, but
specifically, something that came to
light just the other day when the re-
port from Chairman SCHIFF came out.
There were, of course, multiple hear-
ings, public hearings, some in secret,
but at no time did it come up that the
chairman was spying on people, using
phone records and subpoenaing phone
records, that wasn’t discussed in those
conversations in the hearings, and yet,
in the final report, it seemed like there
was very selective targeting of certain
people by the chairman in this listing
of phone records that he had been sub-
poenaing.

From what I have heard, Chairman
SCHIFF has over 3,500 pages of surveil-
lance on people, whether it is members
of the press—which he did spy on mem-
bers of the press—Members of Con-
gress, and who knows who else? It is a
real concern. It is a real concern that
we don’t know what he is doing with
this, why he is doing this. Is it being
used for political retribution? Which is
a serious concern.

But my question to the gentlemen
is—I am not sure if you are aware of
how much data there is out there. I
have heard reports of 3,500 pages of
phone records. How many members of
the press are being spied on by Chair-
man SCHIFF? How many other Members
of Congress are being spied on? And
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