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year. For Christie and for the 30.3 mil-
lion Americans who live with diabetes, 
we must pass H.R. 3 and lower drug 
costs now. 

f 

ADDRESSING PFAS CONTAMINA-
TION AND ITS DEVASTATING EF-
FECTS 
(Mr. DELGADO asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DELGADO. Mr. Speaker, in Sep-
tember, I was named to the National 
Defense Authorization Act conference 
committee, which is tasked with recon-
ciling differences between the House 
and Senate-passed defense authoriza-
tion bills. 

In this role, I believe I would have 
the chance to advocate for provisions 
for PFAS contamination and its dev-
astating effects, which include thyroid 
disease, autoimmune disorders, and 
cancer. The contaminant has wreaked 
havoc in my district, from Hoosick 
Falls to Petersburgh. 

Unfortunately, leaders in both par-
ties ultimately opted to hijack nego-
tiations at the eleventh hour behind 
closed doors and in a disturbingly un-
democratic fashion. In the end, nearly 
every PFAS provision was stripped 
from the agreement. 

While I am pleased that my bipar-
tisan legislation requiring PFAS 
chemicals to be listed on the EPA’s 
Toxic Release Inventory was ulti-
mately included, I am, nonetheless, 
deeply frustrated by an incredibly 
flawed process completely void of 
transparency. 

For this reason, I decided not to sign 
the final conference report. I expected 
more from this process, and I am quite 
certain the American people expect 
more from this body. 

f 

ENSURING MEDICATION IS 
ACCESSIBLE 

(Mr. MORELLE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, our Na-
tion faces an alarming crisis: The cost 
of prescription drugs continues to rise, 
placing a dangerous burden on Amer-
ican families, especially our older citi-
zens. That is why, this week, the House 
is taking action to lower the cost of 
lifesaving medication individuals need 
to survive by passing H.R. 3, the Elijah 
Cummings Lower Drug Costs Now Act. 

I am especially proud this landmark 
legislation will include a provision I 
authored with my colleagues, Con-
gressman ROSE and Congressman 
VEASEY, to help reduce Medicare part 
D costs for low-income seniors. 

H.R. 3 will finally allow Medicare to 
negotiate drug costs, and our provision 
will ensure the cost savings go right 
back to supporting Medicare recipients 
by expanding access to programs that 
lower out-of-pocket expenses for vul-
nerable adults and individuals with dis-
abilities. 

We must continue working to im-
prove our healthcare system, and this 
marks an important step forward in en-
suring medication is accessible and af-
fordable for everyday Americans. 

f 

REMEMBERING CARLOS GREGORIO 
HERNANDEZ VASQUEZ 

(Ms. BROWNLEY of California asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. 
Speaker, his name was Carlos Gregorio 
Hernandez Vasquez. He was 16. He was 
sick with the flu, so sick with the flu 
that he passed out. He was being de-
tained by U.S. Border Patrol. He laid 
on the floor of his cell for hours with-
out a single person coming to help him. 
He spent hours, until he died, on the 
floor alone. 

When CBP detained him, they were 
responsible for his well-being. We were 
responsible for his well-being, and we 
failed him. 

Some say we must create a deterrent 
from children fleeing their home coun-
try. I ask, Mr. President, is this deter-
rent enough for you? 

Our country was founded on the prin-
ciple that human rights are universal 
rights. It is at the very core of our Con-
stitution, our democracy, and it is why 
this democratic experiment endures. 
Without it, we are nothing. 

f 

12 DAYS OF SALT 

(Ms. SHERRILL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. SHERRILL. Mr. Speaker, on the 
fifth day of SALT, my constituents 
have said to me that the SALT cap has 
hit the values of their homes and 
forced them to even sometimes sell 
their property. 

A constituent recently shared that, 
when he bought his home, his father- 
in-law patted him on the back and told 
him he had done a great job, but last 
year he had to sell that home where he 
had raised his three children because 
he could no longer afford it. 

Not only did my constituent have to 
move, but he had to sell his home for 
less than it was worth. He drew a direct 
link to the 2017 tax bill’s SALT deduc-
tion cap. 

This constituent is not alone. A 
Moody’s economist found that the 
SALT cap has taken a trillion-dollar 
hit to home values. And nowhere is 
that felt more than in my district. 

Mr. Speaker, Essex County is the 
most impacted county in the entire 
country, with an average 11.3 percent 
drop in home values. But counties in 
Texas, New York, Illinois, and Con-
necticut all rank in the top 30. 

Homeownership is the pillar of the 
American Dream. The Federal Govern-
ment should not be putting up barriers 
to owning a home. We need to get rid of 
this SALT cap and stop punishing 
homeowners. 
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 729, TRIBAL COASTAL 
RESILIENCY ACT 

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 748 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 748 
Resolved, That any time after adoption of 

this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant to 
clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the House 
resolved into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 729) to amend the 
Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 to au-
thorize grants to Indian Tribes to further 
achievement of Tribal coastal zone objec-
tives, and for other purposes. The first read-
ing of the bill shall be dispensed with. All 
points of order against consideration of the 
bill are waived. General debate shall be con-
fined to the bill and amendments specified in 
this section and shall not exceed one hour 
equally divided and controlled by the chair 
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. After general 
debate the bill shall be considered for 
amendment under the five-minute rule. An 
amendment in the nature of a substitute 
consisting of the text of Rules Committee 
Print 116–40 shall be considered as adopted in 
the House and in the Committee of the 
Whole. The bill, as amended, shall be consid-
ered as the original bill for the purpose of 
further amendment under the five-minute 
rule and shall be considered as read. All 
points of order against provisions in the bill, 
as amended, are waived. 

SEC. 2. (a) No further amendment to the 
bill, as amended, shall be in order except 
those printed in the report of the Committee 
on Rules accompanying this resolution and 
amendments en bloc described in section 3 of 
this resolution. 

(b) Each further amendment printed in the 
report of the Committee on Rules shall be 
considered only in the order printed in the 
report, may be offered only by a Member des-
ignated in the report, shall be considered as 
read, shall be debatable for the time speci-
fied in the report equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an opponent, 
shall not be subject to amendment, and shall 
not be subject to a demand for division of the 
question in the House or in the Committee of 
the Whole. 

(c) All points of order against the further 
amendments printed in the report of the 
Committee on Rules or amendments en bloc 
described in section 3 of this resolution are 
waived. 

SEC. 3. It shall be in order at any time for 
the chair of the Committee on Natural Re-
sources or his designee to offer amendments 
en bloc consisting of amendments printed in 
the report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution not earlier disposed 
of. Amendments en bloc offered pursuant to 
this section shall be considered as read, shall 
be debatable for 20 minutes equally divided 
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Natural 
Resources or their designees, shall not be 
subject to amendment, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question 
in the House or in the Committee of the 
Whole. 

SEC. 4. At the conclusion of consideration 
of the bill for amendment the Committee 
shall rise and report the bill to the House 
with such further amendments as may have 
been adopted. The previous question shall be 
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