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HONORING 100 YEARS OF THE 
BOLL WEEVIL MONUMENT IN EN-
TERPRISE, ALABAMA 

HON. MARTHA ROBY 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 11, 2019 

Mrs. ROBY. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and celebrate the 100th Anniversary of 
the Boll Weevil Monument in the City of Enter-
prise, Alabama. 

In 1882, John Henry Carmichael founded 
the city of Enterprise. Early on, Enterprise 
thrived primarily due to agriculture, specifically 
the cotton crop. Cotton was the catalyst that 
spurred the development of water and electric 
systems, the growth of the schools, and the 
opening of new businesses in the community. 
Enterprise, Alabama like many other towns 
and cities emerging in the southern United 
States, were economically dependent on the 
prosperity of the cotton crop. 

The Boll Weevil, a small insect native to 
Mexico, made its way to the southern United 
States in the early 1900s, devastating cotton 
buds and destroying the viability of the crop 
along the way. Enterprise was not spared, as 
the Boll Weevil ravished Coffee County’s cot-
ton production and the city’s agricultural foun-
dation. The farmers and families of Enterprise 
suffered greatly from this economic blow, but 
they remained determined and solution-ori-
ented. 

In pursuit of relief from the economic hard-
ship for the citizens of Enterprise, banker H.M. 
Sessions, county Agent John Pittman, and sci-
entist Dr. George Washington Carver encour-
aged agricultural diversification. With favorable 
soil and weather conditions, relief came in the 
form of peanut seeds, which were brought to 
Enterprise in 1916 and grown by local farmer, 
C.W. Baston. In just one year, the peanut in-
dustry exploded in Enterprise, yielding over 
five million dollars and making the city a top 
peanut producer nationwide. 

The Boll Weevil Monument that many in the 
community pass by every day was erected to 
recognize the role of the Boll Weevil in trans-
forming Enterprise and compelling its citizens 
to ‘‘triumph over adversity.’’ This central monu-
ment symbolizes the adaptability, resiliency, 
and determination that embody the character 
of Enterprise and its citizens, past and 
present. 

Madam Speaker, it is my privilege to join my 
constituents and the residents of Enterprise to 
honor the centennial of the Boll Weevil Monu-
ment on Main Street. This monument stands 
as a reminder to us all of what can be accom-
plished in the face of adversity. I am proud 
and forever grateful to represent this city and 
the people of the Second Congressional Dis-
trict in the United States House of Represent-
atives. 

RECOGNIZING SUPERVISOR 
LAURENCE CRABTREE 

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 11, 2019 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to recognize Supervisor Laurence Crabtree, 
who is retiring after 50 years of service as an 
indispensable steward of our forests. 

Laurence’s passion for forest service began 
in his teenage years, when he worked as a 
smokechaser in a youth employment program 
at Clearwater National Forest in 1969. After 
working in a variety of seasonal positions as 
a firefighter, timber cruiser, and forester, Lau-
rence spent twenty years as a District Timber 
Management Officer and District Resource Of-
ficer on Lassen National Forest. 

After serving as a District Ranger at 
Humbolt-Toiyabe and Modoc National Forests, 
followed by two years at Plumas National For-
est, Laurence took his skills to my congres-
sional district, serving as Forest Supervisor of 
the Eldorado National Forest for more than six 
years. Indeed, Laurence has spent his life as 
an ardent servant of our forests and the mil-
lions of Americans who visit them each year. 

Laurence was an explorer of our lands just 
as he was a protector, and his list of accom-
plishments speaks volume to his work. He dis-
covered a rare moth in the Sierras that had 
not been seen for 140 years, then discovered 
a new moth in Nevada, aptly named 
Pelochrista crabtreei. He was awarded a Proc-
lamation of Commendation from the Lassen 
County Board of Supervisors for his commu-
nity involvement as the Big Valley District 
Ranger, as well as a Quality Step Increase for 
‘‘furthering the trust and collaborative relation-
ships with Central Nevada Counties and 
Tribes.’’ One of his proudest accomplishments 
was dedicating the Olympic Training Center at 
Echo Summit in El Dorado County as a Cali-
fornia Historical Landmark to honor the special 
site used for training by America’s top ath-
letes. 

As wildfires ravaged nearly every corner of 
California, Laurence was at the forefront of 
making our forests environmentally sound and 
recreationally accommodating. Following the 
2014 King Fire, Laurence’s role as an Agency 
Administrator contributed immensely to the 
King Fire Restoration Project, which quickly 
began a complete reforestation process. His 
work over the past six years in particular has 
led Eldorado National Forest to become a re-
gional leader in timber production and haz-
ardous fuel treatment. He has received mul-
tiple certificates of merit for excellence in lead-
ership and management, highlighting his devo-
tion to protecting the communities and unique 
wildlife that make our western forests so spe-
cial. 

Laurence’s passion for serving his commu-
nity extends beyond the forests. In both Cali-
fornia and Nevada, Laurence served on 
school boards and chambers of commerce. 

Now, Laurence and his wife Denice will be re-
turning to Big Valley, where he will undoubt-
edly continue his active involvement with his 
community while also spending more time with 
his family. 

Gifford Pinchot was explicit in his first 
maxim for foresters, ‘‘A public official is there 
to serve the public and not run them.’’ Lau-
rence Crabtree has done just that for 50 
years, and I thank him for decades of devotion 
to safeguarding our national forests for the 
use and enjoyment of the American people. 
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HONORING MR. GREGORY RICH 

HON. JIMMY GOMEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 11, 2019 

Mr. GOMEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mr. Gregory Rich, who after a 40- 
year career is retiring from the global 
healthcare company, Grifols. As a long-
standing company executive, Greg has dedi-
cated his professional life to serving patients 
through an unwavering commitment to excel-
lence, integrity, and innovation. 

My congressional district in Los Angeles is 
home to one of Grifols’ three plasma-thera-
peutics manufacturing facilities and U.S. cor-
porate offices. This is where Greg has spent 
the majority of his career. Greg’s tenure in Los 
Angeles was marked by major investments in 
Grifols’ facilities, the local community and 
most importantly, the people of El Sereno and 
surrounding neighborhoods. 

A native of southern California, Greg grad-
uated from California State Polytechnic Uni-
versity in Pomona, California with a Bachelor 
of Science degree in accounting and data 
processing. Greg began his career as an audi-
tor with Touche, Ross & Company, and later 
joined Alpha Therapeutic Corporation as direc-
tor of corporate planning. Greg then relocated 
to Barcelona, Spain, to facilitate the com-
pany’s joint venture with Laboratory Grifols, 
serving as the assistant director of finance. 
Greg was promoted to the position of Co- 
President of Laboratory Grifols, and remained 
in this position until returning to Alpha Thera-
peutic Corporation as vice president and gen-
eral manager of international operations. He 
later became senior vice president and gen-
eral manager for the parent company of Alpha 
Therapeutic Corporation. 

In 2001, Greg became president and chief 
executive officer of Grifols USA, and currently 
serves as President and CEO of Grifols 
Shared Services North America, Inc. Through-
out his tenure with Grifols and its predecessor 
companies, Greg has exemplified a culture of 
service to his colleagues in the U.S, Spain, 
and around the world. His collegiality and 
dedication to the values and mission of the 
company will be missed. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Greg and his wife Debo-
rah on a remarkable career. We wish them 
every success in the future. 
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