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HONORING VIDAL DÁVILA 

HON. DUSTY JOHNSON 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 11, 2019 

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize and honor 
Vidal Dávila for his retirement from the Na-
tional Park Service after almost forty-five years 
of service. 

Mr. Dávila has been a passionate servant 
for our nation’s national parks his entire life. 
He grew up regularly visiting national parks, 
cultivating a passion for protecting and pre-
serving public lands from a young age. 

Mr. Dávila has served in an impressive 
number of public lands across the United 
States, including Texas’ Amistad Recreation 
Area, Texas’ Big Bend National Park, and 
Texas’ Guadalupe Mountains National Park. 
He also served in the Southwest Regional Of-
fice in New Mexico, the Great Basin National 
Park in Nevada, and, of course, South Dako-
ta’s Wind Cave National Park. 

Wind Cave has greatly benefited from Mr. 
Dávila’s leadership over the past twelve years. 
Mr. Dávila became Wind Cave’s super-
intendent in 2007 and was awarded Super-
intendent of the Year for Natural Resources by 
the Midwest Regional Director for his hard 
work and dedication to the park. He also has 
served as a member of the NPS Midwest Re-
gional Office Bison Leadership Team since 
2013 where he helped facilitate coordination 
between bison parks and National Park Serv-
ice leadership. 

I commend Mr. Dávila for his outstanding 
record of service, dedication, and hard work. I 
extend my deepest congratulations to Vidal 
Dávila for his contributions to South Dakota 
and our nation’s parks. 
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RECOGNIZING THE IOTA CHAPTER 
OF PHI BETA SIGMA FRATER-
NITY INCORPORATED ON THEIR 
100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 11, 2019 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the 100th anniversary of the Iota 
Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Incor-
porated. The Iota Chapter was chartered on 
December 11, 1919, on the historic campus of 
Shaw University, making it the first Greek-let-
tered organization at Shaw, the ninth chapter 
in the history of Phi Beta Sigma, and the sec-
ond chapter in North Carolina. 

The Iota Chapter was founded by Jesse W. 
Lewis, who eventually became the fraternity’s 
seventh International President. Mr. Lewis 
wanted to organize a Greek-lettered fraternity 
on Shaw’s campus that exemplified the ideals 
of brotherhood, scholarship, and service and 
Phi Beta Sigma was a perfect fit. Sigma broth-
ers to this day, hold deep convictions to use 
Phi Beta Sigma’s ideals to better their commu-
nities. 

The Iota Chapter has produced many promi-
nent alumni who have contributed enormously 
in the fields of medicine, speech pathology, 
education, and dentistry, including my father, 

Dr. G. K. Butterfield, Sr. who entered Shaw in 
September 1919 after fighting in World War 
One. On his 22nd birthday, February 9, 1922, 
he was initiated into the Iota Chapter. My fa-
ther graduated from Shaw in 1922 and grad-
uated from Meharry Medical College as a den-
tist in 1927. He returned to North Carolina, 
married my mother whom he met at Shaw, 
and moved to Wilson, North Carolina where 
he remained until he passed away at the age 
of 95. During his lifetime, my father was active 
in Phi Beta Sigma and became a well-re-
spected civil rights leader in our hometown, 
and was even elected to the Wilson City 
Council in 1953 during the dark days of seg-
regation. 

Shaw University was the first historically 
Black institution of higher education in North 
Carolina and is among the oldest historically 
black colleges and universities (HBCU) in the 
nation. In many ways, Shaw, with the help of 
the Iota Chapter, has been an institutional pio-
neer for civil rights. During the 1960’s, Shaw 
and members of the Iota Chapter were lead-
ers of numerous marches and demonstrations 
that took place on the streets of Raleigh and 
across North Carolina in the fight for civil 
rights and the end of segregation. 

Phi Beta Sigma has blossomed into an 
international organization of leaders. No longer 
a singular entity, members of the Fraternity 
have been instrumental in the establishment of 
the Phi Beta Sigma National Foundation, the 
Phi Beta Sigma Federal Credit Union, and the 
Fraternity’s sister organization, the Zeta Phi 
Beta Sorority, which was founded in 1920. 

Madam Speaker, to this day, the Iota Chap-
ter continues to be a vital chapter of Phi Beta 
Sigma and a leading role model for community 
service in North Carolina. I ask my colleagues 
to join me in celebrating the Iota Chapter of 
Phi Beta Sigma on its centennial. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. A. DONALD McEACHIN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 11, 2019 

Mr. MCEACHIN. Madam Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained on December 9, 2019 dur-
ing roll call no. 655, On Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Pass, H.R. 4761, DHS Opioid De-
tection Resilience Act. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ I was also unavoid-
ably detained during roll call no. 656, On Mo-
tion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, H.R. 
4739, Synthetic Opioid Exposure Prevention 
and Training Act. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

HAPPY 10TH BIRTHDAY TO THE 
SUGAR LAND LOCATION OF THE 
HOUSTON MUSEUM OF NATURAL 
SCIENCE 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 11, 2019 

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Houston Museum of Natural 
Science at Sugar Land as they celebrate their 
tenth birthday. 

Inspiring and encouraging minds both young 
and old to learn about how our world works 
helps make us a smarter, more educated soci-
ety. The Houston Museum of Natural Science 
at Sugar Land does just that—sparking inspi-
ration within the minds of the visitors that walk 
through its halls and exhibits. 

This year marks this institution’s tenth birth-
day—a milestone achievement for a museum. 
From their Space Science collection and the 
Hall of Paleontology to the newly-added Hall 
of Technology, the Houston Museum of Nat-
ural Science at Sugar Land has facilitated the 
education and growth of countless people in 
TX–22. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to the Houston Museum of Natural Science at 
Sugar Land on their tenth birthday. Here’s to 
many years ahead inspiring people of all ages 
to learn more about our world. 
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RECOGNIZING LIEUTENANT COM-
MANDER CHRISTOPHER 
RAGSDALE 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 11, 2019 

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize those men and women 
who continue to serve this great Nation with 
honor—men such as Lieutenant Commander 
(LCDR) Christopher Ragsdale, United States 
Navy. 

For the past year, LCDR Ragsdale served 
on my staff as a Congressional Defense Fel-
low. A 2007 graduate of the United States 
Naval Academy, LCDR Ragsdale is a proud 
Surface Warfare Officer who served in MCM 
Crew BULWARK and onboard USS COM-
STOCK (LSD–45) and USS BENFOLD (DDG– 
65). During his assignment in my office, LCDR 
Ragsdale provided senior-level input for de-
fense, veterans, foreign affairs and intelligence 
matters. Additionally, he executed his work as 
a liaison to the constituents of Virginia’s First 
Congressional District with distinction. 

Furthermore, LCDR Ragsdale provided ex-
ceptional support to me as a staff liaison to 
the House Armed Services Committee in my 
role as the Seapower and Projection Forces 
Subcommittee Ranking Member. LCDR 
Ragsdale dutifully provided me with guidance 
on what the Navy’s path forward should be in 
critical areas such as training, readiness, and 
manning. His recent experience in the surface 
community was invaluable to my work in Con-
gress. 

As the Co-Chair of the Congressional Ship-
building Caucus and the Co-Chair of the 
Navy-Marine Corps Caucus, I relied on LCDR 
Ragsdale to organize quarterly events with 
government, military, and private sector lead-
ers. These events allowed key decisionmakers 
to work together for the advancement of our 
future Naval Officers as well as the construc-
tion and repair of the ships on which they will 
serve. 

LCDR Ragsdale also directly contributed to 
my goal of providing excellent constituent 
service to the people of the First District. He 
was responsible for bringing numerous con-
stituent inquiries to a successful conclusion, 
and he leveraged his personal and operational 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:57 Dec 12, 2019 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K11DE8.004 E11DEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

X
C

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-05-13T16:17:26-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




