December 11, 2019

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION
The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, December 11,
2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, De-
cember 11, 2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
hearing.
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
The Committee on Indian Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, December
11, 2019, at 2:30 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing on the nomination of Michael D.
Weahkee, of New Mexico, to be Direc-
tor of the Indian Health Service, De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices.
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
The Committee on Indian Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, December
11, 2019, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, December
11, 2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing.
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
The Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, December 11, 2019, at 2
p.m., to conduct a hearing on the nomi-
nation of Jovita Carranza, of Illinois,
to be Administrator of the Small Busi-
ness Administration.

————
PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Geoffrey Clift,
a Navy fellow in Senator CRUZ’s office,
be granted floor privileges for the re-
mainder of the Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Kelly
McManus, a military fellow in my of-
fice, be granted floor privileges
through the end of Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Leighton
Grant, who is the military fellow in
our office and has been this last year,
be granted floor privileges for the re-
mainder of the Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
APPOINTMENT

PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair, on

behalf of the President pro tempore

and upon the recommodation of the
majority leader, pursuant to Public
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Law 98-183, as amended by Public Law
103-419, appoints the following indi-
vidual to the United States Commis-
sion on Civil Rights: Gail Heriot of
California.

———

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S. 3009

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand there is a bill at the desk
due for a second reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
second time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 3009) to provide for a period of
continuing appropriations in the event of a
lapse in appropriations under the normal ap-
propriations process, and establish proce-
dures and consequences in the event of a fail-
ure to enact appropriations.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, in
order to place the bill on the calendar
under the provisions of rule XIV, I
would object to further proceedings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be
placed on the calendar.

————

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
DECEMBER 12, 2019

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 10 a.m., Thursday, De-
cember 12; further, that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, morning business
be closed, and the Senate proceed to
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Skipwith nomination
under the previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following the remarks
of Senators CARPER and WHITEHOUSE.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Delaware.

————

DELAWARE DAY AND
HEALTHCARE ENROLLMENT

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I rise
this evening with a very important re-
minder for many Delawareans and for
all Americans, but before I do that, I
want to say that today is December 11,
and 4 days ago was December 7. A lot of
people think of December 7 as Pearl
Harbor Day, and for many years of my
life, I did as well. It is also Delaware
Day. Senator CHRIS COONS, LISA BLUNT
ROCHESTER, and I are hosting a recep-
tion on Capitol Hill today, and we call
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it ““A Taste of Delaware.”” We are invit-
ing folks to come and join us if they
would like.

The reason I mention Delaware Day
is because that was actually the day
Delaware became the first State to rat-
ify the Constitution. For 1 whole week,
we were the entire United States of
America. We kind of opened things up
and let the rest of the other 49 States
in, and I think it has worked out pretty
well most days since then.

If you look at the preamble of the
Constitution, it starts off with these
words: ‘“We the people of these United
States, in order to form a more perfect
Union.” That is what it says. It doesn’t
say ‘“‘to form a perfect Union; it says
“to form a more perfect Union.” It
goes on to talk about the public wel-
fare and how we should be looking out
for the good of all our citizens.

The Constitution was ratified in a
place called the Golden Fleece Tavern
in Dover, DE, on December 7, 1787,
after 3 days of deliberation by about 25
or so Delawareans.

There is a fellow who used to be
President of Delaware—now we call
him Governor of Delaware—a fellow
named Caesar Rodney, who apparently
literally rode his horse from Dover,
DE, a few years earlier, past very near
to where the Golden Fleece Tavern
stood for many years. He rode his horse
past the Golden Fleece Tavern on his
way to Philadelphia to cast the tie-
breaking vote in favor of the Declara-
tion of Independence.

The words in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence were largely written by
Thomas Jefferson and include these
words: ‘‘life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.” It is hard to have life, lib-
erty, and much happiness without ac-
cess to good healthcare or without
good health.

I mention these words because that
goes back to the founding of our coun-
try, the Declaration of Independence
and the Constitution itself particu-
larly, the preamble of the Constitution,
which makes clear that we ought to be
looking out for the welfare of our peo-
ple.

I stand before us today reminding us
that if we don’t have good health and if
we don’t have access to healthcare, it
is pretty hard to be happy, at least for
a lifetime.

I say that as sort of a preface to what
I want to say now, which is that not
everybody who is eligible for
healthcare who needs healthcare is
covered. We have a lot of people who
get their healthcare from employer-
provided plans. We have 300 million
people in all who get healthcare cov-
erage in this country—half of them
from employer-provided plans, about 25
percent from Medicaid, about 15 per-
cent from Medicare—and there is about
another 10 percent who in some cases
don’t have any coverage. About 20 mil-
lion people have no coverage.

A lot of people now get their cov-
erage from exchanges. Every State has
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