December 12, 2019

21st Congressional District, | would like to
thank him for his dedicated and unwavering
commitment to public service. As Trooper
Spadaro closes this chapter of his life, | have
the utmost confidence that he will continue to
admirably serve the community and | wish him
the very best in all future endeavors.
—

IN RECOGNITION OF THOMAS E.
TAYLOR, P.E.

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2019

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Thomas E. Taylor as he re-
tires after 30 years as Executive Director for
the Upper Trinity Regional Water District
(UTRWD). Over the course of his career, he
planned, directed, advanced and ultimately de-
livered UTRWD as a critical regional water
supply system for the majority of the UTRWD
member cities and other customers across
Denton County.

Mr. Taylor graduated with honors from the
University of Arkansas with a degree in civil
engineering. After graduation, he joined the
City of Dallas as an entry-level engineer and
rose through the ranks to become the young-
est department head at the city, serving as
head of three different departments. As Direc-
tor of Dallas Water Utilities from 1980 to 1986,
he managed retail services for Dallas, plus
wholesale water and wastewater services for
25 other cities. He was also responsible for
adding two new water supply reservoirs to the
system.

Subsequently, Mr. Taylor helmed the Steer-
ing Committee to create a Master Plan for the
future regional water supply needs of commu-
nities in the Denton County area. The plan in-
cluded securing legislative approval for a new
county-wide wholesale utility special district.
Supported by many entities, the Upper Trinity
Regional Water District was approved by the
Texas Legislature June 16, 1989.

Over the past 30 years as Executive Direc-
tor, Taylor has effectively led the development
and growth of UTRWD in meeting the needs
of more than 25 participating communities. He
recruited and developed a top-notch staff to
accomplish UTRWD’s mission to acquire raw
water supplies, implement strategies for treat-
ment, delivery, reclamation and reuse of water
resources. Under his leadership, the organiza-
tion navigated the necessary permitting chal-
lenges to initiate permitting and construction of
Lake Ralph Hall reservoir that will provide one
of the first new water supply lakes necessary
to continue support for the fast-growing com-
munities composing the North Texas region.

Taylor has been honored as one of the
“Top Ten Public Works Leaders in North
America” by the American Works Association.
Also, for his concerted efforts and expertise to
improve the profession of utilities, he was rec-
ognized by the American Water Works Asso-
ciation with the Wiliam T. “Doc” Ballard
Award.

Much of the economic growth and quality of
life enjoyed by the communities in Denton
County and North Texas would have been im-
possible without Tom Taylor's ambition, vision
and work ethic. It is my honor to recognize Mr.
Thomas E. Taylor's commitment as a public
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servant and the legacy he leaves in the form
of UTRWD’s important role in Texas’ incred-
ible economic growth and prosperity.

—————

HONORING BARNEGAT VFW POST
10092

HON. ANDY KIM

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2019

Mr. KIM. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Barnegat, New Jersey Veterans
of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 10092, which re-
cently received a National Outstanding Com-
munity Service Award for their efforts sup-
porting the veterans’ community in Ocean
County.

Over the last several years, the Barnegat
VFW Post 10092 has dedicated itself to being
an active leader in supporting the veterans,
families and students of Barnegat, and Ocean
County community as a whole. Post 10092 of-
fers two scholarships for Barnegat High
School students, and coordinates two essay
contests, the Patriots Pen and the Voice of
Democracy, directed towards high school stu-
dents from the area. In 2017, the Post began
to offer a police, fire and EMS recognition
awards program for Barnegat, a Junior ROTC
recognition awards program for the local high
school, as well as a Christmas in Camouflage
program with the elementary schools. These
programs have succeeded in honoring those
who serve and have engaged the community
with the important work the VFW does every
day.

Recently, the Barnegat VFW Post found that
their neighbors lacked a VFW chapter and so
could not engage in the same VFW programs
that Barnegat residents had. Just this past
year, Post 10092 expanded their programs to
include Stafford Township schools and South-
ern Regional High School. Through this ex-
pansion, the Barnegat Post has lived up to the
VFW’s legacy of service to communities
across our nation.

I'd like to thank the Barnegat VFW Post
10092 for their years of service to the vet-
erans and their families, and to our schools in
Ocean County. | am proud to fight in Con-
gress for the needs of our veterans and
servicemembers, and am proud to work along-
side distinguished colleagues like the men and
women of the VFW Post in Barnegat.

————

HONORING SPECIAL AGENT TONY
ANGELI ON HIS RETIREMENT
FROM THE DRUG ENFORCEMENT
ADMINISTRATION

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2019

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor Special Agent Anthony
“Tony” E. Angeli on his retirement from the
Drug Enforcement Administration.

This past year, Tony served on my Judiciary
Committee staff as a detailee from the DEA.
In total, Tony has served as a detailee for nine
years in this body and in the U.S. Senate.

Both my staff and | have found Tony to be
a diligent and knowledgeable asset to the
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Committee. In his capacity as a detailee, Tony
has played an integral role in shaping public
policy concerning illegal narcotics. This in-
cludes his important role in combatting the
opioid crisis currently gripping our nation.

A former prosecutor, Tony previously pros-
ecuted child abuse cases and juvenile crimes,
and argued multiple appellate cases. He shift-
ed from his career as a prosecutor by entering
the DEA, eventually serving in multiple capac-
ities in the Miami Field Division and at DEA
Headquarters. In Miami, he investigated com-
plex international drug conspiracy cases and
followed up his experience as a line agent by
entering management as a supervisory special
agent overseeing large-scale drug investiga-
tions. Tony then moved into intelligence work,
where he worked with U.S. and foreign intel-
ligence agencies to further DEA’s mission. He
also became an experienced trainer by teach-
ing law enforcement courses to the U.S. State
Department at the International Law Enforce-
ment Academies.

Tony’s experience on Capitol Hill is some-
thing that sets him apart from nearly all federal
law enforcement agents. He contributed to the
development of our nation’s drug policy by
serving on both the House and Senate Judici-
ary Committees, a rare professional combina-
tion for anyone. His law enforcement expertise
made him a go-to expert for other staff and
members of Congress. The country has been
well-served by having a public servant like
Tony offering his knowledge and skills for an
such extended and valuable time in Congress.

| thank Tony for his service to our country,
and | wish him all the best as he transitions
into a new, well-deserved, and exciting phase
of his life.

———

IN HONOR OF THE CITY OF
DARIEN, ILLINOIS’ 50TH BIRTHDAY

HON. SEAN CASTEN

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2019

Mr. CASTEN of lllinois. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to commemorate the 50th birthday
of the city of Darien, lllinois.

On December 13th, 1969 the communities
of Marion Hills, Brookhaven, Farmingdale and
Hinsbrook united to incorporate as the city
Darien. Today, Darien is known as “A Nice
Place to Live,” which perfectly describes this
city.

The area was initially inhabited by the
Potowatami and Ottowa Native Americans
with the surrounding waterways serving as
their trade routes. The farming communities of
Cass and Lace were established along a
stagecoach line in the early 1800s. An inn,
tavern and post office served 15 stagecoaches
that transited the area. Today, Darien con-
tinues to serve as a transportation center with
easy access to the commuter train line, as
well as Interstates 55, 355 and 294.

The six square mile town is home to ap-
proximately 6500 families. Darien is a vibrant,
growing community dedicated to its citizens.
The Indian Prairie Public Library has grown
from a volunteer-operated bookmobile to a
state-of-the-art facility that is a center for
learning and community activities. The Park
District Sportsplex includes three National
Hockey League sized ice rinks as well as an
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