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S. 3044. A bill to amend the American’s 

Water Infrastructure Act of 2018 to expand 
the Indian reservation drinking water pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. JOHNSON (for himself and Ms. 
HASSAN): 

S. 3045. A bill to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to protect United States 
critical infrastructure by ensuring that the 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security 
Agency has the legal tools it needs to notify 
private and public sector entities put at risk 
by cybersecurity vulnerabilities in the net-
works and systems that control critical as-
sets of the United States; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. MERKLEY: 
S. 3046. A bill to amend the Energy Policy 

Act of 2005 to establish a program to provide 
grants and loan guarantees to improve the 
energy efficiency of publicly owned waste-
water treatment facilities, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Mrs. 
CAPITO, and Mr. MANCHIN): 

S. 3047. A bill to amend the Energy Policy 
Act of 2005 to require the Secretary of En-
ergy to establish a carbon technologies pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Ms. 
SINEMA): 

S. 3048. A bill to authorize certain aliens 
seeking asylum to be employed in the United 
States while their applications are being ad-
judicated; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr. 
BURR): 

S. 3049. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for certain 
amendments relating to reporting require-
ments with respect to clinical diagnostic 
laboratory tests, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. TESTER (for himself, Mr. 
THUNE, Mr. BROWN, and Mr. PERDUE): 

S. 3050. A bill to amend the Federal Finan-
cial Institutions Examination Council Act of 
1978 to provide designees of the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs and the Administrator of 
the Rural Housing Service of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture with positions on the 
Appraisal Subcommittee of the Federal Fi-
nancial Institutions Examination Council; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself and 
Mr. CARPER): 

S. 3051. A bill to improve protections for 
wildlife, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

By Mr. MORAN: 
S.J. Res. 61. A joint resolution approving 

the request of the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs for a waiver under section 1703E(f) of 
title 38, United States Code; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself and 
Mr. SCHUMER): 

S.J. Res. 62. A joint resolution dis-
approving the recommendation of the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration to realign Binghamton, NY (BGM) 
TRACON operations and Elmira, NY (ELM) 
TRACON operations to Wilkes-Barre/Scran-
ton, PA (AVP) TRACON; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. COONS, 
Mr. UDALL, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. KAINE, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MERKLEY, and Mr. 
BOOKER): 

S. Res. 453. A resolution honoring the Em-
ployees of the Department of State and the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. 
CARDIN, Ms. COLLINS, and Mr. KAINE): 

S. Res. 454. A resolution calling for the im-
mediate release of Cuban democracy activist 
Jose Daniel Ferrer and commending the ef-
forts of Jose Daniel Ferrer to promote 
human rights and fundamental freedoms in 
Cuba; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

By Mr. MCCONNELL: 
S. Res. 455. A resolution to authorize rep-

resentation by the Senate Legal Counsel in 
the Case of Richard Arjun Kaul v. Senator 
Charles Schumer, et al; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, 
Mr. CASEY, Mr. BROWN, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. HASSAN, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. MURPHY, Ms. HAR-
RIS, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN, Mr. COONS, Mrs. MURRAY, 
and Ms. HIRONO): 

S. Con. Res. 30. A concurrent resolution 
recognizing the need to improve physical ac-
cess to many federally funded facilities for 
all people of the United States, particularly 
individuals with disabilities; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 133 
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 

names of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW), the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN), the Senator 
from Arkansas (Mr. COTTON), the Sen-
ator from New York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND), 
the Senator from Michigan (Mr. PE-
TERS), the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. 
KENNEDY) and the Senator from Illinois 
(Mr. DURBIN) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 133, a bill to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal, collectively, to the 
United States merchant mariners of 
World War II, in recognition of their 
dedicated and vital service during 
World War II. 

S. 299 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 299, a bill to amend title 
VII of the Public Health Service Act to 
reauthorize programs that support 
interprofessional geriatric education 
and training to develop a geriatric-ca-
pable workforce, improving health out-
comes for a growing and diverse aging 
American population and their fami-
lies, and for other purposes. 

S. 668 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 668, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
waive coinsurance under Medicare for 
colorectal cancer screening tests, re-
gardless of whether therapeutic inter-

vention is required during the screen-
ing. 

S. 685 
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 

of the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. 
KENNEDY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 685, a bill to amend the Inspector 
General Act of 1978 relative to the pow-
ers of the Department of Justice In-
spector General. 

S. 803 
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the 

name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 803, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
store incentives for investments in 
qualified improvement property. 

S. 877 
At the request of Mr. BENNET, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
877, a bill to prohibit the sale of shark 
fins, and for other purposes. 

At the request of Ms. HASSAN, her 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
877, supra. 

S. 903 
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
903, a bill to direct the Secretary of En-
ergy to establish advanced nuclear 
goals, provide for a versatile, reactor- 
based fast neutron source, make avail-
able high-assay, low-enriched uranium 
for research, development, and dem-
onstration of advanced nuclear reactor 
concepts, and for other purposes. 

S. 1032 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

names of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD) and the Senator from 
Wyoming (Mr. ENZI) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1032, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to mod-
ify the definition of income for pur-
poses of determining the tax-exempt 
status of certain corporations. 

S. 1151 
At the request of Mr. SCOTT of Flor-

ida, the name of the Senator from Ne-
vada (Ms. ROSEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1151, a bill to prohibit 
contracting with persons that have 
business operations with the Maduro 
regime, and for other purposes. 

S. 1380 
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1380, a bill to amend the Federal Rules 
of Criminal Procedure to remind pros-
ecutors of their obligations under Su-
preme Court case law. 

S. 1381 
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1381, a bill to modify the 
presumption of service connection for 
veterans who were exposed to herbicide 
agents while serving in the Armed 
Forces in Thailand during the Vietnam 
era, and for other purposes. 

S. 1421 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Ms. 
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ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1421, a bill to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to the 23d Headquarters 
Special Troops and the 3133d Signal 
Service Company in recognition of 
their unique and distinguished service 
as a ‘‘Ghost Army’’ that conducted de-
ception operations in Europe during 
World War II. 

S. 1583 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1583, a bill to amend the Lead-Based 
Paint Poisoning Prevention Act to pro-
vide for additional procedures for fami-
lies with children under the age of 6, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1602 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1602, a bill to amend the 
United States Energy Storage Com-
petitiveness Act of 2007 to establish a 
research, development, and demonstra-
tion program for grid-scale energy 
storage systems, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1657 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
names of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) and the Senator from Col-
orado (Mr. BENNET) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1657, a bill to provide as-
sistance to combat the escalating bur-
den of Lyme disease and other tick and 
vector-borne diseases and disorders. 

S. 1757 

At the request of Ms. ERNST, the 
names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. PERDUE) and the Senator from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1757, a bill to award 
a Congressional Gold Medal, collec-
tively, to the United States Army 
Rangers Veterans of World War II in 
recognition of their extraordinary serv-
ice during World War II. 

S. 1820 

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
the names of the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN) and the Sen-
ator from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 1820, a 
bill to improve the integrity and safety 
of horseracing by requiring a uniform 
anti-doping and medication control 
program to be developed and enforced 
by an independent Horseracing Anti- 
Doping and Medication Control Au-
thority. 

S. 1908 

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
the name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1908, a bill to amend the Richard 
B. Russell National School Lunch Act 
to improve the efficiency of summer 
meals. 

S. 2024 

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 
name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. JONES) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2024, a bill to amend the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 to improve the 

American History for Freedom grant 
program. 

S. 2085 
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2085, a bill to authorize 
the Secretary of Education to award 
grants to eligible entities to carry out 
educational programs about the Holo-
caust, and for other purposes. 

S. 2160 
At the request of Mr. SCOTT of South 

Carolina, the name of the Senator from 
New Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN) was 
added as a cosponsor of S. 2160, a bill to 
require carbon monoxide alarms in cer-
tain federally assisted housing, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2321 
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the 

names of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. JONES) and the Senator from Ne-
vada (Ms. ROSEN) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 2321, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to mint a coin 
in commemoration of the 100th anni-
versary of the establishment of Negro 
Leagues baseball. 

S. 2449 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2449, a bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to require licenses to ac-
quire or receive firearms, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2547 
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2547, a bill to state the policy of the 
United States with respect to the ex-
pansion of cooperation with allies and 
partners in the Indo-Pacific region and 
Europe regarding the People’s Republic 
of China. 

S. 2590 
At the request of Mr. BRAUN, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. COTTON) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2590, a bill to protect the dignity 
of fetal remains, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2615 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2615, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to improve the his-
toric rehabilitation tax credit, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2627 
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 

the name of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added 
as a cosponsor of S. 2627, a bill to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to allow an above-the-line deduc-
tion for attorney fees and costs in con-
nection with civil claim awards. 

S. 2661 
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2661, a bill to amend the Commu-
nications Act of 1934 to designate 9–8-8 

as the universal telephone number for 
the purpose of the national suicide pre-
vention and mental health crisis hot-
line system operating through the Na-
tional Suicide Prevention Lifeline and 
through the Veterans Crisis Line, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2695 
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 

names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) and the Senator 
from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2695, a bill to au-
thorize the Secretary of Agriculture to 
provide for the defense of United States 
agriculture and food through the Na-
tional Bio and Agro-Defense Facility, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2741 
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 

names of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) and the Senator from 
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2741, a bill to amend 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act 
to expand access to telehealth services, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2754 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. PERDUE) and the Senator from 
Alabama (Mr. JONES) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2754, a bill to create jobs 
and drive innovation and economic 
growth in the United States by sup-
porting and promoting the manufac-
ture of next-generation technologies, 
including refrigerants, solvents, fire 
suppressants, foam blowing agents, 
aerosols, and propellants. 

S. 2765 
At the request of Mr. ENZI, the name 

of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. RISCH) 
was added as a cosponsor of S. 2765, a 
bill to improve Federal fiscal controls 
and the congressional budget process. 

S. 2774 
At the request of Ms. MCSALLY, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2774, a bill to direct the 
Attorney General to establish and 
carry out a Veteran Treatment Court 
Program. 

S. 2815 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) and the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. COONS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2815, a bill to require the 
Secretary of the Treasury to mint 
coins in commemoration of the Na-
tional Purple Heart Honor Mission. 

S. 2831 
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the 

names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) and the Senator 
from Nevada (Ms. ROSEN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2831, a bill to amend 
title 51, United States Code, to modify 
the national space grant college and 
fellowship program, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2898 
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 

names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN), the Senator from 
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Arizona (Ms. MCSALLY), the Senator 
from North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN) and 
the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. 
SMITH) were added as cosponsors of S. 
2898, a bill to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to provide for a full annu-
ity supplement for certain air traffic 
controllers. 

S. 2941 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2941, a bill to require the 
Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency to establish a con-
sumer recycling education and out-
reach grant program, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2942 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

names of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) and the Senator from Maine 
(Mr. KING) were added as cosponsors of 
S. 2942, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide that 
certain contributions by government 
entities are treated as contributions to 
capital. 

S. 2949 
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2949, a bill to direct the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to make 
grants to eligible organizations to pro-
vide service dogs to veterans with se-
vere post-traumatic stress disorder, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2976 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms. 
MCSALLY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2976, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide an 
election to advance future child tax 
credits in the year of birth or adoption. 

S. 2989 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2989, a bill to amend title XI of the So-
cial Security Act to clarify the mailing 
requirement relating to social security 
account statements. 

S. 3001 
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3001, a bill to provide for 
certain extensions with respect to the 
Medicare and Medicaid programs under 
titles XVIII and XIX of the Social Se-
curity Act, and for other purposes. 

S. 3004 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Ms. HARRIS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3004, a bill to protect human 
rights and enhance opportunities for 
LGBTI people around the world, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 3016 
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3016, a bill to amend the Fed-

eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to 
ensure that consumers can make in-
formed decisions in choosing between 
meat products such as beef and imita-
tion meat products, and for other pur-
poses. 

S.J. RES. 4 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, his 

name and the names of the Senator 
from New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) 
and the Senator from Massachusetts 
(Mr. MARKEY) were added as cosponsors 
of S.J. Res. 4, a joint resolution requir-
ing the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate or an Act of Congress to suspend, 
terminate, or withdraw the United 
States from the North Atlantic Treaty 
and authorizing related litigation, and 
for other purposes. 

S. RES. 98 
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN, 

the name of the Senator from Alaska 
(Ms. MURKOWSKI) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 98, a resolution es-
tablishing the Congressional Gold Star 
Family Fellowship Program for the 
placement in offices of Senators of 
children, spouses, and siblings of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces who are hos-
tile casualties or who have died from a 
training-related injury. 

S. RES. 371 
At the request of Mr. COONS, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 371, a resolution reaffirming 
the support of the United States for 
the people of the Republic of South 
Sudan and calling on all parties to up-
hold their commitments to peace and 
dialogue as outlined in the 2018 revital-
ized peace agreement. 

S. RES. 385 
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 385, a resolution cele-
brating the 30th anniversary of the fall 
of the Berlin Wall, the reunification of 
both Germany and Europe, and the 
spread of democracy around the world. 

S. RES. 447 
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. GARDNER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 447, a resolution express-
ing serious concern about widespread 
irregularities in Bolivia’s October 20, 
2019, general elections and supporting 
the convening of new elections in Bo-
livia at the earliest possible date. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
LEE, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. 
BOOKER, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
COONS, Ms. HARRIS, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Ms. HIRONO, and 
Mr. LEAHY): 

S. 3035. A bill to provide that the 
amount of time that an elderly of-
fender must serve before being eligible 
for placement in home detention is to 
be reduced by the amount of good time 
credits earned by the prisoner , and for 

other purposes; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3035 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Elderly 
Home Detention Pilot Program Technical 
Corrections Act of 2019’’. 
SEC. 2. CREDITS FOR CERTAIN ELDERLY NON-

VIOLENT OFFENDERS. 
Section 231(g)(5)(A)(ii) of the Second 

Chance Act of 2007 (34 U.S.C. 
60541(g)(5)(A)(ii)) is amended by striking ‘‘to 
which the offender was sentenced’’ and in-
serting ‘‘reduced by any credit toward the 
service of the prisoner’s sentence awarded 
under section 3624(b) of title 18, United 
States Code’’. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 3042. A bill to amend title 46, 

United States Code, to require the Sec-
retary of the department in which the 
Coast Guard is operating to prescribe 
additional regulations to secure the 
safety of individuals and property on 
board certain small passenger vessels, 
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise today to introduce the ‘‘Small Pas-
senger Vessel Safety Act of 2019’’. 

This bill would prevent future trage-
dies like the one that happened on-
board the Conception passenger vessel 
off the coast of Santa Cruz Island, Cali-
fornia. This was the worst maritime 
disaster in modern California history, 
and my thoughts continue to be with 
the victims and their loved ones. 

On September 2, 2019, thirty-four peo-
ple were tragically killed onboard the 
vessel when a fire started while pas-
sengers were sleeping below deck after 
a nighttime swim. The victims of the 
boat fire—thirty-three passengers and 
one crewmember—were athletes, immi-
grants, CEO’s, and students. All were 
united by love of the water, marine 
life, and their adventurous spirit. 

The Conception boat fire was a trag-
edy that must never be allowed to hap-
pen again. Reports indicate the fire 
consumed the boat, including the 
salon, galley compartment, and the aft 
deck, and causes include overloading of 
the electric system, possibly from re-
chargeable devices with lithium ion 
batteries. The lack of an inter-
connected fire alarm system through-
out the vessel meant passengers and 
crew were not made aware of the fire 
until key areas of escape were already 
engulfed. Critical time—time that 
could have saved lives—was lost. This 
bill addresses these issues and poten-
tial causes. 

While investigations by the National 
Transportation Safety Board and the 
Coast Guard are still ongoing, it is 
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