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H.R. 453 aids in this cause by trans-
ferring approximately 76 acres of his-
torically significant lands from the
TVA’s management to the TUnited
States, to be held in trust for the East-
ern Band of Cherokee.

Placing these lands into trust would
give the Eastern Band greater control
over their historic homelands, as well
as the opportunity to memorialize the
history and culture of the Cherokee
people.

Mr. Speaker, I support H.R. 453, and I
urge my colleagues to vote in favor of
this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, the Eastern Band of
Cherokee Indians is a relatively small
Tribe located in the Great Smoky
Mountains of western North Carolina.
The Tribe was opposed to the construc-
tion of the Tellico Dam and, after its
completion in 1979, worked with the
Tennessee Valley Authority regarding
impacted areas that were of historic
significance to the Tribe. The Tribe
currently manages most of these prop-
erties under permanent easements
granted in the mid-1980s as a result of
an informal agreement with TVA.

This bill would permanently transfer
these properties, totaling approxi-
mately 96 acres along the Little Ten-
nessee River and the Tellico Reservoir,
in trust status for the Tribe.

Gaming, pursuant to the Indian Gam-
ing Regulatory Act, would be prohib-
ited. Most of the parcels to be placed in
trust under the bill will be used for me-
morializing and interpreting the his-
tory of the Eastern Band of Cherokee
Indians. The remaining parcels will be
used for recreational trails.

I commend the gentleman from Ten-
nessee (Mr. FLEISCHMANN) for his con-
tinued hard work on this legislation,
which passed the House last Congress
by an overwhelming vote of 383-2. I
hope the Senate will take the oppor-
tunity to pass this worthy legislation
this Congress.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the
measure, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. HAALAND. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
would inquire whether my colleague
has any remaining speakers on his side.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
have one speaker.

Ms. HAALAND. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. FLEISCHMANN).

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in support of my bill, H.R. 453, and
I thank both my Democratic and Re-
publican colleagues for their great,
strong words of encouragement and
support on this long-overdue bill.

Mr. Speaker, the great State of Ten-
nessee gets its name from the historic
Overhill Cherokee village site called

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Tanasi in present-day Monroe County,
Tennessee, one of my 11 counties that I
proudly represent in this, the people’s
House. Tanasi served as the capital of
the Cherokee Nation from as early as
1721 until 1730.

As a result of several misguided Fed-
eral policies, the Cherokee and other
Tribes were forcibly removed from
Tennessee and surrounding States, in-
cluding North Carolina, South Caro-
lina, Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, and
Virginia. This tragic period in Amer-
ican history led to the infamous Trail
of Tears.

My bill, the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Historic Lands Reacquisition Act,
returns important historical land sites
back to the Eastern Band of Cherokee
Indians.

I want the Members of this House to
understand that this was a promise
that was made by the people of Ten-
nessee and the TVA to the Cherokee
decades ago. This is not something
new. The promise was made, and the
promise was not kept.

Many of the Eastern Band remained
in east Tennessee. In other words,
when this forced removal came, they
refused to go. They hid, and then they
came back.

Fortunately, today, the Eastern Band
of Cherokee Indians is a proud Cher-
okee Nation in my district, and this
76.1 acres is their sacred homeland.
This needs to be returned to them.

My district also includes several
areas where Sequoyah was, and still is,
honored by the Cherokee. As we go to
vote, we see her likeness, her image,
her bust here in this Capitol, but that
is something that the Cherokees still
want to honor on this land in Ten-
nessee.

What is so important? This is so im-
portant that TVA, the United States of
America, the great State of Tennessee,
and the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans have all come together to right a
long-term wrong. We will honor and
cherish Cherokee history and Cherokee
traditions with this bill in Monroe
County, Tennessee.

At a time when this House, perhaps
even this Nation, is divided on a lot of
issues, I have received overwhelming
bipartisan support in this House for
this bill, from Republicans and Demo-
crats and from up the hall in the
United States Senate. Senator MARSHA
BLACKBURN, Senator LAMAR ALEX-
ANDER, and Senator THOM TILLIS, Rep-
resentative PHIL ROE, Representative
MARK MEADOWS, and Representative
ToM COLE have all helped us.

Without further ado, Mr. Speaker, I
urge prompt consideration and support
of my bill.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
again commend the gentleman from
Tennessee for his work on this bill. The
Trail of Tears passes through my dis-
trict in Arkansas. Again, this is a long-
overdue bill.

I urge passage of it in the House, and
I urge our friends in the Senate to take
up the bill and pass it, as well.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. HAALAND. Mr. Speaker, I also
wholeheartedly support this legisla-
tion, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port it, as well.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from New Mexico
(Ms. HAALAND) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 453, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
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GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. HAALAND. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3172.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New Mexico?

There was no objection.

————

VOTE TO IMPEACH PRESIDENT
TRUMP

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, the
House of Representatives is vested by
the Constitution with the power of im-
peachment to provide a balance to the
power of the Presidency. Without this
essential duty, the President could ex-
ploit the sacred office without any re-
gard for the law.

On January 3, 2019, every Member of
the House swore an oath to defend our
Constitution, and this week, we are
being asked to do just that.

President Trump tried to undermine
the 2020 election; and when the House
exercised this duty to investigate this
abuse of power, the President refused
to cooperate and forbade his adminis-
tration from doing so, obstructing Con-
gress from carrying out our sworn re-
sponsibility.

If these actions bear no con-
sequences, future Presidents may act
without constraint, and American de-
mocracy will be at an end.

Therefore, compelled by my sworn
duty to defend the Constitution, I will
vote to impeach this President, and I
urge the Senate to remove him from of-
fice.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-

gaging in personalities toward the
President.
————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
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