
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES7108 December 17, 2019 
communities throughout the world, 
with a special focus on improving chil-
dren’s nutrition and education. 

The tragic plane accident that 
claimed the lives of these Idaho sons 
will forever cement the ideals and val-
ues that motivated these men to do 
good where good was needed. 

Idaho said farewell to several great 
men who were not only pillars of the 
community, but also beloved by em-
ployees everywhere. Jim Hansen, Sr., 
and his two sons, Kirk and Jim, Jr., 
were known throughout the world as 
men who were passionate about helping 
others and touching lives wherever 
they went. The Hansen men and chil-
dren who lost their lives in this tragic 
plane accident will be deeply missed, 
but their legacy will not be forgotten.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING VALLEY QUEEN 
CHEESE FACTORY 

∑ Mr. ROUNDS. Madam President, 
today, it is my pleasure to name Valley 
Queen Cheese Factory of Milbank, SD 
as the Senate Small Business of the 
Week. Valley Queen Cheese is a prime 
example of the important role small 
businesses play in their local econo-
mies and communities. 

In 1929, Alfred Nef and Alfred 
Gonzenbach decided Milbank, SD was 
the perfect home for their business and 
founded Valley Queen Cheese. Four 
generations later, Valley Queen re-
mains a family-run operation and is 
still owned by the Nef and Gonzenbach 
families. Today, it operates less than 
half a mile from the original location. 
It is a recognized leader in the South 
Dakota business community and the 
greater dairy industry. Since 2017, 
Doug Wilke has served as CEO of Val-
ley Queen. With guidance from the 
board of directors, he currently over-
sees the largest cheese plant in South 
Dakota and the largest employer in 
Milbank. 

More than 90 percent of all milk Val-
ley Queen uses comes from South Da-
kota cows, and they make a conscious 
effort to continue South Dakota’s lead-
ership in this important industry. 
Thanks to a recent expansion, Valley 
Queen now has the capacity to produce 
200 million pounds of cheese from 2 bil-
lion pounds of milk each year. Their 
cheese can be found in most local gro-
cery stores, as it is sold to some of the 
best-known food brands in the world. 
To meet the growing demand, Valley 
Queen recently invested in a business 
expansion project that increased the 
factory’s output by twenty-five per-
cent. 

Valley Queen is an active leader in 
the Milbank community, where it has 
grown to employ 300 people. In 2017, the 
Valley Queen Charitable Foundation 
was established to advance positive 
change by supporting local organiza-
tions and initiatives. In its first 3 years 
as a nonprofit, the foundation has con-
tributed more than $900,000 to local 
charities that have a community, edu-
cational, or humanitarian focus. Since 

1990, Valley Queen has awarded high 
school and college students over 
$300,000 in scholarships. In addition to 
the business’s own philanthropy, Val-
ley Queen makes an annual contribu-
tion to the Milbank Community Foun-
dation, which seeks to improve the 
quality of life of residents in the com-
munity. 

Valley Queen has been recognized for 
their continuous improvement and ex-
ceptional process control through sev-
eral awards. Earlier this year, Valley 
Queen won two awards and received 
near-perfect marks at the U.S. Cham-
pionship Cheese Contest for their re-
duced fat cheddar and Monterey Jack 
jalapeno cheeses. Valley Queen’s sus-
tained efforts toward improved re-
search and development does not go 
unnoticed by the industry. 

Valley Queen is an excellent example 
of how small businesses fit the shared 
values and ideals of their community 
and give back in a multitude of ways. 
I am proud to highlight Valley Queen 
and its team for their integral social 
and economic contributions to South 
Dakota. Although many years removed 
from being a startup company, Valley 
Queen remains committed to the leg-
acy of its founders. Furthermore, 
Milbank, South Dakota continues to 
serve as the perfect home for this 
thriving business. Congratulations 
again to the entire team at Valley 
Queen Cheese Factory for being named 
Senate Small Business of the Week.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO FRANK FRAZIER 

∑ Mr. TILLIS. Madam President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Mr. Frank 
Frazier of Oxford, NC, for his 35 years 
of dedicated public service to the city 
of Henderson and surrounding commu-
nities. Mr. Frazier was hired as an en-
gineering technician for the city of 
Henderson in 1985 and has since dedi-
cated his career to public service. He 
has held a number of roles within local 
government including, but not limited 
to, director of engineering, assistant 
city manager and city manager. 

As city manager, Mr. Frazier has 
managed over 200 employees respon-
sible for all city operations including 
the Fire and Police Departments, engi-
neering, human resources, finance, 
recreation, and water resources, among 
many others. Mr. Frazier has led sev-
eral significant projects that have ben-
efited the city, county, and region as a 
whole, including upgrades to the Hen-
derson Water Reclamation Facility and 
an upgrade to the Kerr Lake Regional 
Water Plant. Not only did Mr. Frazier 
successfully execute many accomplish-
ments for the community, he did so 
through balanced budgets without tax 
increases and simultaneously providing 
substantial pay raises to city employ-
ees. 

Mr. Frazier is well respected and ac-
knowledged for his consistent dedica-
tion to improving the quality of life for 
Henderson and the greater region. I 
would like to thank Mr. Frazier for his 

35 years of honorable service, as well as 
acknowledge his wife Sherrie and their 
two sons, Mitchell and Chad, who have 
supported his service. I wish Mr. 
Frazier all the best in his future en-
deavors as he retires from the city of 
Henderson.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:39 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, without amend-
ment: 

S. 50. An act to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to assess sanitation and safety 
conditions at Bureau of Indian Affairs facili-
ties that were constructed to provide af-
fected Columbia River Treaty tribes access 
to traditional fishing grounds and expend 
funds on construction of facilities and struc-
tures to improve those conditions, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 216. An act to provide for equitable com-
pensation to the Spokane Tribe of Indians of 
the Spokane Reservation for the use of tribal 
land for the production of hydropower by the 
Grand Coulee Dam, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bills, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 453. An act to take certain Federal 
lands in Tennessee into trust for the benefit 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 2647. An act to adopt a certain Cali-
fornia flammability standard as a Federal 
flammability standard to protect against the 
risk of upholstered furniture flammability, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3172. An act to provide that inclined 
sleepers for infants and crib bumpers shall be 
considered banned hazardous products under 
section 8 of the Consumer Product Safety 
Act, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3362. An act to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to require small hub airports to 
construct areas for nursing mothers, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 4227. An act to prohibit the submis-
sion to the Federal Communications Com-
mission of broadband internet access service 
coverage information or data for the pur-
poses of compiling an inaccurate broadband 
coverage map. 

H.R. 4229. An act to require the Federal 
Communications Commission to issue rules 
relating to the collection of data with re-
spect to the availability of broadband serv-
ices, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4779. An act to extend the Under-
taking Spam, Spyware, And Fraud Enforce-
ment With Enforcers beyond Borders Act of 
2006, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4920. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for an exception to 
certain small business contracting require-
ments applicable to the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs procurement of certain goods 
and services covered under the Ability One 
program, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4998. An act to prohibit certain Fed-
eral subsidies from being used to purchase 
communications equipment or services pos-
ing national security risks, to provide for 
the establishment of a reimbursement pro-
gram for the replacement of communications 
equipment or services posing such risks, and 
for other purposes. 

The message further announced that 
the House agreed to the amendment of 
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