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HONORING JUDGE MARY HARPER 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 18, 2019 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great respect and admiration that I take this 
time to honor Judge Mary Harper and to wish 
her well upon her retirement. For her lifetime 
of service and her dedication to the residents 
of Porter County, Indiana, Judge Harper is to 
be highly commended. After more than thirty- 
five years of service, Judge Harper will be re-
tiring this month from her position as Porter 
County Circuit Court Judge. To commemorate 
this special occasion and to pay tribute to her 
exemplary career, a celebratory event took 
place on Tuesday, December 17, 2019, at the 
Porter County Expo Center in Valparaiso, Indi-
ana. 

Judge Mary Harper grew up in South Bend, 
Indiana, before pursuing her collegiate studies 
at Colorado State University and later earning 
her Juris Doctorate from Valparaiso University. 
In 1984, she was elected judge of Porter 
County Court No. 2, before the state legisla-
ture converted her court to Superior Court No. 
3 in 1986. In 1996, Judge Harper was elected 
to the Porter Circuit Court. In this position, 
Judge Harper presides over the Porter County 
Juvenile Court. She has been instrumental in 
implementing successful youth justice initia-
tives, including Juvenile Drug Court, Family 
Court, and the Juvenile Truancy Diversion 
Program, as well as a mental health initiative 
for juveniles. Each of these innovative and life- 
changing programs has proven to be of tre-
mendous benefit to the youth and families of 
the community. I would be remiss if I did not 
point out that Judge Harper holds the distinc-
tion of being the first female Porter County 
deputy prosecutor and judge, and currently, 
she is the longest-serving female state court 
judge in Indiana. 

In addition to her outstanding career, Judge 
Harper has served on many committees and 
organizational boards including the Board of 
Trustees of the Indiana Criminal Justice Insti-
tute, Board of Directors for the Indiana Council 
of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, State of 
Indiana Child Protection Task Force, and she 
served as Chair of the Indiana Juvenile Jus-
tice Improvement Committee, among many 
others. For her numerous contributions to the 
community of Northwest Indiana and beyond, 
Judge Harper has received numerous awards 
and accolades throughout her career, and she 
is truly worthy of the highest praise. 

Mary Harper’s dedication to the community 
of Northwest Indiana and her career is ex-
ceeded only by her devotion to her beloved 
husband, David, and her amazing son, James. 
I’m sure she will be enjoying quality time with 
her family in the years to come. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and my 
other distinguished colleagues join me in hon-
oring Judge Mary Harper for her outstanding 
service to the people of Porter County and to 

wish her well upon her retirement. Mary’s im-
pact on the region and her work with the youth 
of our communities is truly admirable. For her 
many contributions, Judge Harper is worthy of 
our gratitude, and we have been honored to 
have her presence in the judiciary for so long. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND MILI-
TARY SERVICE OF COLONEL 
LARRY MCGAUGHY MIMS 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 18, 2019 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to celebrate the life and military 
service of Colonel Larry McGaughy Mims, who 
passed away on December 16th at the age of 
80. 

Colonel Mims, a lifelong resident of 
Plantersville, Mississippi, answered the call to 
serve our great nation with the Mississippi Na-
tional Guard in 1957. During his career, he 
commanded four Company size units and a 
Battalion in the Mississippi Army National 
Guard, including the 106th Forward Support 
Battalion, 155th Armored Brigade, 1st Calvary 
Division in 1991 during Desert Storm and as 
the 2nd Army Division Chief, Artillery Engi-
neering Battalion in the U.S. Army Reserves. 
He retired as a Colonel in 1993 after 37 years 
of service. 

Colonel Mims set an example of faith for his 
family to follow. He was an active member of 
Plantersville United Methodist Church. Colonel 
Mims was also an active member in his com-
munity with the American Legion and was a 
Social Studies teacher at Tupelo High School. 

Left to cherish his memory is his wife of 61 
years, Laverne Mims of Plantersville, Mis-
sissippi; his two sons, Kirk Mims of Benton, 
Arkansas, and Judge Kelly Mims of Tupelo, 
Mississippi; as well as many grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, friends, and extended 
family members. 

Colonel Larry Mim’s life was one of service, 
grace, love for his family, and community. He 
will be greatly missed by all whom he encoun-
tered. 

f 

LETTER FROM PRESIDENT TRUMP 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 18, 2019 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, now and in the future the American 
people need to know the truth about events 
today as correctly chronicled in this letter from 
President Trump to Speaker PELOSI. His truth 
will prevail, despite 93 percent biased media 
coverage. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
Washington, DC, December 17, 2019. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER, I write to express 
my strongest and most powerful protest 
against the partisan impeachment crusade 
being pursued by the Democrats in the House 
of Representatives. This impeachment rep-
resents an unprecedented and unconstitu-
tional abuse of power by Democrat Law-
makers, unequaled in nearly two and a half 
centuries of American legislative history. 

The Articles of Impeachment introduced 
by the House Judiciary Committee are not 
recognizable under any standard of Constitu-
tional theory, interpretation, or jurispru-
dence. They include no crimes, no mis-
demeanors, and no offenses whatsoever. You 
have cheapened the importance of the very 
ugly word, impeachment! 

By proceeding with your invalid impeach-
ment, you are violating your oaths of office, 
you are breaking your allegiance to the Con-
stitution, and you are declaring open war on 
American Democracy. You dare to invoke 
the Founding Fathers in pursuit of this elec-
tion-nullification scheme—yet your spiteful 
actions display unfettered contempt for 
America’s founding and your egregious con-
duct threatens to destroy that which our 
Founders pledged their very lives to build. 
Even worse than offending the Founding Fa-
thers, you are offending Americans of faith 
by continually saying ‘‘I pray for the Presi-
dent,’’ when you know this statement is not 
true, unless it is meant in a negative sense. 
It is a terrible thing you are doing, but you 
will have to live with it, not I! 

Your first claim, ‘‘Abuse of Power,’’ is a 
completely disingenuous, meritless, and 
baseless invention of your imagination. You 
know that I had a totally innocent conversa-
tion with the President of Ukraine. I then 
had a second conversation that has been mis-
quoted, mischaracterized, and fraudulently 
misrepresented. Fortunately, there was a 
transcript of the conversation taken, and 
you know from the transcript (which was im-
mediately made available) that the para-
graph in question was perfect. I said to 
President Zelensky: ‘‘I would like you to do 
us a favor, though, because our country has 
been through a lot and Ukraine knows a lot 
about it.’’ I said do us a favor, not me, and 
our country, not a campaign. I then men-
tioned the Attorney General of the United 
States. Every time I talk with a foreign lead-
er, I put America’s interests first, just as I 
did with President Zelensky. 

You are turning a policy disagreement be-
tween two branches of government into an 
impeachable offense—it is no more legiti-
mate than the Executive Branch charging 
members of Congress with crimes for the 
lawful exercise of legislative power. 

You know full well that Vice President 
Biden used his office and $1 billion dollars of 
U.S. aid money to coerce Ukraine into firing 
the prosecutor who was digging into the 
company paying his son millions of dollars. 
You know this because Biden bragged about 
it on video. Biden openly stated: ‘‘I said, ‘I’m 
telling you, you’re not getting the billion 
dollars’ . . . I looked at them and said: ‘I’m 
leaving in six hours. If the prosecutor is not 
fired, you’re not getting the money.’ Well, 
son of a bitch. He got fired.’’ Even Joe Biden 
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admitted just days ago in an interview with 
NPR that it ‘‘looked bad.’’ Now you are try-
ing to impeach me by falsely accusing me of 
doing what Joe Biden has admitted he actu-
ally did. 

President Zelensky has repeatedly de-
clared that I did nothing wrong, and that 
there was No Pressure. He further empha-
sized that it was a ‘‘good phone call,’’ that ‘‘I 
don’t feel pressure,’’ and explicitly stressed 
that ‘‘nobody pushed me.’’ The Ukrainian 
Foreign Minister stated very clearly: ‘‘I have 
never seen a direct link between investiga-
tions and security assistance.’’ He also said 
there was ‘‘No Pressure.’’ Senator Ron John-
son of Wisconsin, a supporter of Ukraine who 
met privately with President Zelensky, has 
said: ‘‘At no time during this meeting . . . 
was there any mention by Zelensky or any 
Ukrainian that they were feeling pressure to 
do anything in return for the military aid.’’ 
Many meetings have been held between rep-
resentatives of Ukraine and our country. 
Never once did Ukraine complain about pres-
sure being applied—not once! Ambassador 
Sondland testified that I told him: ‘‘No quid 
pro quo. I want nothing. I want nothing. I 
want President Zelensky to do the right 
thing, do what he ran on.’’ 

The second claim, so-called ‘‘Obstruction 
of Congress,’’ is preposterous and dangerous. 
House Democrats are trying to impeach the 
duly elected President of the United States 
for asserting Constitutionally based privi-
leges that have been asserted on a bipartisan 
basis by administrations of both political 
parties throughout our Nation’s history. 
Under that standard every American presi-
dent would have been impeached many times 
over. As liberal law professor Jonathan 
Turley warned when addressing Congres-
sional Democrats: ‘‘I can’t emphasize this 
enough . . . if you impeach a president, if 
you make a high crime and misdemeanor out 
of going to the courts, it is an abuse of 
power. It’s your abuse of power. You’re doing 
precisely what you’re criticizing the Presi-
dent for doing.’’ 

Everyone, you included, knows what is 
really happening. Your chosen candidate lost 
the election in 2016, in an Electoral College 
landslide (306–227), and you and your party 
have never recovered from this defeat. You 
have developed a full-fledged case of what 
many in the media call Trump Derangement 
Syndrome and sadly, you will never get over 
it! You are unwilling and unable to accept 
the verdict issued at the ballot box during 
the great Election of 2016. So you have spent 
three straight years attempting to overturn 
the will of the American people and nullify 
their votes. You view democracy as your 
enemy! 

Speaker Pelosi, you admitted just last 
week at a public forum that your party’s im-
peachment effort has been going on for ‘‘two 
and a half years,’’ long before you ever heard 
about a phone call with Ukraine. Nineteen 
minutes after I took the oath of office, the 
Washington Post published a story head-
lined, ‘‘The Campaign to Impeach President 
Trump Has Begun.’’ Less than three months 
after my inauguration, Representative Max-
ine Waters stated, ‘‘I’m going to fight every 
day until he’s impeached.’’ House Democrats 
introduced the first impeachment resolution 
against me within months of my inaugura-
tion, for what will be regarded as one of our 
country’s best decisions, the firing of James 
Comey (see Inspector General Reports)—who 
the world now knows is one of the dirtiest 
cops our Nation has ever seen. A ranting and 
raving Congresswoman, Rashida Tlaib, de-
clared just hours after she was sworn into of-
fice, ‘‘We’re gonna go in there and we’re 
gonna impeach the motherf****r.’’ Rep-
resentative Al Green said in May, ‘‘I’m con-
cerned that if we don’t impeach this presi-

dent, he will get re-elected.’’ Again, you and 
your allies said, and did, all of these things 
long before you ever heard of President 
Zelensky or anything related to Ukraine. As 
you know very well, this impeachment drive 
has nothing to do with Ukraine, or the to-
tally appropriate conversation I had with its 
new president. It only has to do with your 
attempt to undo the election of 2016 and 
steal the election of 2020! 

Congressman Adam Schiff cheated and lied 
all the way up to the present day, even going 
so far as to fraudulently make up, out of 
thin air, my conversation with President 
Zelensky of Ukraine and read this fantasy 
language to Congress as though it were said 
by me. His shameless lies and deceptions, 
dating all the way back to the Russia Hoax, 
is one of the main reasons we are here today. 

You and your party are desperate to dis-
tract from America’s extraordinary econ-
omy, incredible jobs boom, record stock mar-
ket, soaring confidence, and flourishing citi-
zens. Your party simply cannot compete 
with our record: 7 million new jobs; the low-
est-ever unemployment for African Ameri-
cans, Hispanic Americans, and Asian Ameri-
cans; a rebuilt military; a completely re-
formed VA with Choice and Accountability 
for our great veterans; more than 170 new 
federal judges and two Supreme Court Jus-
tices; historic tax and regulation cuts; the 
elimination of the individual mandate; the 
first decline in prescription drug prices in 
half a century; the first new branch of the 
United States Military since 1947, the Space 
Force; strong protection of the Second 
Amendment; criminal justice reform; a de-
feated ISIS caliphate and the killing of the 
world’s number one terrorist leader, al- 
Baghdadi; the replacement of the disastrous 
NAFTA trade deal with the wonderful 
USMCA (Mexico and Canada); a break-
through Phase One trade deal with China; 
massive new trade deals with Japan and 
South Korea; withdrawal from the terrible 
Iran Nuclear Deal; cancellation of the unfair 
and costly Paris Climate Accord; becoming 
the world’s top energy producer; recognition 
of Israel’s capital, opening the American 
Embassy in Jerusalem, and recognizing 
Israeli sovereignty over the Golan Heights; a 
colossal reduction in illegal border crossings, 
the ending of Catch-and-Release, and the 
building of the Southern Border Wall—and 
that is just the beginning, there is so much 
more: You cannot defend your extreme poli-
cies—open borders, mass migration, high 
crime, crippling taxes, socialized healthcare, 
destruction of American energy, late-term 
taxpayer-funded abortion, elimination of the 
Second Amendment, radical far-left theories 
of law and justice, and constant partisan ob-
struction of both common sense and common 
good. 

There is nothing I would rather do than 
stop referring to your party as the Do-Noth-
ing Democrats. Unfortunately, I don’t know 
that you will ever give me a chance to do so. 

After three years of unfair and unwar-
ranted investigations, 45 million dollars 
spent, 18 angry Democrat prosecutors, the 
entire force of the FBI, headed by leadership 
now proven to be totally incompetent and 
corrupt, you have found NOTHING! Few peo-
ple in high position could have endured or 
passed this test. You do not know, nor do 
you care, the great damage and hurt you 
have inflicted upon wonderful and loving 
members of my family. You conducted a fake 
investigation upon the democratically elect-
ed President of the United States, and you 
are doing it yet again. 

There are not many people who could have 
taken the punishment inflicted during this 
period of time, and yet done so much for the 
success of America and its citizens. But in-
stead of putting our country first, you have 

decided to disgrace our country still further. 
You completely failed with the Mueller re-
port because there was nothing to find, so 
you decided to take the next hoax that came 
along, the phone call with Ukraine—even 
though it was a perfect call. And by the way, 
when I speak to foreign countries, there are 
many people, with permission, listening to 
the call on both sides of the conversation. 

You are the ones interfering in America’s 
elections. You are the ones subverting Amer-
ica’s Democracy. You are the ones Obstruct-
ing Justice. You are the ones bringing pain 
and suffering to our Republic for your own 
selfish personal, political, and partisan gain. 

Before the Impeachment Hoax, it was the 
Russian Witch Hunt. Against all evidence, 
and regardless of the truth, you and your 
deputies claimed that my campaign colluded 
with the Russians—a grave, malicious, and 
slanderous lie, a falsehood like no other. You 
forced our Nation through turmoil and tor-
ment over a wholly fabricated story, ille-
gally purchased from a foreign spy by Hil-
lary Clinton and the DNC in order to assault 
our democracy. Yet, when the monstrous lie 
was debunked and this Democrat conspiracy 
dissolved into dust, you did not apologize. 
You did not recant. You did not ask to be 
forgiven. You showed no remorse, no capac-
ity for self-reflection. Instead, you pursued 
your next libelous and vicious crusade—you 
engineered an attempt to frame and defame 
an innocent person. All of this was moti-
vated by personal political calculation. Your 
Speakership and your party are held hostage 
by your most deranged and radical rep-
resentatives of the far left. Each one of your 
members lives in fear of a socialist primary 
challenger—this is what is driving impeach-
ment. Look at Congressman Nadler’s chal-
lenger. Look at yourself and others. Do not 
take our country down with your party. 

If you truly cared about freedom and lib-
erty for our Nation, then you would be de-
voting your vast investigative resources to 
exposing the full truth concerning the FBI’s 
horrifying abuses of power before, during, 
and after the 2016 election—including the use 
of spies against my campaign, the submis-
sion of false evidence to a FISA court, and 
the concealment of exculpatory evidence in 
order to frame the innocent. The FBI has 
great and honorable people, but the leader-
ship was inept and corrupt. I would think 
that you would personally be appalled by 
these revelations because in your press con-
ference the day you announced impeach-
ment, you tied the impeachment effort di-
rectly to the completely discredited Russia 
Hoax, declaring twice that ‘‘all roads lead to 
Putin,’’ when you know that is an abject lie. 
I have been far tougher on Russia than Presi-
dent Obama ever even thought to be. 

Any member of Congress who votes in sup-
port of impeachment—against every shred of 
truth, fact, evidence, and legal principle—is 
showing how deeply they revile the voters 
and how truly they detest America’s Con-
stitutional order. Our Founders feared the 
tribalization of partisan politics, and you are 
bringing their worst fears to life. 

Worse still, I have been deprived of basic 
Constitutional Due Process from the begin-
ning of this impeachment scam right up 
until the present. I have been denied the 
most fundamental rights afforded by the 
Constitution, including the right to present 
evidence, to have my own counsel present, to 
confront accusers, and to call and cross-ex-
amine witnesses, like the so-called whistle 
blower who started this entire hoax with a 
false report of the phone call that bears no 
relationship to the actual phone call that 
was made. Once I presented the transcribed 
call, which surprised and shocked the 
fraudsters (they never thought that such evi-
dence would be presented), the so-called 
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whistleblower, and the second whistleblower, 
disappeared because they got caught, their 
report was a fraud, and they were no longer 
going to be made available to us. In other 
words, once the phone call was made public, 
your whole plot blew up, but that didn’t stop 
you from continuing. 

More due process was afforded to those ac-
cused in the Salem Witch Trials. 

You and others on your committees have 
long said impeachment must be bipartisan— 
it is not. You said it was very divisive—it 
certainly is, even far more than you ever 
thought possible—and it will only get worse! 

This is nothing more than an illegal, par-
tisan attempted coup that will, based on re-
cent sentiment, badly fail at the voting 
booth. You are not just after me, as Presi-
dent, you are after the entire Republican 
Party. But because of this colossal injustice, 
our party is more united than it has ever 
been-before. History will judge you harshly 
as you proceed with this impeachment cha-
rade. Your legacy will be that of turning the 
House of Representatives from a revered leg-
islative body into a Star Chamber of par-
tisan persecution. 

Perhaps most insulting of all is your false 
display of solemnity. You apparently have so 
little respect for the American People that 
you expect them to believe that you are ap-
proaching this impeachment somberly, re-
servedly, and reluctantly. No intelligent per-
son believes what you are saying. Since the 
moment I won the election, the Democrat 
Party has been possessed by Impeachment 
Fever. There is no reticence. This is not a 
somber affair. You are making a mockery of 
impeachment and you are scarcely con-
cealing your hatred of me, of the Republican 
Party, and tens of millions of patriotic 
Americans. The voters are wise, and they are 
seeing straight through this empty, hollow, 
and dangerous game you are playing. 

I have no doubt the American people will 
hold you and the Democrats fully responsible 
in the upcoming 2020 election. They will not 
soon forgive your perversion of justice and 
abuse of power, 

There is far too much that needs to be 
done to improve the lives of our citizens. It 
is time for you and the highly partisan 
Democrats in Congress to immediately cease 
this impeachment fantasy and get back to 
work for the American People. While I have 
no expectation that you will do so, I write 
this letter to you for the purpose of history 
and to put my thoughts on a permanent and 
indelible record. 

One hundred years from now, when people 
look back at this affair, I want them to un-
derstand it, and learn from it, so that it can 
never happen to another President again. 

Sincerely yours, 
DONALD J. TRUMP, 

President of the United States of America. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF CATHOLICS FOR HOUS-
ING 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 18, 2019 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize and congratulate Catholics for 
Housing on its 40th anniversary. For the last 
four decades, this organization has worked 
tirelessly to empower families and individuals 
by providing them with sustainable housing 
opportunities. 

Catholics for Housing was founded in 1979 
with the recognition that safe shelter is the 

foundation for stability, potential, and future 
success. The dedicated directors, staff, and 
donors are committed to assisting our vulner-
able neighbors in their times of need. They do 
this regardless of their race, ethnicity, creed, 
or religious affiliation. 

The organization has a variety of different 
programs in order to make the strongest im-
pact possible. This includes helping those with 
limited income find affordable homes to rent 
and aiding seniors so they can live independ-
ently. It provides a network of support to pro-
mote sustainable change, with the belief that 
everyone has the potential to succeed if their 
basic needs are met. Through faith, Catholics 
for Housing has provided many with homes in 
which they can build their futures. 

Time and time again Catholics for housing 
has been there for vulnerable groups. The im-
pact that Catholics for Housing has had on 
Northern Virginia is invaluable and impossible 
to measure. We are truly grateful for all that 
the organization has done for our commu-
nities. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me once again in congratulating Catholics for 
Housing on its 40th anniversary. I also com-
mend every member of the organization and 
all those who have contributed their time, fi-
nancial support, and efforts to this mission. I 
thank Catholics for Housing for the diligent 
work in our community and wish it continued 
success. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LESLIE ALBRIGHT 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 18, 2019 

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Leslie Albright, a member of 
the professional staff of the House Appropria-
tions Committee, who plans to retire after 17 
years with the Committee. 

Leslie, who earned a bachelor’s degree in 
journalism from the State University of New 
York in Plattsburgh and a Master’s degree in 
Public Affairs from Boston University, started 
her Federal career in 1991 working for the 
U.S. Travel and Tourism Administration. She 
later went on to become a management and 
budget analyst for the Department of Com-
merce. 

In 2001, Leslie joined the House Com-
merce, Justice, State Appropriations Sub-
committee where she was responsible for 
funding and oversight of the Department of 
Justice. In the wake of the horrific terrorist at-
tacks that happened on September 11th of 
that year, Leslie and Chairman Wolf worked 
tirelessly to ensure that the Department of 
Justice, and the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion (FBI) in particular, had the resources nec-
essary to protect the nation. Leslie’s efforts 
helped reform the FBI from an organization fo-
cused on criminal investigations into an intel-
ligence organization capable of addressing to-
day’s security threats. 

Leslie’s work protecting our nation did not 
end with the FBI. She went on to work for the 
Defense Subcommittee where should focused 
on national security programs. 

After having her son, Marion, Leslie worked 
for the Committee’s Surveys and Investiga-
tions staff where she conducted programmatic 

reviews of the Departments of State and Vet-
erans Affairs and the U.S. Capitol Police. 

In 2011, Leslie rejoined the Commerce, Jus-
tice, Science Subcommittee. Here she worked 
to improve fisheries management, weather 
forecasting, disaster response and protection 
of intellectual property rights. She also worked 
with the National Science Foundation to in-
crease the amount of basic research con-
ducted in the United States and worked with 
the National Space and Aeronautics Adminis-
tration (NASA) on space exploration. Leslie 
and Chairman Culberson worked not only to 
ensure that NASA had the resources required 
for a robust space exploration program but 
challenged NASA to develop executable and 
achievable plans. When NASA returns to the 
Moon, explores Mars, and finds life on another 
planet or the Jupiter moon, Europa, know that 
Leslie helped lay the ground work for these 
missions to be developed and appropriately 
resourced. 

In 2019, Leslie became the Republican 
Clerk of the Defense Subcommittee. It is in 
this position that I began working closely with 
Leslie. In short amount of time, she became 
an expert on the operations of the Defense 
Department and has been a critical advisor to 
myself and Ranking Member Calvert. 

I am very thankful for Leslie’s hard work, 
over numerous years and at great sacrifice to 
her family, to support the Appropriations Com-
mittee and operations of the Federal govern-
ment. Leslie’s contributions have improved so 
many Federal programs and agencies. She 
has protected our nation from countless 
threats, advanced science in America, and 
pushed NASA to dream big and inspire the 
nation. 

I know Leslie is looking forward to spending 
more well deserved time with her family. We 
wish her well, thank her for everything she has 
done for the country, and know that she will 
excel at any future endeavors she pursues. 

f 

HONORING ANITA BLANTON FOR 
RECEIVING THE WOMAN IN THE 
COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD 

HON. ELAINE G. LURIA 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 18, 2019 

Mrs. LURIA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize Anita Blanton on receiv-
ing the 2020 Outstanding Women in the Com-
munity Service Award for the Tidewater Chap-
ter of the National Coalition of 100 Black 
Women, Inc. This award was developed to 
honor women who are making significant con-
tributions to their community through their 
time, actions, talents, and dedication. This is 
an amazing accomplishment. 

This award recognizes Anita Blanton’s life-
time of service and commitment to the pro-
motion of respect among people of diverse 
backgrounds. Ms. Blanton generously serves 
the community as an award-winning co-anchor 
for WAVY–TV 10, Hampton Roads’ NBC affil-
iate. 

Ms. Blanton thrives on reporting the big 
story for her viewers. Some of the most mem-
orable reporting of her career has involved se-
vere weather, frequently covering President 
George W. Bush, visiting world leaders, and 
the tragic shooting at Virginia Tech. Ms. 
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