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year passed, Sarah’s condition had not im-
proved, and the United States Army medically 
separated her. 

I learned of Sarah’s condition and I knew 
her dreams of attending the United States Mili-
tary Academy at West Point and serving in the 
Army had come to a close. I reached out to 
her in late 2017 and offered her an internship 
in my Carmel District Office and she joined my 
team in January of 2018. Despite all Sarah 
has been through, her spirit, smile and laugh-
ter lifts up my team each and every day she 
is in the office. After years of testing, hospital 
visits, surgeries and medications, Sarah and 
medical professionals still do not have a full 
understanding of her illness, symptoms or a 
pathway for treatment, recovery or for a cure. 

Sarah is resilient and strong. I know her ill-
ness will not hold her back from accomplishing 
her new goals and striving for her dreams. 
Sarah has taught us all to not let the little 
things bother you, as you never know where 
life will take you. Life is precious and Sarah is 
a true inspiration to all of us. She will go on 
to do many great things after her internship 
ends and I thank her for her service to the 
residents of the 5th District of Indiana and to 
our country. It is with immense hope and great 
optimism that we look forward to watching 
Sarah embark on her future endeavors, with 
her parents Heidy and David by her side. 

f 

APPROPRIATIONS BILLS FOR FY 
2020, H.R. 1865 AND H.R. 1158 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 19, 2019 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, this week 
the House passed two bills that will fund the 
federal government through Fiscal Year (FY) 
2020. 

The first package, which I voted in support 
of, includes a number of provisions which I 
strongly support. 

First, I am proud to have worked in conjunc-
tion with Senators MERKLEY and WYDEN as 
well as Rep. SCHRADER to ensure that this 
package forgives a multi-million-dollar interest 
burden owed by Oregon’s Pacific groundfish 
fisheries. This burden was created solely by 
bureaucratic incompetence, and the inclusion 
ofthis provision is a huge win for Oregonians. 

The bill also increases funding for programs 
that hundreds of Oregonians depend upon, 
such as YouthBuild, JobCorps, and Senior 
Corps. I led the charge to secure an additional 
$13 million above FY 2019 levels for the Sen-
ior Corps program, ensuring volunteers earn 
an increased stipend which will allow them to 
take hundreds of more dollars home a year. It 
also increases funding for Pell Grants—easing 
the way for more people to afford an edu-
cation. It also included record investments for 
early childhood education programs, more 
funding for rural broadband, and a reauthor-
ization of the Secure Rural Schools program 
through 2020. In addition, it includes the high-
est funding level for the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund in 15 years. 

The bill makes robust investments to sup-
port our nation’s veterans, including funding 
for suicide prevention, homeless assistance 
programs, rural health initiatives, opioid abuse 
prevention, and funding for the VA’s electronic 

health record initiative to ensure our veterans 
get the care they have earned and deserve. 

The package also includes $25 million for 
gun violence research at the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH)—the first 
time in more than 20 years. The bill secures 
record-level funding for life-saving healthcare 
research at the NIH and CDC, and it extends 
funding for vital community health centers, the 
National Health Service Corps, and Teaching 
Health Centers. 

Unfortunately, I am deeply disappointed that 
this bill included a provision that would extend 
market exclusivity rights to Big Pharma for 
certain medicines, allowing these companies 
to price-gouge consumers for longer periods 
of time without competition from more afford-
able, generic drugs. 

The second appropriations bill also includes 
a number of provisions that I strongly support, 
including a 3.1 percent pay raise for both our 
men and women in uniform and federal civilian 
employees, as well as robust funding for the 
STOP School Violence Act, legislation that 
would give students and teachers the tools 
they need to help prevent school shootings. It 
includes increased investment in election se-
curity, the National Guard Youth Challenge, 
the National Science Foundation, and the 
Census Bureau, so that it can effectively and 
accurately carry out the 2020 Decennial Cen-
sus. 

I also led the fight to include funding for 
esophageal cancer research, which I am 
pleased to report was incorporated into the bill 
as part of $110 million for the Department of 
Defense’s Peer-Reviewed Cancer Research 
Program (PRCRP). I strongly support the ro-
bust funding included for numerous other de-
fense health and cancer research programs as 
well. 

Unfortunately, despite including provisions I 
strongly support, I voted against this second 
bill because it also contains several objection-
able provisions. 

For example, this bill once again increases 
funding for an already-bloated Pentagon budg-
et, including a massive increase to the Penta-
gon’s Overseas Contingency Operations 
(OCO) account—a fiscally irresponsible slush 
fund that is not counted in the budget, has no 
congressional oversight, and gives a blank 
check to fund endless wars that Congress 
hasn’t authorized. For years, Congress has 
continued to increase the Pentagon’s budget 
despite overwhelming evidence of its waste 
and abuse of taxpayer money. I believe this 
legislation could have made responsible cuts 
to our defense budget without jeopardizing the 
safety of our troops, preventing a pay in-
crease, or undermining our national security. 

I am also extremely disappointed that this 
final bill stripped out a repeal of the 2001 Au-
thorization for the Use of Military Force and a 
provision to block funding for the U.S.’s in-
volvement in the Saudi-led coalition’s involve-
ment in Yemen’s civil war—both of which were 
included in the House-passed defense appro-
priations bill earlier this year. This is yet an-
other example of Congress abdicating its con-
stitutional authority to finally put a stop to the 
endless wars that have cost countless lives 
and taxpayer money. 

This legislation fails to effectively check the 
Department of Homeland Security’s border 
policies and spending. The bill includes fund-
ing for President Trump’s wasteful and ineffec-

tive border wall, lacks appropriate restrictions 
to prevent the Trump administration from raid-
ing funds from other agencies to spend on im-
migration detention and the wall, and does vir-
tually nothing to provide necessary oversight 
against enforcement-only immigration policies. 

The Trump administration’s policies have re-
sulted in cruel family separations, record lev-
els of detained immigrants, especially children, 
in cruel conditions, and the death of at least 
two dozen immigrants while in federal custody. 
Instead of enacting strong, enforceable over-
sight mechanisms, this bill largely maintains 
the status quo. That is unacceptable. Con-
gress needs to be a check against the execu-
tive branch’s authority. 

For these reasons, I opposed this second 
appropriations package. I will continue to fight 
against Republican efforts to hand billions of 
dollars in taxpayer money to a bloated and 
wasteful Pentagon and work to rein in the 
Trump administration’s cruel enforcement-only 
immigration agenda. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE WINNERS OF 
THE PI LAMBDA LAMBDA CHAP-
TER OF THE OMEGA PSI PHI 
FRATERNITY, INC.’S 2019 
ACHIEVEMENT WEEK AWARDS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 19, 2019 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the 15th Anniversary of the Pi 
Lambda Lambda Chapter of the Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity, Inc. and to congratulate winners 
of this year’s Pi Lambda Lambda Achievement 
Week Awards. The winners of this award ex-
emplify the four founding principles of Omega 
Psi Phi. The contributions of these men and 
women have been influential to the commu-
nities of Prince William County. 

The Pi Lambda Lambda Chapter of the 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. was chartered 
in 2004 and supports their mission to help oth-
ers in need. The chapter includes the commu-
nities of Prince William County, the City of Ma-
nassas, the City of Manassas Park, and Staf-
ford County. Through their community activ-
ism, they sponsor a variety of initiatives to en-
rich their neighborhoods through educational 
and humanitarian activities. Each year, individ-
uals who have made a significant impact are 
honored for their efforts. It is my honor to in-
clude in the RECORD the following names of 
the 2019 Achievement Week Award recipients: 

The Citizen of the Year Award: Francia 
Salguero 

The Colonel Charles Young Military Leader-
ship Award: Major Ahmad G. Andrews 

The Founders Lifetime Achievement Award: 
Rev. (Dr.) Luke E. Torian 

Superior Service Award: Albert Woods 
Omega Man of the Year: Jeffrey W. Allen 
Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 

me in congratulating the 2019 Pi Lambda 
Lambda Achievement Week Award winners. 
These individuals all played a significant role 
in enriching our neighborhoods, serving as 
testament of the generosity of the Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity. I thank them and all the mem-
bers of the Pi Lambda Lambda Chapter for 
their immense contributions to our community 
and wish them continued success. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 08:36 Dec 20, 2019 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A19DE8.007 E19DEPT1ai
ki

ng
 o

n 
D

S
K

30
JT

08
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1622 December 19, 2019 

HONORING THE LEGACY OF THE 
USS PITTSBURGH (SSN–720) 

HON. GUY RESCHENTHALER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 19, 2019 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the legacy, veterans, 
and service members of the USS Pittsburgh 
(SSN–720), a fast-attack Los Angeles Class 
Submarine. Next month, the USS Pittsburgh 
(SSN–720) will be decommissioned in Brem-
erton, Washington after 35 years of service in 
the United States Navy. 

The USS Pittsburgh (SSN–720) was laid 
down in April 1983 and commissioned in No-
vember 1985. In April 1991, the USS Pitts-
burgh (SSN–720) and USS Louisville (SSN– 
724) launched Tomahawk missiles against 
Iraq during Operation Desert Storm. 

Years later, in 2002, the ship departed for 
the Mediterranean Sea and participated in Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom. Retired Captain Mark 
Breor, then Commander of Submarine Squad-
ron 2, stated of the submarine and crew, 
‘‘USS Pittsburgh (SSN–720) provided per-
sistent intelligence, surveillance and recon-
naissance to the joint commanders. The prod-
ucts of these very successful and difficult mis-
sions were converted into a full array of sea- 
strike options, which included a 16 Tomahawk 
strike by USS Pittsburgh.’’ 

In November 2017, USS Pittsburgh com-
pleted its 1,000th dive, a milestone few sub-
marines reach in service. Earlier this year, the 
USS Pittsburgh (SSN–720) returned to its 
homeport, Naval Submarine Base New Lon-
don, after its final deployment. 

The USS Pittsburgh (SSN–720) is the fourth 
ship to bear the name of a great city that 
helped build America. Pittsburgh leads the na-
tion in health care, technology innovation, and 
energy industries and dominates athletics with 
numerous professional championships. I am 
proud to represent southwestern Pennsylvania 
in Congress, and I am thankful for the service 
of these great sailors aboard the USS Pitts-
burgh (SSN–720). 

f 

IMPEACHING DONALD JOHN 
TRUMP, PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES, FOR HIGH 
CRIMES AND MISDEMEANORS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 18, 2019 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
support of two articles of impeachment—one 
regarding abuse of power and one regarding 
obstruction of Congress—against President 
Trump. 

I decided to support the President’s im-
peachment after a judicious consideration of 
the facts established by the House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence (HPSCI) and 
the House Committee on the Judiciary, as well 
as reflecting upon my constitutional respon-
sibilities as a Member of Congress. 

I would note that the constitutional remedy 
for high crimes and misdemeanors—such as 

abuse of power—is impeachment. Regrettably, 
the President’s severe misconduct with re-
spect to Ukraine showed a complete disregard 
for our Constitution, our democratic system of 
government, and the security of our nation 
and our allies. The President left the House 
with little choice but to faithfully discharge its 
duty. 

As the Chairman of the House Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Defense, I believe that 
it is unconscionable that an American leader 
would use nearly $400 million in military aid 
appropriated by Congress—and signed into 
law by the President himself—as leverage for 
personal gain. 

There are fundamental reasons why U.S. 
law provided these desperately needed funds 
to Ukraine. I would emphasize that, in 2014, 
Russia invaded Ukraine and illegally annexed 
the Ukrainian territory of Crimea while Rus-
sian-backed separatist forces seized control of 
key cities in eastern Ukraine. The fighting in 
eastern Ukraine continues to this day and has 
killed more than 13,000 Ukrainians while forc-
ibly displacing more than two million individ-
uals. 

Additionally, the impeachment reports 
issued by the HPSCI and the House Com-
mittee on the Judiciary present an irrefutable 
case that the President’s behavior constituted 
an ongoing threat to a free and fair Presi-
dential election in 2020. 

Further, I believe that the President’s refusal 
to comply with the impeachment inquiry is rep-
resentative of his broader contempt for Con-
gress and its constitutional role as a separate 
and coequal branch of government. Congress 
must continue to work diligently to protect and 
fully exert its complete range of constitutional 
prerogatives and maintain the balance of 
power that has existed for 231 years. 

Finally, I would highlight that the administra-
tion’s complete repudiation of constitutionally- 
prescribed legislative authorities stands in 
stark contrast to the courage and patriotism 
demonstrated by the whistleblower who filed a 
formal complaint with the Intelligence Commu-
nity’s Inspector General, as well as the public 
servants who testified before the House. 
These individuals deserve our utmost respect 
and gratitude. 

As the Senate moves forward with a trial to 
determine whether to convict the President of 
impeachable offenses, be assured that I will 
continue to work hard to address the pressing 
needs of our nation’s citizens, from creating 
more opportunities for good-paying jobs to de-
creasing the cost of prescription drugs. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE 2019 
BISHOP GUILFOYLE FOOTBALL 
TEAM 

HON. JOHN JOYCE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 19, 2019 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, it is my honor to congratulate the 2019 
Bishop Guilfoyle Football Team on an out-
standing season. 

After a successful playoff bid, the team trav-
eled to Hershey to compete in 2019 1 A State 
Championship game. Finishing the year with a 
12–3 record, these student athletes should 
take pride in their hard-fought season. 

The 2019 team includes Andrew Yanoshak, 
Konner Kiesewetter, Keegan Myrick, Dylan 
Conrad, Noah Ritchey, Dominic Yanoshak, 
Adam Chadbourn, Casey Smith, Deven 
Wyandt, Michael Lamb, Branden Wasser, 
Ryan Donoughe, Cooper Rother, Karson 
Kiesewetter, Anthony Cioffari, Vincent Cioffari, 
AJ Kilmartin, Ryan Negola, JT Johnston, Adri-
an Johnson, Collin Campbell, Sam Homan, 
Drew Abraham, Lucas Steinbugl, Patrick 
Reilly, Zach McCloskey, Dylan McNelly, 
Jorden McClure, Anthony Edwards, Ian Ben-
nett, Connor Ebersole, Connor Stayer, Sante 
Bambocci, Cameron Maloney, Joe Meintel, 
Evan Himes, Colin Butler, Brendan Shaffer, 
Aidan Bender, Tyler Conigy, Jack Donoughe, 
Caleb Stevens, Brady Bithell, Reed Edwards, 
and Hayden Fox. 

These students were coached by Justin 
Wheeler, Darren Elvey, Evan Imgrund, Patrick 
Irwin, Patrick Leamer, Joseph Thomas, and 
Gabe Walters. 

The 2019 team joins a long legacy of 
Bishop Guilfoyle Football excellence. During 
the past six seasons, the Marauders have 
reached the State Championship game four 
times. 

As a former captain of the Bishop Guilfoyle 
Football Team and a proud alumnus, I con-
gratulate these students and their coaches on 
a successful season, and I wish them every 
continued success both on and off the field. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHYANNE THOMAS 
AS CONSTITUENT OF THE MONTH 

HON. MIKE LEVIN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 19, 2019 

Mr. LEVIN of California. Madam Speaker, 
this Holiday season, I am proud to recognize 
Chyanne Thomas, a postal worker from Vista, 
as my Constituent of the Month. Chyanne is a 
hero for two children, their families, and our 
entire community. Chyanne’s vigilance while 
on her regular delivery route resulted in the 
identification of two children who had been re-
ported missing. Her quick and caring response 
allowed these two local children to be safely 
reunited with their concerned families. 

When Chyanne spotted Abby, a 15-year-old 
with autism, she sprang into action. She used 
the skills she had learned in a previous job 
working with children with disabilities to keep 
Abby calm and safe until police arrived. Two 
weeks later, Chyanne saw a missing 4-year- 
old girl alone during her route, and didn’t hesi-
tate to approach her and make sure she was 
okay until police and her parents arrived. With-
out Chyanne’s awareness, compassion, and 
quick action, these two kids might still be 
missing. 

While Chyanne’s action to save those chil-
dren is extraordinary, I also want to recognize 
the incredible pressure all postal workers and 
delivery drivers are under during the Holiday 
season. They endure exhausting hours, gruel-
ing weather, and much more to ensure that 
families have their gifts before the Holidays. 
Much of their work is taken for granted on a 
daily basis, but the Holidays would not be the 
same without their dedication, I am extremely 
grateful for their service. 

I launched a Constituent of the Month to 
recognize individuals in the 49th District who 
have gone above and beyond to help their 
neighbors and support our community. I know 
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December 19, 2019 Congressional Record
Correction To Page E1622
December 19, 2019, on page E1622, the following appeared: HONORING THE LEGACY OF THE USS PTITSBURGH (SSN-720)The online version has been corrected to read: HONORING THE LEGACY OF THE USS PITTSBURGH (SSN-720)
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