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(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the Record.) 
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VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Ms. HARRIS. Mr. President. I was ab-
sent, but had I been present, I would 
have voted no on rollcall vote No. 401, 
the motion to invoke cloture on Execu-
tive Calendar No. 382, Matthew Walden 
McFarland, of Ohio, to be United 
States District Judge for the Southern 
District of Ohio. 

Mr. President. I was absent, but had 
I been present, I would have voted no 
on rollcall Vote No. 402, the confirma-
tion of Executive Calendar No. 382, 
Matthew Walden McFarland, of Ohio, 
to be United States District Judge for 
the Southern District of Ohio. 

Mr. President. I was absent, but had 
I been present, I would have voted no 
on rollcall Vote No. 403, the motion to 
invoke cloture on Executive Calendar 
No. 465, Anuraag Singhal, of Florida, to 
be United States District Judge for the 
Southern District of Florida. 

Mr. President. I was absent, but had 
I been present, I would have voted no 
on rollcall Vote No. 404, the motion to 
invoke cloture on Executive Calendar 
No. 466, Karen Spencer Marston, of 
Pennsylvania, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr. President. I was absent, but had 
I been present, I would have voted no 
on rollcall Vote No. 405, the motion to 
invoke cloture on Executive Calendar 
No. 480, Daniel Mack Traynor, of North 
Dakota, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of North Dakota. 

Mr. President. I was absent, but had 
I been present, I would have voted no 
on rollcall Vote No. 406, the motion to 
invoke cloture on Executive Calendar 
No. 481, Jodi W. Dishman, of Okla-
homa, to be United States District 
Judge for the Western District of Okla-
homa. 

Mr. President. I was absent, but had 
I been present, I would have voted no 
on rollcall Vote No. 407, the motion to 
invoke cloture on Executive Calendar 
No. 490, John M. Gallagher, of Pennsyl-
vania, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Penn-
sylvania. 

Mr. President. I was absent, but had 
I been present, I would have voted no 
on rollcall Vote No. 408, the motion to 
invoke cloture on Executive Calendar 
No. 536, Bernard Maurice Jones II, of 
Oklahoma, to be United States District 
Judge for the Western District of Okla-
homa. 

Mr. President. I was absent, but had 
I been present, I would have voted no 
on rollcall Vote No. 409, the motion to 
invoke cloture on Executive Calendar 
No. 354, Mary Kay Vyskocil, of New 
York, to be United States District 
Judge for the Southern District of New 
York. 

Mr. President. I was absent, but had 
I been present, I would have voted yes 
on rollcall Vote No. 410, the motion to 

invoke cloture on Executive Calendar 
No. 383, Kea Whetzal Riggs, of New 
Mexico, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of New Mexico. 

Mr. President. I was absent, but had 
I been present, I would have voted yes 
rollcall Vote No. 412, the motion to in-
voke cloture on Executive Calendar No. 
357, Stephanie Dawkins Davis, of 
Michigan, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of 
Michigan.∑ 
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H.R. 1865 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, 
today the Senate passed H.R. 1865, one 
of two appropriations packages needed 
to fund the Federal Government for fis-
cal year 2020. 

Eight appropriations bills are part of 
this consolidated appropriations bill— 
eight bills that fund programs which 
impact every part of our lives—and I 
am pleased that we have made several 
strong steps to better serve the Amer-
ican people. 

For Maryland and the Chesapeake 
Bay, the bill provides a historic level of 
funding for EPA’s Chesapeake Bay pro-
gram and continued funding for the 
dredging needs of the Port of Balti-
more. In addition, the bill provides 
funding for the Army Corps of Engi-
neers to resume oyster restoration 
work in the bay. These are hard-fought 
wins, and I appreciate the work of 
those in the Maryland and Chesapeake 
Bay delegations to help get this done. 

After years of Republican opposition, 
this bill finally funds critical gun vio-
lence research at the Centers for Dis-
ease Control. Gun violence is an epi-
demic, and we should be engaging our 
best minds to find solutions to keep 
the American people safe. I am also 
pleased that the bill includes funding 
for the CDC to research sexual abuse 
prevention and for the Agency for 
Healthcare Research Quality to sup-
port diagnostic error research—issues I 
have worked on in the Appropriations 
Committee. The bill also includes im-
portant increases for medical research 
at the National Institutes of Health 
and delivers funding to implement the 
Childhood Cancer STAR Act. 

H.R. 1865 includes a funding increase 
for the Infant and Early Childhood 
Mental Health Program, which helps 
develop, maintain, or enhance infant 
and early childhood mental health pro-
motion, intervention, and treatment 
programs for children at risk of devel-
oping, showing early signs of, or having 
been diagnosed with mental illness. 
The bill also includes funding to con-
tinue the National Adoption Com-
petency Mental Health Training Initia-
tive, which helps child welfare and 
mental health workers better under-
stand and address the mental health 
needs of children, youth, and their fam-
ilies moving toward or having achieved 
permanency through adoption or 
guardianship. 

I am also very pleased that the bill 
continues the Federal funding commit-

ment to WMATA. I, along with Senator 
CARDIN and our colleagues from Vir-
ginia have introduced a WMATA reau-
thorization bill that would authorize 
an additional 10 years of Federal fund-
ing. WMATA is the Nation’s transit 
system, and maintaining our Federal 
support is essential for the local econ-
omy and for the people who live and 
work here. Given the significant Fed-
eral ridership, it is incumbent on us to 
ensure the Federal Government pay its 
fair share. 

The bill fully funds a housing mobil-
ity demonstration project that Senator 
YOUNG and I have worked to develop. I 
look forward to the results of the pro-
gram as we look to expand housing 
vouchers and give families a safe and 
stable place from which to build their 
futures. The bill also funds the commu-
nity development block grant and 
HOME Partnership Program, two cru-
cial economic development programs 
that were eliminated in the President’s 
budget. 

I am pleased that the bill rejected a 
number of the President’s cuts to edu-
cation and actually boosts funds for 
afterschool and student support pro-
grams. It increases funding for title I 
and IDEA, two foundational programs 
that help students in underserved areas 
and those with disabilities have the re-
sources they need to get a good edu-
cation. The bill expands access to early 
education by increasing funds for the 
child care and development block grant 
and provides more K–12 wraparound 
services with boosts to the Full Service 
Community Schools and Promise 
Neighborhoods Programs. The bill in-
creases the Pell grant and continues 
funding for Senators to pay their in-
terns—an initiative I have worked 
closely on with Senators MURPHY, 
SCHATZ, COLLINS, and MURKOWSKI. 

While the bill is mostly focused on 
domestic policy, I appreciate the inclu-
sion of language I authored to hold 
Saudi Arabia to the ‘‘gold standard’’ 
section 123 agreement as a condition 
for Export-Import Bank financing for 
U.S. nuclear exports. We should not be 
transferring sensitive nuclear tech-
nology to Saudi Arabia without the es-
tablishment of strong nonproliferation 
guardrails. I am also pleased that the 
bill retains my provisions to sanction 
foreign government officials respon-
sible for the detention of American 
citizens and locally employed staff of 
U.S. diplomatic missions, urges the In-
dian Government to reverse course in 
Kashmir, bans the sale of arms to 
Turkish President Erdogan’s body-
guards, and mandates comprehensive 
oversight of the administration’s trav-
el ban and refugee resettlement poli-
cies. In addition, this legislation pro-
vides critical humanitarian and devel-
opment assistance for our partners and 
allies around the world, despite Presi-
dent Trump’s repeated attempts to cut 
the foreign assistance budget dramati-
cally. 

Importantly, H.R. 1865 includes a 10- 
year reauthorization of the Patient- 
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