January 6, 2020
EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 329.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Matthew H. Solomson, of
Maryland, to be a Judge of the United
States Court of Federal Claims for a
term of fifteen years.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Matthew H. Solomson, of Mary-
land, to be a Judge of the United States
Court of Federal Claims for a term of fifteen
years.

Mitch McConnell, Mike Crapo, Thom
Tillis, Mike Rounds, Lamar Alexander,
John Hoeven, Roger F. Wicker, Pat
Roberts, John Thune, Cindy Hyde-
Smith, John Boozman, Tom Cotton,
Chuck Grassley, Kevin Cramer, Steve
Daines, Todd Young, John Cornyn.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 462.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Eleni Maria Roumel, of Mary-
land, to be a Judge of the United
States Court of Federal Claims for a
term of fifteen years.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
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move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Eleni Maria Roumel, of Maryland,
to be a Judge of the United States Court of
Federal Claims for a term of fifteen years.
Mitch McConnell, Mike Crapo, Thom
Tillis, Mike Rounds, Lamar Alexander,
John Hoeven, Roger F. Wicker, Pat
Roberts, John Thune, Cindy Hyde-
Smith, John Boozman, Tom Cotton,
Chuck Grassley, Kevin Cramer, Steve
Daines, Todd Young, John Cornyn.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 525.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Michael George DeSombre, of
Illinois, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the King-
dom of Thailand.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Michael George DeSombre, of Illi-
nois, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Kingdom of Thailand.

Mitch McConnell, John Boozman, James
M. Inhofe, John Barrasso, Roy Blunt,
Todd Young, Shelley Moore Capito, Mi-
chael B. Enzi, Lisa Murkowski, John
Cornyn, Steve Daines, Lindsey Gra-
ham, Chuck Grassley, Josh Hawley,
Roger F. Wicker, Marsha Blackburn.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the mandatory quorum
calls be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE DEMOCRATIC LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.

IRAN

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, it has
been 4 days since the United States
carried out a military operation that
killed Major General Qasem Soleimani,
the commander of the Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps Quds Force. In the
days since, I have become increasingly
alarmed about the strike, a strike that

S13

was carried out with insufficient trans-
parency, without consultation of Con-
gress, and without a clear plan for
what comes next.

President Trump had promised to
keep the United States out of endless
wars in the Middle East. The Presi-
dent’s actions, however, have seem-
ingly increased the risk that we could
be dragged into exactly such a war. It
is indicative of President Trump’s for-
eign policy record, which is riddled by
chaotic, uninformed, erratic, and im-
pulsive decision-making without ade-
quate consideration for the con-
sequences.

In just about every foreign policy
area President Trump touches, we are
worse off than we were before he start-
ed with it. Whether it is with China,
North Korea, Syria, Russia, the Presi-
dent has careened from one impulsive
action to the next, with no coherent
strategy. North Korea today—despite
what President Trump said, we don’t
have to worry about them—is a greater
nuclear threat than they have ever
been. Trump’s actions have been disas-
trous. North Korea has more nuclear
weapons, and, by all reports, has either
developed or is very close to developing
an ICBM that can hit the U.S. main-
land. That is a result of President
Trump’s bumbling.

The situation in Syria is much worse
than before. Doing what he did in
Syria, pulling out those troops, made
no sense to anybody, even the most
hawkish foreign policy people we have,
and every time the President seems to
deal with Putin, Putin seems to come
out ahead. Looking at the President’s
chaotic and rudderless foreign policy in
hotspots around the globe, it is hard to
conclude that any of the situations are
better off than when the President
took office 3 years ago. His policies
seem to be characterized by erratic,
impulsive, and often egotistical behav-
ior, with little regard to a long-term
strategy that would advance the inter-
ests of the United States.

At times like this, it is essential for
Congress to provide a check on the
President and assert our constitutional
role in matters of war and peace. In my
view, President Trump does not—does
not—have authority to go to war with
Iran. There are several important
pieces of legislation that seek to,
again, assert Congress’s authority and
prerogative on these matters.

Senator KAINE has a War Powers Res-
olution that would force a debate and
vote in Congress to seek to prevent fur-
ther escalation of hostilities with Iran.
That resolution will be privileged, so it
will have to come to the floor. My col-
leagues, we are going to vote on it.

Senator SANDERS has introduced a
bill that would block funding for the
war with Iran. I am supportive of both
Senator KAINE’s and Senator SANDERS’
efforts, and I urge the Senate to con-
sider both in the coming days.

Additionally, the Trump administra-
tion must start acting with greater
transparency. By law, the Trump ad-
ministration must make a notification
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