January 7, 2020

Ludwig Joseph Maria of Austria, the heir pre-
sumptive of the throne of Austria-Hungary in
1914, which set in motion the Great War.

The decision to send American men and
women into harm’s way is the most con-
sequential decision the Constitution vests in
the President and the Congress.

That is why the Administration must consult
with and seek and secure from Congress au-
thorization to use military force (AUMF)
against Iran.

Any vote on an AUMF for engagement with
Iran must be preceded by meaningful, sub-
stantive, and thoughtful dialogue and robust
debate.

Members of Congress must be apprised of
all facts material to the decision and have ac-
cess to relevant documentation, classified and
otherwise, and afforded the opportunity to
meet in small groups and in secure locations
with senior members of the Administration’s
national security team who can answer de-
tailed and pointed questions and provide re-
quested information.

The Constitution wisely divides the responsi-
bility of deciding when to use military force to
protect the nation and its interests between
the President and the Congress, the rep-
resentatives of the American people.

The war in Irag taught this nation the impor-
tance of having accurate and reliable informa-
tion when deciding whether to use military
force and the painful costs in lives and treas-
ure of acting precipitously.

We cannot and dare not repeat that mis-
take.

That is why it is essential that all Members
of Congress have access to the relevant infor-
mation and the responsible Administration offi-
cials before any vote to authorize the use of
military force be scheduled.

———

IN HONOR OF OXFORD WINNING
THE AHSAA CLASS 6A FOOTBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| rise to recognize the Oxford High School
football team for winning the Alabama High
School Athletic Association (AHSAA) Class 6A
football championship.

The Yellow Jackets defeated Spanish Fort
14-13 in the championship game on Decem-
ber 6th played at Jordan-Hare Stadium at Au-
burn University. After an exciting game, the
Yellow Jackets secured their victory in the
final minute of the 4th quarter.

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating the students and faculty of Oxford
High School, the coaches, the players and all
the Yellow Jacket fans on this exciting
achievement. Go Yellow Jackets.

————

REMEMBERING LISA POWERS
COOPER

HON. STEVE COHEN
OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 7, 2020

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay a heartfelt tribute to Lisa Powers Coo-
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per, wife of my good friend and former Ten-
nessee State Senator Jerry Cooper, who died
last Friday at her home in McMinnville. As
chief of the Consumer Services Division of the
Tennessee Public Utilities Commission since
2009, Lisa Cooper showed her dedication to
public service. As a law student over seven
years, she showed her perseverance, grad-
uating from the Nashville School of Law in
2009 while working full time. But as the in-
separable wife of Jerry, she showed the kind
of love and support that inspired all of us who
knew them. Their marriage was bigger than
the sum of its parts and showed that two real-
ly can become one. As a valued friend, Lisa
was always supportive of me when | served in
the state Senate and since | have been in
Congress. She often offered wise counsel
over the phone, but also sent her love and
prayers. A graduate of Trevecca Nazarene
University, Lisa worked in government rela-
tions before going into state government, all
while raising a family and doting on her grand-
children. | want to express my deep condo-
lences to Jerry; Lisa’s parents, Larry Powers,
Sr. and Linda Pritchett; her daughter Holly and
her husband Ward Bushart of Nashville; step-
daughters and their spouses Elisa and Barry
Luna, Sally and Mike Pack and Faith and
Chase McGee; her grandchildren; her ex-
tended family and her many, many dear
friends and colleagues. She lived a good, vir-
tuous and remarkable life and will be missed.

——————

RECOGNIZING CHYANNE THOMAS
AS CONSTITUENT OF THE MONTH
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Mr. LEVIN of California. Madam Speaker,
this Holiday season, | am proud to recognize
Chyanne Thomas, a postal worker from Vista,
as my Constituent of the Month. Chyanne is a
hero for two children, their families, and our
entire community.

Chyanne’s vigilance while on her regular de-
livery route resulted in the identification of two
children who had been reported missing. Her
quick and caring response allowed these two
local children to be safely reunited with their
concerned families.

When Chyanne spotted Abby, a 15-year-old
with autism, she sprang into action. She used
the skills she had learned in a previous job
working with children with disabilities to keep
Abby calm and safe until police arrived. Two
weeks later, Chyanne saw a missing 4-year-
old girl alone during her route and didn’t hesi-
tate to approach her and make sure she was
okay until police and her parents arrived. With-
out Chyanne’s awareness, compassion, and
quick action, these two kids might still be
missing.

| launched a Constituent of the Month to
recognize individuals in the 49th District who
have gone above and beyond to help their
neighbors and support our community. | know
the families of those two missing children
would agree that Chyanne is well-deserving of
this recognition. | am proud to recognize her
as my Constituent of the Month.

E5

INTRODUCTION OF THE ENSURING
CHILD HEALTH COVERAGE COM-
PENSATION IN DIVORCE ACT OF
2019
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Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today, | in-
troduce the Ensuring Child Health Coverage
Compensation in Divorce Act of 2019. This bill
would require that when a court directs a non-
custodial parent (including a stepparent) to
provide health insurance to a child, the other
parent can get reimbursed directly from the in-
surer for any out-of-pocket medical expenses
for the child incurred by such parent, regard-
less of the source of insurance.

Typically in a divorce, one parent is court-
ordered to provide health insurance for the
child to prevent the child from going unin-
sured. However, the other parent may pay for
out-of-pocket medical expenses for the child
that are reimbursable by the insurer. Under
the Employee Retirement Income Security Act
of 1974, group health insurers are required to
directly reimburse a parent who pays for reim-
bursable out-of-pocket medical expenses
when the other parent has been court-ordered
to provide health insurance for the child. How-
ever, other health insurers are not required to
directly reimburse the other parent.

This bill would provide the same require-
ments for all health insurers to ensure that the
parent who pays for the out-of-pocket medical
expenses is reimbursed.

| strongly urge my colleagues to support this

bill.
——
HONORING THE SERVICE OF MAS-
TER SERGEANT DOUGLAS
WONACOTT

HON. MARK E. GREEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 7, 2020

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the service of Master
Sergeant Douglas Wonacott of the U.S.
Army’s 160th Special Operations Aviation
Regiment (Airborne).

MSG Wonacott enlisted in the United States
Army in 2000 and he has served with great
honor and distinction in the 160th Special Op-
erations Aviation Regiment (Airborne) through-
out his entire career. As a special operations
flight medic with the famed Night Stalkers,
MSG Wonacott provided life-saving medical
treatment for scores of U.S. soldiers who were
wounded in combat operations. Time and
again he demonstrated peerless courage
under enemy fire as he sought to provide
emergency care for the wounded—even when
a helicopter he was providing medical care on
was shot down by enemy fire in Iraq.

MSG Wonacott served with distinction and
valor in the War on Terror, with over a dozen
deployments to Iraq in a decade of conflict, as
well two deployments to Afghanistan in Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom. In the course of his
deployments, MSG Wonacott took part in Op-
eration Red Dawn, a crucial mission which
culminated in the capture of Iraqi dictator Sad-
dam Hussein.
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