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just while we were standing around
waiting to board the boat.

The sights and sounds of a healthy
marsh were an encouraging reminder of
nature’s ability to find a way to not
only survive but to flourish if we give
her a chance.

In Wyoming—well, don’t get me
wrong—climate change isn’t always a
popular subject. The State is basically
run by the fossil fuel industry, but
there I met a younger generation that
really gets it. I will not forget the de-
termination of leading winter sports
athletes in Jackson fighting to pre-
serve their winters; nor, in Lander, the
impassioned argument for climate ac-
tion from a young outdoor instructor
from NOLS, National Outdoor Leader-
ship School; nor, out at their campsite,
the fire-lit, passionate faces of Central
Wyoming College students on their
way up to take glacier measurements,
who well understand the stakes of cli-
mate change for their future and the
future of the State they love.

Typically, these climate road trips
that I do land me in States where the
fight for climate change may need a
little, say, boost. The opposite was true
in Colorado. It is a State on a major
climate winning streak: a State of good
climate bills passed during the last leg-
islative session; their biggest public
utility transitioning to renewable en-
ergy, building impressive renewable en-
ergy and electric vehicle infrastruc-
ture; and leading research institutes
bringing new renewable energy tech-
nologies to the marketplace.

The year 2019 also showed polling
that showed climate action was becom-
ing a top issue for American voters ev-
erywhere. A big part is young voters—
and especially young Republicans.
More than  three-fourths of all
millennials and a majority of millen-
nial Republicans agree on the need for
climate action. Last year, a Republican
former Member of Congress wrote
about climate change: My party will
never earn the votes of millennials un-
less it gets serious about finding solu-
tions.

It is not just younger voters. Ameri-
cans of all ages and political stripes
favor many of the solutions that sci-
entists and economists say are needed
to tackle climate change. An October
2019 Pew poll found that two-thirds of
Americans believe the Federal Govern-
ment needs to do more to combat cli-
mate change. The same poll showed 77
percent of Americans believe the
United States ought to prioritize devel-
oping alternative energy over fossil
fuels.

So the decades-long fossil fuel cam-
paign of obstruction and lies and denial
will not be tolerated much longer.

In New England, in the springtime, a
moment comes when the roof of your
house warms up enough to send the
snow sliding down off the roof in a big
whumpf. The snow may have piled up
slowly, over weeks and months, but it
comes down all at once in a whumpf.

The fossil fuel industry and its net-
work of front groups and trade associa-
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tions have spent years piling up their
crooked apparatus of climate obstruc-
tion. Increasingly, their evil behavior
is facing blowback from the public and
from regulators and from investors.
Alarm bells are ringing ever louder
from all quarters about the economic
risks.

Renewable energy and other green
technologies are ever more cost com-
petitive. Awareness of climate change
dangers is ever growing among the
American people. These are all signs
that the thaw, the whumpf, is near, and
2020 could be the moment.

I know things in Washington can
seem hopeless, but 2019 gave me some
reasons to hope. For 2020, well, it is
game on to tear down the crooked cas-
tle of climate denial and solve this
problem while still we can.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
McSALLY). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the provisions of rule XXII, at
11 a.m. tomorrow, the Senate vote on
the motions to invoke cloture on Exec-
utive Calendar Nos. 329, 462, and 525, in
the order listed; further, that if cloture
is invoked on the nominations, all
postcloture time be expired at 5 p.m.
tomorrow and the Senate vote on con-
firmation of the nominations with no
intervening action or debate; finally,
that if confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table and the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I move to proceed to legislative ses-
sion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I move to proceed to executive session
to consider Calendar No. 554.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Paul J. Ray, of Tennessee, to be Ad-
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ministrator of the Office of Informa-
tion and Regulatory Affairs, Office of
Management and Budget.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. I send a cloture
motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Paul J. Ray, of Tennessee, to be
Administrator of the Office of Information
and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Manage-
ment and Budget.

Mitch McConnell, John Boozman, James
M. Inhofe, John Barrasso, Roy Blunt,
Todd Young, Shelley Moore Capito, Mi-
chael B. Enzi, Lisa Murkowski, John
Cornyn, Steve Daines, Lindsey Gra-
ham, Chuck Grassley, Josh Hawley,
Roger F. Wicker, Marsha Blackburn.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the mandatory quorum
call be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
VOTE EXPLANATION

Ms. HARRIS. Madam President, I
was absent but had I been present, I
would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 416 the confirmation of Executive
Calendar No. 465, Anuraag Singhal, of
Florida, to be United States District
Judge for the Southern District of
Florida.

Madam President, I was absent but
had I been present, I would have voted
no on rollcall vote No. 417 the con-
firmation of Executive Calendar No.
466, Karen Spencer Marston, of Penn-
sylvania, to be United States District
Judge for the Eastern District of Penn-
sylvania.

Madam President, I was absent but
had I been present, I would have voted
no on rollcall vote No. 418 the con-
firmation of Executive Calendar No.
480, Daniel Mack Traynor, of North Da-
kota, to be United States District
Judge for the District of North Dakota.

Madam President, I was absent but
had I been present, I would have voted
no on rollcall vote No. 419 the con-
firmation of Executive Calendar No.
481, Jodi W. Dishman, of Oklahoma, to
be United States District Judge for the
Western District of Oklahoma.
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