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sons and their daughters; because it 
will be those Americans and their chil-
dren who will sacrifice not just them-
selves but the roads, the bridges, the 
schools, and the scholarships that will 
get consumed in the costs of war; and 
because our Founders understood that 
the true power of our awesome war ma-
chine was not in the technology. It lay 
in the sober assent and careful enthu-
siasm of millions of Americans, not in 
the decision of one person in an Oval 
Office. 

So, here we are. Yes, the questions 
are many and complicated. Was the 
strike on General Soleimani legal? Was 
it ethical? Was it smart? These are not 
easy questions, and I suspect the an-
swers will come only over time and 
after careful study. But right now, in 
this there is a question that hangs the 
lives of our people and potentially tril-
lions of dollars: What comes next? 

For those of us who were chanting, 
cheerleading, and whipping themselves 
into a belligerent frenzy, reflect on our 
experience over the last 20 years in 
places like Afghanistan, Iraq, and 
Libya. Comments by the Secretary of 
Defense notwithstanding, that we are 
not looking to start a war, but we are 
prepared to end one, the experience of 
the last 20 years is that we are not pre-
pared to end any war. Some estimates 
suggest that we have spent $6 trillion 
on Middle Eastern wars, and more im-
portantly, we have laid down the lives 
of thousands of our men and women. 

While we may have taken some satis-
faction from the removal of people like 
Saddam Hussein and Muammar Qa-
dhafi, at what cost? One of our most 
accomplished Middle Eastern dip-
lomats, Philip Gordon, answers that 
question best. Philip Gordon wrote this 
years ago: ‘‘In Iraq, the U.S. intervened 
and occupied, and the result was a 
costly disaster. In Libya, the U.S. in-
tervened and did not occupy, and the 
result was a costly disaster. In Syria, 
the U.S. neither intervened nor occu-
pied, and the result is a costly dis-
aster.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I close my plea for care, 
thoughtfulness, and careful consider-
ation by reminding my colleagues of a 
friend who died almost exactly a year 
ago, Walter B. Jones, Jr., from North 
Carolina. Some of us in this Chamber 
remember his journey. 
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In 2003, he was an ardent supporter of 
the Iraq war; and over time and, in par-
ticular, when he attended the funeral 
for a young sergeant in his district, he 
came to regret his decision. This was 
the guy who led the charge to rename 
French fries ‘‘freedom fries,’’ and he 
came to be haunted by what he had 
done and by what we had done. 

I didn’t know Walter well, but we 
celebrated his life when he died. Let’s 
be like Walter. Let’s learn the cost of 
war—but let’s not attend funerals to do 
it—and give this decision the careful 
consideration it deserves. 

TEPID ECONOMIC RESULTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, as we 
begin the new year and the new decade, 
economic results feel tepid for working 
communities across our country. 

The President touts and newspapers 
parrot his misguided belief that Amer-
ica is experiencing the greatest econ-
omy for everyone. 

No, not for everyone. 
Sure, many indicators prioritized by 

Wall Street and Washington support 
and reflect this statement, but speak 
with millions and millions of lower and 
middle-class workers, Americans 
across our country—especially in the 
heartland, in the Midwest—and you 
will find they feel quite differently. 
They are falling deeper into debt. 

Despite President Trump’s exaggera-
tion, a soaring stock market is not in-
dicative of a strong economy for all. 
Most Americans do not have a signifi-
cant stake in the stock market. They 
work paycheck to paycheck. They have 
to pay higher prices for everything. 

According to fact-checkers at 
PolitiFact, Americans of modest in-
comes are significantly less invested in 
the stock market than wealthier Amer-
icans. 

No surprise there. 
Other groups, including minorities 

and those without a college education, 
also lag in stock ownership, meaning 
that the stock market rally President 
Trump and the Republican Party so 
loudly brag about misses—bypasses— 
the large majority of Americans. 

While unemployment numbers are 
relatively low, tens of millions of 
Americans continue to live and work 
below the poverty line. If you take 
look at their paycheck, many of them 
have to get food support through the 
government because they can’t make 
ends meet—working people who are 
poor, millions of them. 

Millions more are unemployed and 
working multiple jobs just to make 
ends meet for themselves and their 
families. Others have given up on find-
ing work altogether, especially in 
towns and cities, where good work has 
simply disappeared and not been re-
placed. These families simply exist. 

Since NAFTA’s passage in the early 
1990s, communities across America—es-
pecially in our industrial heartland— 
have endured the outsourcing of living- 
wage, middle-class jobs to Mexico and 
other penny-wage environments where 
workers are exploited to produce goods 
for pennies on the dollar. 

Because of disastrous trade policies 
such as NAFTA and lack of enforce-
ment by governments like Mexico, our 
young people have grown up in the 
shadows of shuttered factories they 
have never seen in operation. For too 
many, the pain of NAFTA’s and other 
trade agreements’ broken promises re-
main raw and real. 

So, while job creation numbers may 
be up in one place, one must wonder: 

What sort of jobs are being created and 
how many are good jobs? The answer 
is: not nearly enough. 

Many of the lost living-wage manu-
facturing jobs weren’t only outsourced 
to Mexico; others shifted to China. 

What has the President’s unpredict-
able posturing with China has given 
our heartland? Desperate farmers and 
even more pain for manufacturing 
workers. 

The 18-month-long trade war with 
China has undermined business invest-
ment. It pushed the manufacturing in-
dustry into a recession and cost an ad-
ditional $42 billion for American con-
sumers who have paid more for needed 
goods, according to a new Federal Re-
serve Bank study. 

This year brings small relief for the 7 
million lucky Americans who live in 
cities and States that will see wage in-
creases; but this is no thanks to the 
President or the Senate Republicans 
who still refuse to move the Raise the 
Wage Act the House passed last year 
for the millions of workers who live at 
the lowest level of paid wages in our 
country. 

Millions of American workers remain 
left behind by the $7.25 minimum wage, 
or $15,080 for a full year’s work, be-
cause the Federal minimum wage re-
mains stagnant. American workers 
haven’t had the benefit of a Federal 
minimum wage increase in over a dec-
ade, yet the prices of everything have 
gone up—right?—medicine, housing, 
food, cars, local taxes. 

There isn’t a single congressional dis-
trict in our Nation where a full-time 
minimum wage worker can afford a 
two-bedroom apartment. How about 
that? 

Factor in the rising cost of 
healthcare and education, and more 
American families continue to live at 
the breaking point and are going deep-
er into debt. This President continues 
to push for the repeal of the Affordable 
Care Act, despite no plan to replace it. 

Here is another example of President 
Trump and Senate Majority Leader 
MITCH MCCONNELL’s failure to act to 
support workers: Our House passed the 
Butch Lewis Act—with bipartisan sup-
port, it passed this Chamber—to ad-
dress the worsening multiemployer 
pension crisis. 

Currently, there are about 1,400 mul-
tiemployer plans covering nearly 10 
million people across our country who 
are retired—60,000 in Ohio alone. These 
plans are certain to run out of money 
to support those retirees. It is esti-
mated that 1.3 million retirees and 
workers are set to lose these benefits. 

Mr. Speaker, the Senate should pass 
the bill that we passed here for these 
retirees; and we all, as a country, 
should work to improve the economic 
outlook for millions and millions of 
working Americans who, frankly, are 
left out of this economy. 
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IMPROVING QUALITY OF LIFE FOR 
YOUNG JUVENILES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, let 
me, first of all, say how grateful we are 
that, as the assessment has been made, 
none of our brave soldiers lost their 
lives last night in the Iranian attack 
and that it is crucial this week that 
this Congress assert its authority, its 
constitutional authority as it relates 
to any declaration of war, which is our 
authority under Article I, in spite of 
the unfortunate determination made 
by this administration putting Amer-
ican soldiers in danger, diplomats mak-
ing their families have great concern, 
and, certainly, jeopardizing the secu-
rity of the American people. 

Our soldiers, most of all, we respect 
and honor, but we must do our job. As 
we do that, it is important, as well, to 
recognize that our work must go on. 

Over the years, I have worked on any 
number of responses to improving the 
quality of life of our young juveniles. 
On any given day, over 48,000 youth in 
the United States are confined in fa-
cilities away from home as a result of 
the juvenile justice or criminal justice 
involvement. In many instances, they 
are not assigned a particular sentence 
and can stay incarcerated or detained 
until they are 21. Most are held in re-
strictive correctional-style facilities, 
and thousands are held without even 
having had a trial—no sentence. 

Mr. Speaker, 92 percent of youth in 
juvenile facilities are in locked facili-
ties. According to a 2018 report, 52 per-
cent of long-term secure facilities, 44 
percent of detention facilities, and 43 
percent of reception and diagnostic 
centers also use mechanical restraints 
like handcuffs, leg cuffs, restraining 
chairs, straightjackets, with 40 percent 
of long-term secure facilities and de-
tention centers isolating youth in 
locked rooms for 4 hours or more. 

In the State of Texas, we have had a 
long history with our foster care sys-
tem and our detention system where 
young people—juveniles—have been 
abused, sexually assaulted, and other 
indignities, altering them for life. 

According to selected findings from 
the Juvenile Residential Facility Cen-
sus released in December 2018, 46 per-
cent of all facilities reported locking 
youths in their rooms. Among public 
facilities, 81 percent of local facilities 
and 68 percent of State facilities re-
ported locking young people in sleep-
ing rooms. 

These young people are going to be 
the future leaders or the future citi-
zens, residents of this Nation. They 
will have to take their rightful place. 

This is wrong, and so I intend to in-
troduce an omnibus reformation of the 
juvenile justice system to reform it so 
that we can respond appropriately to 
these 48,000-plus and really restore 
their lives. 

I have already introduced legislation 
to ban solitary confinement, and lock-
ing juveniles in their rooms, lockdown, 
is equal to that. 

We don’t know the altering factor in 
the development of these young people. 
Studies have shown brains are not fully 
developed until the age of 25, and yet 
we put on the brains of these young 
people under 25 in the juvenile justice 
system the kinds of stimuli that would 
alter their life forever. 

We also want to address the question 
of juveniles having a future, to ban the 
box of having to admit being arrested 
or in a juvenile detention center. 

Remember, most of these juveniles 
have not had trials. They have not had 
due process. They don’t have a sen-
tence. They can remain in that facility 
until, in many instances, the age of 21 
if they came in at 12 or 14 a for non-
violent offense. 

Then, of course, we need to find al-
ternative places for juveniles to be able 
to have wraparound services that real-
ly restore them to being a full, young 
person who can enjoy life and get an 
education. 

Many times when juveniles are in ju-
venile detention centers, their edu-
cations are spotty, at best. They don’t 
return to the school system, and they 
are isolated and prone to dropping out. 

Yes, families need help. Families 
wind up in the juvenile justice system 
or the family court system out of des-
peration because we don’t have help for 
those families. 

We need wraparound services, sup-
port services, that will encourage and 
enhance family unity and the ability to 
address the needs of this young person. 

Maybe it is volatility, immaturity. 
Maybe it is a response to home life. 
Maybe it is because there is drug abuse 
in the family or criminal activity in 
the family, or maybe there is poverty 
in the family or one parent struggling 
to raise a number of children. 

We cannot abandon 48,000 children 
every year in this Nation, Mr. Speaker, 
and so I will introduce the omnibus re-
form bill of the juvenile justice system 
to ensure that we save and build the 
lives of our young people. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 57 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. CUELLAR ) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Lord our God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. At the begin-
ning of this new session, surround us 
with Your Holy Spirit. Lord, these are 
anxious days for Your children on 

Earth. The risks of misunderstanding 
and failed messaging are great. Help all 
of us to seek Your presence in our 
midst that peace and goodwill might 
prevail. 

We know, O Lord, this is a lot to ask. 
Have mercy on us. 

May the comings and goings of Your 
people be under the seal of Your loving 
care, and may all our work be done for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 

gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
WILSON) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

U.S. SOLDIERS IN HARM’S WAY 

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, 4,559 U.S. soldiers have been 
killed in Iraq since the 2003 invasion 
and occupation. Despite their sac-
rifices, 17 years later, Iran now owns 
and controls Iraq today. 

2,430 U.S. soldiers have been killed in 
Afghanistan, and today we are negoti-
ating for peace with the Taliban, the 
terror organization that is most re-
sponsible for the killing of our soldiers. 

These wars have cost nearly $5 tril-
lion and have taken nearly 7,000 lives 
of U.S. soldiers. 

Before going after Qasem Soleimani, 
the 5,200 U.S. soldiers still stuck in 
Iraq should have been evacuated and 
out of harm’s way. But they weren’t. 
They were put in harm’s way by our 
Commander-in-Chief during Iran’s 
highly predictable retaliatory attack 
last night on U.S. military installa-
tions in Iraq. 

f 

2020 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA FOR 
SECOND CONGRESSIONAL DIS-
TRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, last week, I traveled across 
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