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her many years of service to our coun-
try. 

f 

OPPOSING ACTION IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST 

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of 
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York. Mr. Speaker, along with the 
American people, I oppose any reckless 
action that would lead us into another 
endless war in the Middle East. And, 
yet, we now have thousands more 
troops in the Middle East than we had 
before the President unilaterally made 
the decision to kill Soleimani. 

My prayers are with each and every 
American serving in harm’s way to 
keep us safe. 

While I do not mourn the death of 
Soleimani, a terrorist with American 
blood on his hands, the American peo-
ple deserve to know how this will make 
us safer. How will it make us safer? 

Unfortunately, the President pro-
vided little clarity in his statement, so 
we still don’t know how this action 
will affect our Nation’s security. 

I am against war with Iran. Another 
endless war in the Middle East would 
be a grave mistake. 

f 

b 1215 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 535, PFAS ACTION ACT 
OF 2019 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 779 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 779 

Resolved, That at any time after adoption 
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant 
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 535) to require 
the Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency to designate per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances as hazardous sub-
stances under the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation, and Liabil-
ity Act of 1980. The first reading of the bill 
shall be dispensed with. All points of order 
against consideration of the bill are waived. 
General debate shall be confined to the bill 
and amendments specified in this resolution 
and shall not exceed one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. After general debate 
the bill shall be considered for amendment 
under the five-minute rule. In lieu of the 
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce now printed in the bill, an amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute consisting 
of the text of Rules Committee Print 116-45, 
modified by the amendment printed in part 
A of the report of the Committee on Rules 
accompanying this resolution, shall be con-
sidered as adopted in the House and in the 
Committee of the Whole. The bill, as amend-
ed, shall be considered as the original bill for 
the purpose of further amendment under the 

five-minute rule and shall be considered as 
read. All points of order against provisions 
in the bill, as amended, are waived. No fur-
ther amendment to the bill, as amended, 
shall be in order except those printed in part 
B of the report of the Committee on Rules. 
Each such further amendment may be of-
fered only in the order printed in the report, 
may be offered only by a Member designated 
in the report, shall be considered as read, 
shall be debatable for the time specified in 
the report equally divided and controlled by 
the proponent and an opponent, shall not be 
subject to amendment, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question 
in the House or in the Committee of the 
Whole. All points of order against such fur-
ther amendments are waived. At the conclu-
sion of consideration of the bill for amend-
ment the Committee shall rise and report 
the bill, as amended, to the House with such 
further amendments as may have been 
adopted. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill, as amended, 
and on any further amendment thereto to 
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Pennsylvania is recog-
nized for 1 hour. 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Arizona (Mrs. LESKO), pending 
which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
this resolution, all time yielded is for 
the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
be given 5 legislative days to revise and 
extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, on 

Tuesday, the Rules Committee met and 
reported a structured rule for House 
Resolution 779, providing for consider-
ation of H.R. 535, the PFAS Action Act 
of 2019. 

The rule provides 1 hour of general 
debate equally divided and controlled 
by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. The rule self-executes a 
manager’s amendment by Chairman 
PALLONE, makes in order 22 amend-
ments, and provides one motion to re-
commit. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to start 
the new year and the new congres-
sional session with our first legislative 
action being a rule for a comprehen-
sive, bipartisan bill to address a threat 
to our constituents, both across Penn-
sylvania and across the country. 

Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances, 
commonly known as PFAS, have been 
manufactured and used in the United 
States for over 60 years. These chemi-
cals are found in everyday products 
like food packaging materials, cleaning 
products, nonstick cookware, stain- 
and water-resistant materials, fire-
fighting foams, and more. 

There are thousands of PFAS chemi-
cals, but two of the most common and 

most notorious are PFOA and PFOS, 
substances used to make Teflon and 
Scotchgard, respectively. 

PFAS are known as forever chemi-
cals. They do not break down, and they 
remain in the environment and other 
living organisms for decades. PFAS 
chemicals are made of one of the 
strongest carbon bonds possible. As a 
result, these substances are extremely 
persistent in the environment and are 
able to be absorbed by humans and 
wildlife. 

PFAS have long been linked with 
various forms of cancer, including kid-
ney, liver, and pancreatic cancers; 
weakened immune systems; low birth 
weight; infertility; impaired childhood 
development; and other diseases. 

Not only are these substances resil-
ient and harmful, but they are now 
found in the blood of over 99 percent of 
Americans. 

PFAS contaminate our environment 
in a variety of ways, particularly 
through landfills and wastewater run-
off sites. Once these chemicals are in-
troduced into an area, they leach into 
the soil and groundwater, becoming 
immediate threats to surrounding life. 

Analysis by the Environmental 
Working Group found that more than 
1,500 drinking water systems in the 
United States may be contaminated 
with PFAS, affecting up to 110 million 
Americans from drinking water alone. 

In the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania, 17 sites have been identified as 
containing PFAS contamination. Some 
of these sites are water utilities and ci-
vilian airports, but additional sites 
like waste incinerators were included 
as well. People living in close prox-
imity to waste incinerators already 
face a host of environmental risk fac-
tors from polluted air and water. Addi-
tional contaminants from PFAS adds 
insult to injury for these neglected and 
often economically distressed areas. 

The Department of Defense has iden-
tified over 400 military sites across the 
U.S. that use or were suspected of hav-
ing used PFAS in firefighting foam. 
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, is 
home to two of these former bases 
where firefighting foam leached into 
the groundwater after years of use. 
These bases are no longer active, but 
the effects from PFAS will be felt by 
residents for generations to come. 

My friend and colleague, Congress-
woman MADELEINE DEAN, a founding 
member of the PFAS Task Force, 
helped secure a grant to study the 
health effects of PFAS contamination 
in this area. I commend the work that 
she is doing to protect her constituents 
and to ensure that they have a water 
supply that they can rely on for gen-
erations to come. 

The fact of the matter is that the 
Federal Government has known about 
the dangers presented by PFAS for 
years. The chemical industry has 
known for even longer and, 
unsurprisingly, has fought tooth and 
nail against efforts to regulate their 
distribution and use. 
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