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to live and work, I didn’t know that I 
had a bunch of relatives who lived in 
Gary who were also involved in poli-
tics: the Allen family who grew up, 
some of them, with Mayor Hatcher at 
the same time. My cousin Dozier Allen, 
and then his son, who is now on the 
county board, and his cousin, who was 
on the county board before that, Roo-
sevelt Allen. If I had known that the 
Allens were there and were my cousins, 
I might have gone to Gary instead of 
coming to Chicago. 

But I remember 1967. I remember 
1972. I can remember those huge crowds 
of people who converged on Roosevelt 
High School where the National Black 
Political Convention was taking place 
and all of the eloquent speakers who 
were there: poets, Baraka, Ron Del-
lums, and Charlie Diggs from Detroit. 
It was the most exciting thing I had 
ever done, I mean, just to be in the 
presence of all this action. 

It seemed as though each speaker 
would be more eloquent and more com-
pelling than whoever spoke before 
them. And, of course, Mayor Hatcher, 
as the host and the person who had 
brought everybody together, was just 
off the charts. 

You have pointed out how much his 
presence, not only on an individual 
basis, means as a motivator, 
stimulater, and activator for so many 
others throughout the country who de-
cided they wanted to do this. They 
could do this because Richard Hatcher 
had shown the way. 

And the individual cities that looked 
at Gary. 

Of course, Gary was a different Gary: 
steel mills, steel jobs, opportunities, 
people were flocking. So a lot of folks 
who don’t look at history in terms of 
understanding and knowing how things 
became and have become the way that 
they were, I mean, it is good to see 
Gary on the way back. 

It has been good to work with Mayor 
Rudy Clay, with Mayor Karen Wilson, 
and with others who are using what 
Mayor Hatcher did. 

It is good to know his daughter. It is 
good to have come in contact with the 
individuals who are there who have re-
fused to give up. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Mr. VIS-
CLOSKY for being a real part of the re-
birth and redevelopment and recon-
stitution and reinstitution of Gary, In-
diana, to become one of our cities that 
we knew in the past and so we can 
think of what is yet to come. 

I thank Congressman RUSH again for 
his vision. I thank him for his fore-
sight, for his insight, and for giving us 
to share, along with Representative 
CARSON and Representative VISCLOSKY 
and himself, so that people who really 
didn’t know the history of Mayor Rich-
ard Gordon Hatcher might have a bet-
ter understanding of what his presence 
has meant, not just to Gary, but to 
America. 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, as I close 
this significant moment in the annals 
of this Congress, let me just say to the 

family of Mayor Hatcher once again, as 
I reflect on my public career, as I re-
flect on all of us who are public offi-
cials who represent African American 
communities, as I reflect on all public 
officials, but particularly those of us 
who have historically been denied the 
opportunity to serve, I want to thank 
this wonderful man for giving me and 
others the audacity: the audacity to 
act, to believe, to run, to get elected, 
to lead. 

Mr. Speaker, I give thanks to Mayor 
Hatcher for showing us the way to con-
tribute, to add our voices to the plight 
of those who are seeking the American 
Dream, and for giving us the audacity, 
the audacity to act. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

PUT MANUFACTURING ECONOMY 
AT THE FOREFRONT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the Chair recognizes the 
gentlewoman from Michigan (Ms. STE-
VENS) for 30 minutes. 

Ms. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
this evening to recognize a new year 
and a new decade in which we find our-
selves, the second half of this session of 
the 116th Congress, an incredible dele-
gation of individuals who have come 
together on behalf of the American 
people, for the American people, to 
usher in an agenda of renewal, of 
standing up for everyday hardworking 
Americans: to protect their healthcare; 
to advocate for infrastructure and 
good, sound infrastructure spending; as 
well as to stand up for hardworking 
Americans who have always played by 
the rules and have worked for their re-
tirement savings, my pensioners back 
home in Michigan. 

It was a delight to close out the end 
of the decade back home in my district 
with so many of my beloved constitu-
ents and the community members who 
make us so strong. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a fact that on Jan-
uary 3, 2020, this new year, this new 
decade, 1 year from when this Congress 
was sworn in, this session of Congress 
was sworn in, the headline became pro-
nounced that industrial activity has 
come down to its lowest point since 
2009, since the heart of the recession, 
with production, inventories, and new 
orders falling. 

These are real headlines. These are 
headlines that affect the heart of 
America. And while so much hums in 
our national media and in our national 
news, this is a reality for so many. This 
is a reality for Michigan’s 11th Dis-
trict. 

We were delighted, we were pleased 
to see us pass the USMCA overwhelm-
ingly bipartisan for the manufacturers, 
for the manufacturing economy, for 
the hardworking union members who 
will get a better deal because we are 
advocating for buy American content. 

We know the road to implementation 
will be long, but it is an implementa-

tion that the suppliers in my district, 
from Auburn Hills down to Plymouth, 
an implementation they are planning 
for. Yet the reality is such that a man-
ufacturing recession hangs before us, a 
manufacturing recession as marked by 
low levels of productivity. 

b 1900 
Over the last 6 months of 2019, manu-

facturers lost a net of 23,000 jobs and 
average hours worked fell to its lowest 
levels in 8 years. Who is talking about 
this? Your Congresswoman from Michi-
gan’s 11th District is talking about this 
here tonight. 

The reality of tariffs has cost us. 
Tariffs imposed have cost U.S. corpora-
tions $34 billion as of October 2019, as 
marked by that day since they were 
implemented. 

Also, as October 2019 has marked, 
manufacturing taxpayers have paid $1.8 
billion in 2019 in additional tariffs, in 
additional money. I talk to these em-
ployers. I talk to these small busi-
nesses. I talk to the lifeblood of the 
American economy, and they are pay-
ing more. They are squeezed. Their 
margins are tight. Can this continue? 
No, it cannot. 

So that agenda that we are ushering 
in here the first month of 2020, is that 
we do not forget that we need to ad-
dress the problem of tariffs for our 
manufacturers. We have given cer-
tainty with USMCA. We knew we need-
ed to give that certainty, in part, be-
cause the jobs were going to go else-
where. The investment was going to be 
made elsewhere. It wasn’t going to be 
made in the American workforce. 

We are in a global race to compete. 
We have got to compete as Americans. 
We have got to compete as manufactur-
ers in small communities, in suburban 
communities like the ones that I have 
the privilege and honor of representing. 
Comprised within that are the people 
who are going to work every single 
day: in snowstorms, in rainstorms, on 
sunny days, in the middle of summer, 
putting food on the table. 

We look at wages and we ask our-
selves as we are now in this third dec-
ade of this millennium of this century: 
What has transpired with wages? The 
alarming headline as we were closing 
out 2019 was that the richest, the 
wealthiest 500 individuals increased 
their wealth in 2019 by $1 trillion, by 
over $1 trillion, when wages for our 
middle class have remained stagnant; 
where wages for the lowest earners in 
our economy—we are still advocating 
to raise the minimum wage from $7, 
just about. It is the year 2020. 

Who is working those jobs, by the 
way? Single mothers; people who have 
played by the rules and who have chil-
dren, who aren’t just working tem-
porary jobs. This is the promise of 
America. This is the dream of America, 
Mr. Speaker, that we are representing, 
and that I am fighting for all of you, 
where my sleeves are rolled up. The 
things that I am eyeing here. 

Because if we don’t start addressing 
this, we stop winning. We stop having 
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an American-first agenda. So we have 
got to put the manufacturing economy 
at the forefront. We have got to look at 
the plight of exports. We saw that with 
the USMCA, the passage of the 
USMCA. 

Over 95 percent of the world’s con-
sumers are outside of American bor-
ders. We want to sell the best-in-class, 
American-made product from Michigan 
by the best-in-class Michigan work-
force to the world. We want to get it 
into these markets. 

So we look at how we can be smart. 
We can look at the things that we did 
during the big recession, right, the big 
recession of 2008–2009, and what got us 
out of that, the strategies and the poli-
cies that we put forward in export 
agenda, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker knows this from where 
the gentleman sits. I acknowledge my 
friend from South Carolina who is in a 
port destination. 

We got smart about how we sold 
American product. We invested in 
small business, awards—the States 
Small Business Act is what I am talk-
ing about. It awarded money through 
the Small Business Administration to 
States like Michigan. We qualify for 
these dollars. This was $200,000 that the 
State of Michigan got and made awards 
to companies who applied, who met the 
qualifications, the small businesses, 
and gave them seed money that they 
matched with their own money to go 
sell their products in Europe and over-
seas and to different consumers. The 
results were exponential. That money 
paid for itself. 

Then the political tides changed and 
we got rid of it, and we are still here 10 
years later trying to figure out how we 
are going to make those investments. 

Well, let’s go back and look at the 
States Small Business Jobs Act of 2010. 
Let’s figure out how we can get in 
front of a manufacturing recession. It 
is technical. Look at auto sales. They 
are down. They are down in 2019. Not as 
dramatic as it was in 2008 when we had 
the largest drop in automotive sales in 
the history the automobile. 

Auto sales are down because hard-
working men and women put things on 
the line. They went on strike. They 
asked for better healthcare. They 
asked for fair wages. They asked for re-
tirement packages. When we talk 
about middle-class job growth, when 
we talk about growing our middle 
class, what are we talking about? We 
are talking about lifting people out of 
poverty. 

The facts are clear: productivity is 
not at its highest level. Productivity is 
at some of its lowest level, and inequal-
ity is at some of its highest level; in-
equality matched by wage disparity, 
Mr. Speaker. 

Then we have this interesting reality 
with our skills gap in this country, and 
this is something I hear all over my 
district. Every time I am talking to a 
manufacturer, or an educator, or a 
champion in my community, it is: 
Where are we going to find the work-
ers? 

Just today, I was talking with folks 
from the coding organization, Hour of 
Code, and they gave me a few minutes. 
And I had the opportunity to be re-
minded that we have tens of thousands 
of open computer science jobs in this 
country, and we are not graduating the 
level of computer scientists that we 
need to graduate to fill those jobs. 

We have got to invest in our own. 
This is something in Michigan we know 
very well. We have got great univer-
sities. Our students stick around. We 
want them to stick around. That is 
part of my charge here. It is what I am 
trying to represent as your Member of 
Congress, the attraction agenda, the 
boomerangs, those who maybe took a 
job or an educational opportunity else-
where but have come back to invest in 
our community. We see that all over. 
We see that in the rich innovation 
transpiring throughout the district: 
two-to-one patents in autonomous ve-
hicle technology; 75 percent of the R&D 
taking place here. 

And then we remind ourselves, in the 
previous Congress, in the 115th Con-
gress, there was a big tax bill that got 
passed into law. It was so partisan in 
certain respects. And now, the effects 
of this tax bill are playing out. Who 
has benefited and who hasn’t? The 
wealthiest individuals, Americans, 
have seen their wealth increase by over 
$1 trillion. Our middle class is still pay-
ing. They are not seeing the growth 
that they have expected to see. 

Many large, multinational corpora-
tions are paying nothing in taxes, 
while we all pay, and, yet, our deficit 
has ballooned yet again. In this case, it 
ballooned astronomically, Mr. Speaker. 
It ballooned by $1.5 trillion as pro-
jected from this tax scam. 

When are we going to start investing 
in the middle class? That is what we 
are up to here. That is what the second 
part of this session of Congress is 
about, the infrastructure guarantee. 
When we say, guess what? Every single 
American has got the right to clean 
and safe drinking water, to fresh air to 
breathe, to safe and maintained road-
ways and bridges so we can continue to 
create jobs. 

This is why I created the Congres-
sional Plastic Solutions Task Force in 
partnership with our Congressional Re-
cycling Caucus. We have a plastics 
problem globally and in this country. 
Why? Because of a fallacious trade war, 
tariff war, that has been started. 

China stopped taking our recycled 
goods. They stopped taking our plas-
tics. So you talk to your municipali-
ties, and who is paying? They are. Who 
is paying? You are; our taxpayers, yet 
again; our communities, yet again. If 
you didn’t know that, your munici-
pality of residence pays to do the recy-
cling. 

Now, let’s think about this really 
clearly, because I believe we have the 
greatest opportunity to create and 
awaken an incredible supply chain in 
recycling technology in this country. 

As the chair of the Research and 
Technology Subcommittee of the Com-

mittee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology, I had a hearing about this. It 
was absolutely brilliant: industry, re-
search, academia, and my munici-
pality—Paul Sincock, the Plymouth 
City manager—all saying the same 
thing: Give us standards. Mark the 
goods. Tell us what to do with them. 
And then let’s think about how we can 
invest, and pilot, and inspire; more so, 
get strategic about how we actually 
want to do recycling in this country to 
create jobs. 

Because if we think about the sorting 
and the materials and what goes into 
it, the onus is on all of us. It is on us 
as a Federal Government and as a part-
ner with local government, State gov-
ernment, and individual consumers, 
and the companies who want to see the 
reuse of these materials. 

So we are quite enthusiastic about 
these opportunities, but it begins with 
investing in R&D, research and devel-
opment. And this is what kind of gets 
my goat with the tax bill that was 
passed before I got here. Because ac-
cording to the International Monetary 
Fund, only one-fifth of the tax gains to 
businesses were directed toward capital 
and R&D expenditures, so we are not 
seeing that investment going to the 
new technologies that will create the 
new jobs, that will employ more peo-
ple. 

We know it is exciting. We know it is 
there. We know if we gave every mu-
nicipality in this country the oppor-
tunity to recycle to their full poten-
tial, to reduce, reuse, reuse those mate-
rials, we would not only gain back 
those materials that we have sourced, 
but we would have new jobs as a result 
of that. 

Mr. Speaker, as we talk about the 
jobs and as we look at the skills that 
our employers are looking for, that we 
are training for in this year 2020, in 
this new decade, some reference that 
we are in this fourth industrial revolu-
tion of which I am a champion. 

This is where I came out of before I 
was in this body. I was working in the 
industrial Internet of Things space, 
collaborating with nonprofits and uni-
versities and community colleges and 
local school districts, like my good 
friends in Novi Community School Dis-
trict. 

We had a lot of fun and we are identi-
fying those skills. We have identified 
them. We codified the job roles: tech-
nology and computer skills; digital 
skills; an understanding of the ones 
and zeros; programming skills for ro-
bots and automation. 

b 1915 

These are things that have great 
meaning to those of us in Michigan’s 
11th District because I am home to the 
company that has the largest robot, 
with FANUC in the world in Rochester 
Hills/Auburn Hills. 

It is really quite exciting, working 
with tools and different techniques, dif-
ferent technical skills and critical 
thinking. 
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These are things that don’t know 

partisan lines, by the way. These are 
things that make you stand up and say: 
I am going to be a champion for this, 
addressing the root pain that is seeping 
into our economy. 

These are realities. Last year, Michi-
gan lost 6,200 factory jobs, yet we are 
creating and innovating at exponential 
rates. We decided to go it alone with 
tariffs, and we are paying the price. We 
are being squeezed. 

I believe we can all work together to 
solve this. I am not being a naysayer 
because we all know we need to hold 
China accountable. This is something 
that has been a project of mine 
throughout my career, which is how to 
take on the bad actors with the illegal 
dumping, the currency manipulation, 
the stealing of our patents, and the un-
fair playing field that affects our work-
force. 

We still know that we value Amer-
ican work and that we value the crafts-
manship and what goes into making a 
regional economy like mine hum in 
really exciting and exponential ways. 
We understand that, and we recognize 
that we can come together in meaning-
ful ways. 

We also continue to call on the Sen-
ate to pass the bills that we have sent 
forward, the many bipartisan bills, the 
very bipartisan Butch Lewis Act, to 
protect the pensions of our hard-
working Americans, those who did ev-
erything right and are still waiting. 

I have not forgotten in 2020 that we 
are still working to get that deal done. 
We are still working to increase the 
wage. This is something in Michigan 
that we voted on, to increase the min-
imum wage, to raise the wage. One job 
should be enough. Your valued work 
should be enough. 

We are not seeking to overregulate 
and get rid of good deals, but what we 
are looking to do, Mr. Speaker, is to 
stand up for individual, hardworking 
Americans, those who are counting on 
us. It is incumbent upon us. 

We sit in this body of 435 individuals. 
They increased that number the last 

time in 1913. Many, many years later, 
the population has grown. 

History is important, my friends. I 
encourage you to read your history. I 
encourage you to learn the facts and 
figures of our past and embrace how 
that has changed our future. We are in 
some trying times. 

We closed out 2019 in this session of 
Congress with some things that I was 
very proud of. I got my first bill signed 
into law, the Building Blocks of STEM 
Act—bipartisan and bicameral—signed 
by the President on December 24, I be-
lieve it was, a bill that will support in-
vestments in early childhood edu-
cation. I want all of my Michiganders 
lining up for this. It is the National 
Science Foundation. We get a lot of 
NSF dollars, millions, in Michigan. 

The investment in early childhood 
education, Mr. Speaker, is priceless. 
That continuity for those jobs in the 
future is how we get in front of the 
skills gap. That is how we start ad-
dressing some of the rumblings in our 
regional economy. 

We also, though, recognize that the 
headlines that we have embraced in 
this new year and in this new session of 
Congress have many Americans con-
cerned. Many individuals are asking: 
What is going to happen? What is tak-
ing place in the Middle East? What 
does this mean for my family? 

Constituents say to me: ‘‘I have teen-
age sons. Are they going to be draft-
ed?’’ We take that responsibility that 
the Congress is charged with very seri-
ously. 

Mr. Speaker, I look to this, which is 
that President Barack Obama gave us 
the words that change will not come if 
we wait for some other person or some 
other time. He said: ‘‘We are the ones 
we have been waiting for. We are the 
change we seek.’’ 

That is what our House majority is 
about. That is what our For the People 
agenda is representing. That is what 
we are taking up this week when we 
say no to war, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 7 o’clock and 20 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 2040 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. PERLMUTTER) at 8 o’clock 
and 40 minutes p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H. CON. RES. 83, IRAN WAR POW-
ERS RESOLUTION 

Mr. MORELLE, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 116–371) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 781) providing for consideration of 
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 
83) directing the President pursuant to 
section 5(c) of the War Powers Resolu-
tion to terminate the use of United 
States Armed Forces to engage in hos-
tilities in or against Iran, which was 
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. LEWIS (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for January 7 and today. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 41 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, January 9, 2020, at 10 a.m. 
for morning-hour debate. 

h 
EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL 

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the fourth quar-
ter of 2019, pursuant to Public Law 95–384, as follows: 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, KRISTINA JETER, EXPENDED BETWEEN NOV. 19 AND NOV. 22, 2019 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Kristina Jeter ........................................................... 11 /20 11 /21 Luxembourg .......................................... .................... 542.69 .................... n/a .................... .................... .................... 542.69 
11 /21 11 /22 Belgium ................................................ .................... 369.10 .................... 2,984.93 .................... n/a .................... 3,354.03 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 911.79 .................... 2,984.93 .................... 0 .................... 3,896.72 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

KRISTINA JETER, Dec. 20, 2019. 
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