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These are things that don’t know 

partisan lines, by the way. These are 
things that make you stand up and say: 
I am going to be a champion for this, 
addressing the root pain that is seeping 
into our economy. 

These are realities. Last year, Michi-
gan lost 6,200 factory jobs, yet we are 
creating and innovating at exponential 
rates. We decided to go it alone with 
tariffs, and we are paying the price. We 
are being squeezed. 

I believe we can all work together to 
solve this. I am not being a naysayer 
because we all know we need to hold 
China accountable. This is something 
that has been a project of mine 
throughout my career, which is how to 
take on the bad actors with the illegal 
dumping, the currency manipulation, 
the stealing of our patents, and the un-
fair playing field that affects our work-
force. 

We still know that we value Amer-
ican work and that we value the crafts-
manship and what goes into making a 
regional economy like mine hum in 
really exciting and exponential ways. 
We understand that, and we recognize 
that we can come together in meaning-
ful ways. 

We also continue to call on the Sen-
ate to pass the bills that we have sent 
forward, the many bipartisan bills, the 
very bipartisan Butch Lewis Act, to 
protect the pensions of our hard-
working Americans, those who did ev-
erything right and are still waiting. 

I have not forgotten in 2020 that we 
are still working to get that deal done. 
We are still working to increase the 
wage. This is something in Michigan 
that we voted on, to increase the min-
imum wage, to raise the wage. One job 
should be enough. Your valued work 
should be enough. 

We are not seeking to overregulate 
and get rid of good deals, but what we 
are looking to do, Mr. Speaker, is to 
stand up for individual, hardworking 
Americans, those who are counting on 
us. It is incumbent upon us. 

We sit in this body of 435 individuals. 
They increased that number the last 

time in 1913. Many, many years later, 
the population has grown. 

History is important, my friends. I 
encourage you to read your history. I 
encourage you to learn the facts and 
figures of our past and embrace how 
that has changed our future. We are in 
some trying times. 

We closed out 2019 in this session of 
Congress with some things that I was 
very proud of. I got my first bill signed 
into law, the Building Blocks of STEM 
Act—bipartisan and bicameral—signed 
by the President on December 24, I be-
lieve it was, a bill that will support in-
vestments in early childhood edu-
cation. I want all of my Michiganders 
lining up for this. It is the National 
Science Foundation. We get a lot of 
NSF dollars, millions, in Michigan. 

The investment in early childhood 
education, Mr. Speaker, is priceless. 
That continuity for those jobs in the 
future is how we get in front of the 
skills gap. That is how we start ad-
dressing some of the rumblings in our 
regional economy. 

We also, though, recognize that the 
headlines that we have embraced in 
this new year and in this new session of 
Congress have many Americans con-
cerned. Many individuals are asking: 
What is going to happen? What is tak-
ing place in the Middle East? What 
does this mean for my family? 

Constituents say to me: ‘‘I have teen-
age sons. Are they going to be draft-
ed?’’ We take that responsibility that 
the Congress is charged with very seri-
ously. 

Mr. Speaker, I look to this, which is 
that President Barack Obama gave us 
the words that change will not come if 
we wait for some other person or some 
other time. He said: ‘‘We are the ones 
we have been waiting for. We are the 
change we seek.’’ 

That is what our House majority is 
about. That is what our For the People 
agenda is representing. That is what 
we are taking up this week when we 
say no to war, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 7 o’clock and 20 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 2040 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. PERLMUTTER) at 8 o’clock 
and 40 minutes p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H. CON. RES. 83, IRAN WAR POW-
ERS RESOLUTION 

Mr. MORELLE, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 116–371) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 781) providing for consideration of 
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 
83) directing the President pursuant to 
section 5(c) of the War Powers Resolu-
tion to terminate the use of United 
States Armed Forces to engage in hos-
tilities in or against Iran, which was 
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. LEWIS (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for January 7 and today. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 41 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, January 9, 2020, at 10 a.m. 
for morning-hour debate. 

h 
EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL 

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the fourth quar-
ter of 2019, pursuant to Public Law 95–384, as follows: 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, KRISTINA JETER, EXPENDED BETWEEN NOV. 19 AND NOV. 22, 2019 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Kristina Jeter ........................................................... 11 /20 11 /21 Luxembourg .......................................... .................... 542.69 .................... n/a .................... .................... .................... 542.69 
11 /21 11 /22 Belgium ................................................ .................... 369.10 .................... 2,984.93 .................... n/a .................... 3,354.03 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 911.79 .................... 2,984.93 .................... 0 .................... 3,896.72 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

KRISTINA JETER, Dec. 20, 2019. 
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