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wanted the President to backtrack on
his promise. They make a lot of money
off our kids. They addict them, and the
kids spend money because of the addic-
tion. Why doesn’t it make sense for the
President to stand up to Big Tobacco
and Big Vaping on behalf of our kids
across America?

The fight is not over. Fewer than 4
percent of adults use e-cigarettes,
while 30 percent, at least, of high
school kids across America are using
them. Now the FDA—with a new lead-
er, Dr. Stephen Hahn—has to come off
the sidelines and do their job to protect
the kids. By court order, all e-cigarette
companies will have to submit applica-
tions to the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration in May if they want to keep
their devices and flavors on the mar-
ket. If they do not submit an applica-
tion in May, they will have to come off
the market immediately. The FDA
must enforce this fully. For companies
that do submit an application, the FDA
has up to 1 year to decide whether they
stay in the market. The FDA must re-
ject the applications of any vaping
products that are clearly designed to
appeal to children, period. And if they
are significantly used by children, they
should be taken off the market.

I have told Commissioner Hahn that
the FDA must evaluate these applica-
tions based on science, not anecdotes.
What matters is that e-cigarette com-
panies prove their health claims,
which, to date, they have never been
able to do. Do e-cigarettes actually
help smokers quit cigarettes? Are they
actually safe? Or are they, in fact,
hooking children on nicotine? Those
are the important questions that
should be answered with science, not
with politics.

There are ways to preserve e-ciga-
rette access for adult smokers without
allowing an entire generation of kids
to be hooked on nicotine. This means
getting rid of all of the flavors, taking
illegal products off the market imme-
diately, and rejecting e-cigarette appli-
cations that fail to show a strong pub-
lic health benefit.

To date, the FDA has not been as ac-
tive or aggressive as it should. For the
sake of our children and the families
who love them, it is time for the FDA
to get off the sidelines and make sure
that we do everything in our power, in-
cluding in Congress, to make certain
that this epidemic—and the FDA came
up with the word—this epidemic of e-
vaping and e-cigarettes comes to an
end in America.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NOMINATION OF ELENI MARTIA ROUMEL

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, for
3 years now, I have been hard at work
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alongside an administration that
prioritizes filling vacancies on the Fed-
eral bench with smart, dedicated, con-
stitutionalist judges. When I am at
home in Tennessee, that is what people
tell me they want to see—constitu-
tionalist judges, not activist judges.

I know that I have sounded like a
broken record in my reiterating just
how important it is to keep these judi-
cial nominations moving through the
Committee on the Judiciary and mov-
ing to the floor, but I will tell you this:
I think it is a message that needs to be
repeated day in and day out because
the American people and, as I said,
Tennesseans know that this should be
a priority, for this is how we continue
to protect freedoms from generation to
generation.

Since 2017, we have confirmed over
180 nominees, and even in the face of
partisan bickering, we have no plans at
all to slow that pace. We were in the
Committee on the Judiciary today,
hearing again from the nominees whom
we will move forward and bring to this
floor for confirmation. I want to shine
light on a court that doesn’t get a
whole lot of attention, but let me tell
you that we would be in real trouble if
we did not have this one.

I have come to the floor to support
President Trump’s latest nominee to
the U.S. Court of Federal Claims—
Eleni Maria Roumel.

I first met Eleni when she joined the
nonpartisan Office of General Counsel
for the House of Representatives. Dur-
ing her 6-year tenure, Eleni advised
those of us who were members of the
Energy and Commerce Committee as
we faced some challenging and high-
profile legal matters and as we looked
at laws that were going to affect the
American people and how they lived
their lives every single day.

The Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee in the House has wide jurisdic-
tion. Of course, energy policy, com-
merce and trade, healthcare, manufac-
turing, pro sports, privacy, and the
internet all come under that jurisdic-
tion. So Eleni served us well in pro-
viding advice. I witnessed her commit-
ment to bipartisanship as she served
both sides of the aisle with the same
quality of representation. She did it all
while she was pregnant with her son,
John, who is now 2 years old, and as
someone who has been a working mom,
I know the challenges that this pre-
sents.

From her time as a truly excellent
student at Tulane Law, to her work in
the private sector and beyond, Eleni’s
professionalism has elevated her above
the rest of the pack.

She practiced intellectual property
law and earned a promotion to partner
as she represented both pro bono cli-
ents and publicly traded Fortune 500
companies.

She taught and mentored students as
an adjunct professor at Charleston Law
School.

She solidified her reputation as a
lawyer committed to the rule of law in
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her work handling government over-
sight of Federal agencies. These cases
were vital to the safeguarding of the
separation of powers and emphasized
the supremacy of the Constitution as
what it is—the law of the land.

In her 19-year career, she has ap-
peared before 20 different Federal
courts, including the U.S. Supreme
Court, and just last year, she was ele-
vated to the role of Deputy Counsel to
Vice President MIKE PENCE.

I am truly honored to have supported
Eleni Roumel’s nomination to the
Court of Federal Claims. She will be an
excellent role model on the bench, es-
pecially to young women in the legal
profession. I encourage my colleagues
to take a look at her resume, get to
know her, and then join me in whole-
heartedly supporting her confirmation.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MEASURE REFERRED—S. 3155

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I send a
bill to the desk and ask that it be ap-
propriately referred.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill
will be received and appropriately re-
ferred.

(The remarks of Ms. COLLINS per-
taining to the introduction of S. 3155
are printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

Ms. COLLINS. I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
YOUNG). The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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CONGRATULATING THE PEOPLE
OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC AND
THE PEOPLE OF THE SLOVAK
REPUBLIC ON THE 30TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE VELVET REV-
OLUTION, THE 26TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FORMATION OF
THE CZECH REPUBLIC AND THE
SLOVAK REPUBLIC, AND THE
101ST ANNIVERSARY OF THE
DECLARATION OF INDEPEND-
ENCE OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 337, S. Res. 343.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 343) congratulating
the people of the Czech Republic and the peo-
ple of the Slovak Republic on the 30th anni-
versary of the Velvet Revolution, the 26th
anniversary of the formation of the Czech
Republic and the Slovak Republic, and the
101st anniversary of the declaration of inde-
pendence of Czechoslovakia.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mrs. FISCHER. I further ask that the
resolution be agreed to, the preamble
be agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of September 26,
2019, under ‘““Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———

CELEBRATING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FALL OF THE
BERLIN WALL, THE REUNIFICA-
TION OF BOTH GERMANY AND
EUROPE, AND THE SPREAD OF
DEMOCRACY AROUND THE
WORLD

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 340, S. Res. 385.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 385) celebrating the
30th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin
Wall, the reunification of both Germany and
Europe, and the spread of democracy around
the world.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution,
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, without
amendment, and with an amendment
to the preamble to insert the part
printed in italic, as follows:

S. RES. 385

Whereas November 9, 2019, marks the 30th

anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall,

343) was
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one of the most visible symbols of com-
munism and the “‘Iron Curtain’ that divided
Europe, which led to the reunification of
Germany;

Whereas, beginning with the Russian Revo-
lution of 1917, communist governments
around the world denied freedom to and per-
secuted their citizens for most of the 20th
century, resulting in the deaths of up to
100,000,000 people;

Whereas, in the aftermath of World War II,
the Soviet Union established control over
countries in Central and Eastern Europe and
further increased its power through the foun-
dation of the Warsaw Pact military alliance
between the Soviet Union, Albania, Bulgaria,
Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Hungary,
Poland, and Romania;

Whereas the Soviet Union blockade of West
Berlin in the summer of 1948 left West Ber-
liners with only one month’s worth of provi-
sions;

Whereas, in what became known as the
“Berlin Airlift’, the United States and
United Kingdom responded to the blockade
by airlifting 2,325,809 tons of food and sup-
plies during 277,569 total flights into West
Berlin;

Whereas the Soviet Union was forced to
lift the blockade of West Berlin on May 12,
1949, in light of the success of the Berlin Air-
1ift;

Whereas the Berlin Wall, built in 1961, sep-
arated communist East Germany from demo-
cratic West Germany, dividing the German
people and symbolically dividing the world
into democratic and authoritarian spheres;

Whereas, in West Berlin in 1963, President
John F. Kennedy spoke out against the Ber-
lin Wall and communism, declaring that
“[flreedom has many difficulties and democ-
racy is not perfect, but we have never had to
put a wall up to keep our people in, to pre-
vent them from leaving us’’;

Whereas, during the 28 years of the Berlin
Wall’s existence, more than 75,000 people
were imprisoned for attempting to leave
East Germany, and more than 1,000 people
are estimated to have been killed trying to
escape;

Whereas Soviet forces brutally repressed
demonstrations against repressive com-
munist governments in Hungary in 1956,
Czechoslovakia in 1968, and Poland in 1980;

Whereas the United States Congress played
a crucial role in the founding of Radio Free
Europe and Radio Liberty, independent and
uncensored news outlets that broadcast be-
hind the Iron Curtain and have been credited
by former Russian President Boris Yeltsin
and former Czech President Vaclav Havel
with playing a significant role in the ending
of the Cold War;

Whereas, in West Berlin in 1987, President
Ronald Reagan, standing at the Brandenburg
Gate, symbolically referred to both the phys-
ical wall and the division of the world and
implored Soviet Premier Mikhail Gorbachev
to “‘tear down this Wall!”’;

Whereas President Reagan stated, ‘‘As long
as this gate is closed, as long as this scar of
a wall is permitted to stand, it is not the
German question alone that remains open,
but the question of freedom for all man-
kind.”’;

Whereas, on August 23, 1989, several mil-
lion people across the Baltic States of Esto-
nia, Latvia, and Lithuania, which were ille-
gally annexed in 1940 by the Soviet Union,
demonstrated bravery and resilience by join-
ing hands to form a b500-kilometer long
human chain to peacefully demand their
independence;

Whereas, at midnight on November 9, 1989,
the Berlin Wall symbolically fell, and East
Berliners were allowed to cross into the
West;
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Whereas, that night, East Berliners took
pickaxes to this hated symbol of oppression,
and during the following three days more
than 2,000,000 people visited West Berlin from
the East;

Whereas, on November 13, 1989, the United
States Senate welcomed ‘‘the opening of the
Berlin Wall as symbolic of the beginning of
the process of reform taking place in the
German Democratic Republic (East Ger-
many) and throughout Eastern Europe’’;

Whereas, after the fall of the Berlin Wall,
a wave of democratic governance swept the
world;

Whereas, by the summer of 1990, democrat-
ically elected governments had been formed
in all former Warsaw Pact countries;

Whereas the reunification of Germany was
officially declared on October 3, 1990;

Whereas the process of German reunifica-
tion faced significant economic, structural,
cultural, and political challenges both with-
in Germany and in Europe and took dedi-
cated political leaders and citizens, with the
support of allied nations, over a decade to
achieve;

Whereas, on December 25, 1991, the Soviet
flag was lowered from over the Kremlin for
the final time, replaced by the Russian flag;

Whereas Mr. Gorbachev later said, ‘‘The
Soviet model was defeated not only on the
economic and social levels; it was defeated
on a cultural level. Our society, our people,
the most educated, the most intellectual, re-
jected that model on the cultural level be-
cause it does not respect the man, oppresses
him spiritually and politically.”’;

Whereas, since its reunification, Germany
has become the world’s fourth largest econ-
omy, has served as a leading voice in the Eu-
ropean Union (EU), the Group of 7, and the
United Nations, and has been consistently
rated by Freedom House as one of the
world’s freest countries;

Whereas the United States and Germany
share a close and multidimensional relation-
ship, including security cooperation and an
economic and trade partnership;

Whereas the United States and Germany
share values of freedom, democracy, and
human rights and work in tandem to support
and uphold these three pillars globally;

Whereas Germany demonstrated uncondi-
tional solidarity with the United States fol-
lowing the September 11, 2001, attacks and lead-
ership within NATO during the invocation of
Article V of the North Atlantic Treaty in rec-
ognition that an attack on one is an attack on
all;

Whereas the 30th anniversary of the fall of
the Berlin Wall coincides with the 70th anni-
versary of the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation (NATO) and the 15th anniversary of
the European Union ‘Big Bang’’, when 10
mostly post-communist countries joined the
EU’s community of democracies;

Whereas many former Soviet and com-
munist countries are prospering as a result
of their democratic and economic reforms,
reflected in their memberships in the EU and
NATO; and

Whereas the fall of the Berlin Wall sig-
nified the end of the division of Europe and,
ultimately, the triumph of democracy over
communism: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the 30th anniversary of the
fall of the Berlin Wall as the start of German
reunification and democratic change in East-
ern Europe and much of the rest of the
world;

(2) values the significant efforts made by
German and European citizens to reunify
and reinvigorate a united Germany;

(3) recognizes Germany for its steadfast al-
liance and friendship with the United States,
its leadership within the European Union, its
commitment to democracy, rule of law, and



		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-01-09T22:03:52-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




