S90

God will bless the Blackley family and
the people of Izard County as they cope
with this loss and celebrate the life of
Sheriff Earnie Blackley.®

———

TRIBUTE TO DANA BENNETT

e Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
I come forward today to recognize the
career and service of Ms. Dana Ben-
nett, who will soon retire as president
of the Nevada Mining Association. Ms.
Bennett is the first woman to lead the
Nevada Mining Association, serving as
the State industry’s educational and
advocacy leader, as well as its chief
representative in national and inter-
national outreach. As we commemo-
rate her retirement, her countless con-
tributions to the great State of Nevada
are worthy of recognition.

Ms. Bennett began her career of serv-
ice to Nevada as a principal research
analyst with the Nevada Legislative
Counsel Bureau, LCB, where she
worked with both parties and com-
mittee staff in the State senate and as-
sembly for over 9 years. One of her
more notable achievements during her
time at the LCB was identifying an
error in the 1929 bill that established
the design of the Nevada State flag.
Ms. Bennett’s sleuthing resulted in a
design change to the Nevada State flag,
ensuring that it fully complied with
the law and producing the flag that we
still proudly fly today.

In 1998, Ms. Bennett left the LCB to
start her own legislative and policy re-
search services company. She went on
to represent such clients as the Nevada
Broadcasters Association, the Nevada
State Medical Association, the Associ-
ated General Contractors of Las Vegas,
and many more. Ms. Bennett success-
fully ran this company, Research by
Design, from 1998 to 2004, before being
offered the position of director of gov-
ernment affairs at R&R Partners—one
of Nevada’s premiere public relations
and government affairs firms.

In 2006, Ms. Bennett left R&R to pur-
sue a graduate degree at Arizona State
University, ASU. During her time in
graduate school, Ms. Bennett served as
a policy analyst at the Morrison Insti-
tute for Public Policy; a research as-
sistant at the ASU School of Histor-
ical, Philosophical and Religious Stud-
ies; and a research historian at the Ari-
zona State Archives.

In January 2011, Ms. Bennett re-
turned to Nevada to once again serve,
this time as senior researcher for Gov-
ernor Sandoval, eventually becoming
the Northern Nevada regional director
for the Governor’s Office of Economic
Development. As regional director, Ms.
Bennett was a catalyst in the overhaul
and redevelopment of that State agen-
cy, where she created the new State
plan for excellence in economic devel-
opment and worked to improve col-
laboration between the State and its
regional development authorities to
better facilitate economic growth in
Nevada.

In December 2014, Ms. Bennett was
named president of the Nevada Mining
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Association. Through this role, Ms.
Bennett has worked tirelessly to advo-
cate for the mining industry in Nevada
and educate people about the impor-
tance of mining and its impact on both
the State and global economies. From
her time at LCB, to becoming the first
woman President of the Nevada Mining
Association, Ms. Bennett has been a
trailblazer for women in Nevada, help-
ing break the glass ceiling in industries
often dominated by men.

Through all of Ms. Bennett’s incred-
ible work and public service, she has
gained an intimate understanding of
the policy and initiatives that aim to
improve the lives of all Nevadans. It is
my sincere hope that Ms. Bennett will
continue to be an advocate for the peo-
ple of Nevada and their interests.
Today, I celebrate the many contribu-
tions of Ms. Dana Bennett. Nevadans
are fortunate to have had her leader-
ship, knowledge, and voice during her
service to both the State and the coun-
try.e

———

TRIBUTE TO JIM BYRUM

e Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I
rise today to honor someone who has
dedicated his entire career to pro-
moting Michigan agriculture and
someone I am proud to call my friend.

I have always said that, in Michigan,
we don’t have an economy unless we
make things and grow things. For more
than 40 years, Jim Byrum has been
helping Michigan do just that.

That is a big deal for our State. From
West Michigan’s fruitbelt, to the for-
ests of Northern Michigan and the
Upper Peninsula, to sugarbeet and dry
bean fields in the Thumb, to biofuel
production providing good jobs in rural
communities, to dairy and food proc-
essing businesses in cities and towns of
all sizes, agriculture is our State’s sec-
ond-largest industry, supporting one in
four jobs.

During his nearly 25 years with the
Michigan Agri-Business Association,
Jim has been a powerful advocate for
those one in four jobs and for his orga-
nization’s more than 400 members. His
vision, insight, hard work, and great
sense of humor have played a strong
role in the association’s success.

It is no surprise that Jim knows ex-
actly what his members need; he has
his own lifetime of experience to rely
on.

Jim is the fourth generation of
Byrums to live on his family’s farm in
Onondaga. Before he joined the Michi-
gan Agri-Business Association, he was
State executive director of Michigan’s
Farm Service Agency and executive di-
rector of the Michigan Bean Commis-
sion.

Jim may be moving on, but the im-
print he has left on the agribusiness in-
dustry will live on. I know that Jim is
particularly proud of the work he has
done to expand markets internation-
ally and to build the Michigan Agri-
Business Leader Program, which has
been bringing together different sec-
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tors of agriculture and training the
next generation of leaders since 2008.

I have been especially grateful for
the culture of cooperation and biparti-
sanship Jim has helped cultivate in our
State during a very challenging time
for the industry.

As Jim told Russ White of MSU
Today back in September: ‘‘There’s
going to be more change in the next 20
years of this industry than there has
been in the past 50. And that change is
coming at light speed . . . it’s going to
benefit consumers it’s going to
benefit producers . . . but folks better
be ready to embrace it.”

I know for a fact that Michigan’s ag-
ricultural industry is better positioned
to embrace change thanks to Jim’s
hard work and dedication. Speaking of
change, I am so happy that Jim will
have more time to spend with his wife
Dianne, who is a leader in her own
right, and his two children and grand-
children.

Jim, thank you for your friendship,
your leadership, and your lifetime of
work on behalf of Michigan agri-
culture. It has been my honor to be
your partner in helping Michigan make
things and grow things.

Thank you.e

————
TRIBUTE TO WICK SLOANE

e Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, it is
my deep honor and privilege to cele-
brate the career and legacy of Massa-
chusetts resident, Wick Sloane of
Bunker Hill Community College, or
BHCC, as he retires this year.

Wick Sloane came to BHCC in 2006
and retires this year from his ‘‘official”
job of helping students transfer to 4-
year colleges. Wick leaves behind an
unwavering commitment to the stu-
dents—from their success in the class-
room to ensuring that all of their basic
needs are met.

Wick has worked tirelessly over the
years to address even the most basic
needs of low-income students, like stu-
dent hunger and homelessness. His
work touched the BHCC community in
Massachusetts but also college commu-
nities far beyond BHCC throughout
Massachusetts and across the country.

Due in large part to Wick’s steadfast
advocacy and voice, I successfully led
several of my Senate colleagues in re-
questing the Government Account-
ability Office, or GAO, to conduct a
study on food insecurity at colleges
and universities. The GAO agreed to
complete the study, which it published
in January 2019. The groundbreaking
study confirmed that food insecurity is
a widespread issue on American college
campuses and made recommendations
for Federal action to address hunger
issues for students in higher education.
This study led lawmakers at the local
level and at the national level—myself
included—to introduce legislation to
address hunger on college campuses.

Wick saw a problem impacting his
community in Massachusetts and took
action, resulting in immediate support
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