January 8, 2020

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) affirms that efforts to defend United
States security and interests must take into
account potential harm to civilians and
other protected persons and objects in for-
eign countries, consistent with international
legal principles and our common humanity;

(2) affirms that the destruction of cultural
heritage is morally wrong, is a violation of
international law, and that even threats of
such destruction undermine years of public
diplomacy demonstrating that the American
people do not seek conflict with any cultural
or religious group;

(3) affirms that no violation of the law of
armed conflict or human rights violation by
Iran or its proxies permits or justifies simi-
lar violations by any other state;

(4) urges President Donald J. Trump to use
his bully pulpit to promote de-escalation of
tensions with Iran rather than to threaten
acts of war and violations of international
law;

(5) strongly condemns the President’s
threats to destroy sites important to Iranian
culture and to retaliate against Iran in a dis-
proportionate manner; and

(6) demands that the President avoid need-
less escalation with Iran and refrain from
violating the law of armed conflict.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I have 2
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
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Wednesday, January 8, 2020, at 10 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, January
8, 2020, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, December 10,
2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on
the following mnominations: William
Scott Hardy, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Western District of
Pennsylvania, John F. Heil III, to be
United States District Judge for the
Northern, Eastern and Western Dis-
tricts of Oklahoma, David Cleveland
Joseph, to be United States District
Judge for the Western District of Lou-
isiana, Cory T. Wilson, to be United
States District Judge for the Southern
District of Mississippi, and Edward
Hulvey Meyers, of Maryland, to be a
Judge of the United States Court of
Federal Claims.

———

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to grant floor privi-
leges to a new Department of Defense
fellow in my office, Keith Griefer, for
the remainder of the Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Amy Hafez,
Andrew Bremer, and Emily Beagle, fel-
lows in my office, be granted floor
privileges for the remainder of the
116th Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

S97

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
JANUARY 9, 2020

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m., Thursday, January
9; further, that following the prayer
and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; finally, that following
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Ray nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that
it stand adjourned under the previous
order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:26 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
January 9, 2020, at 10 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate January 8, 2020:

THE JUDICIARY

MATTHEW H. SOLOMSON, OF MARYLAND, TO BE A
JUDGE OF THE UNITED STATES COURT OF FEDERAL
CLAIMS FOR A TERM OF FIFTEEN YEARS.

ELENI MARIA ROUMEL, OF MARYLAND, TO BE A JUDGE
OF THE UNITED STATES COURT OF FEDERAL CLAIMS
FOR A TERM OF FIFTEEN YEARS.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

MICHAEL GEORGE DESOMBRE, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE AM-
BASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE KINGDOM OF
THAILAND.
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