January 9, 2020

cannabis and hemp businesses have ac-
cess to the same banking services as
any other business. She established the
Senate Cannabis Working Group to co-
ordinate the Senate’s efforts around
this issue.

She has worked to ensure the integ-
rity of our judicial system by vetting
the nominations for judgeships and, in
one case, produced significant insights
and records that resulted in the Senate
rejecting the nomination of Ryan
Bounds for the 9th Circuit.

In her spare time, Lauren has been
fighting to save our democracy. Earlier
this year she created my ‘‘Blueprint
For Democracy’ to introduce six spe-
cific bills, and she was the point person
on my team for finalizing the Senate
version of the For the People Act, a
comprehensive election reform bill
which takes on anti-democratic prac-
tices such as gerrymandering, voter
suppression, and dark money.

But beyond those accomplishments
and many others that I haven’t men-
tioned, she made one contribution that
I will always remember and deeply ap-
preciate. As many are aware, I spent a
significant amount of time over the
last year and a half shining a light on
the Trump administration’s policy of
cruelty toward immigrants, refugees,
and asylum seekers on our southern
border.

Even though immigration issues are
not in her portfolio, it was Lauren who
inspired me to get involved. I was read-
ing the speech by former Attorney
General Jeff Sessions—a speech labeled
his ‘‘zero tolerance’ speech—and the
name didn’t strike me as unexpected.
But when I read the details, it sounded
as if the plan was to discourage refu-
gees from coming to our border by de-
liberately traumatizing children, to rip
them out of their parents’ arms.

I refused to believe that any Amer-
ican administration would ever actu-
ally do this, and, as I was expressing
the belief that no American adminis-
tration would ever resort to hurting
children as a strategy to deter immi-
gration and would not resort to a strat-
egy of hurting children to do anything
that is not acceptable under any moral
code or set of ethics or religious stand-
ards, it was Lauren who said: There is
one way to find out, and that is to go
down to the border.

So I went that next weekend, that
next Sunday, and became the first
Member of Congress to see the children
being sorted into cages after being sep-
arated from their parents and to be
turned away from any conversation in
front of a former Walmart where I had
heard that hundreds of separated boys
were being held.

The video of that really sent a mes-
sage to the entire Nation of what this
administration was hiding, but the fact
that I was there at that processing cen-
ter and the fact that I was there at
that former Walmart, seeking to find
out what was going on with those hun-
dreds of boys who had been taken from
their parents, was because Lauren
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Oppenheimer said: The best way to find
out is to go down to the border your-
self.

Thank you, Lauren, for playing such
a critical role in all of these efforts.
You are such a valued member of our
team, and you are still valued as a
member of our team. You will always
be a member of our team, even as you
go on to work for our colleague from
Alabama.

Our office notices your absence, with-
out the energy and enthusiasm ema-
nating from your desk and your un-
ceasing willingness to take on new
challenges and your very valuable
work to mentor other team members.

Know that all of us on the team wish
you the very best as you continue to
fight for a better world in this new
chapter of your career.

I am excited that you are returning
to your world of expertise, the world of
banking. I may be calling you now and
then to get your insights on that set of
issues that you know so well.

All of us look forward to seeing the
insights and understanding you will
help us gain from your perspective
when you are fully immersed in the
banking world. It will be valuable to
all of us in the Senate and valuable to
our Nation.

I thank you for your service.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE ON RAY NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All
postcloture time has expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Ray nomina-
tion?

Mr. WYDEN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN), and
the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
PERDUE).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘‘yea’ and the
Senator from XKansas (Mr. MORAN)
would have voted ‘‘yea.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER),
the Senator from Vermont (Mr. SAND-
ERS), and the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) are necessarily ab-
sent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?
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The result was announced—yeas 50,
nays 44, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 10 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Barrasso Fischer Portman
Blackburn Gardner Risch
Blunt Graham Roberts
Boozman Grassley Romney
Braun Hawley Rounds
Burr Hoeven Rubio
gaplpg iﬁ;ldef—Smlth Sasse
assidy nhofe

Collins Johnson zcott (FL)

cott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Shelby
Cotton Lankford X
Cramer Lee Sullivan
Crapo Loeffler Thu'ne
Cruz McConnell Tillis
Daines McSally Toomey
Enzi Murkowski Wicker
Ernst Paul Young

NAYS—44
Baldwin Hassan Reed
Bennet Heinrich Rosen
Blumenthal Hirono Schatz
Brown Jones Schumer
Cantwell Kaine Shaheen
Cardin King Sinema
garper Eloli)luchar Smith
asey eahy

Coons Manchin itabenow

ester
Cortez Masto Markey
Duckworth Menendez Udall
Durbin Merkley Van Hollen
Feinstein Murphy Wal'"ner
Gillibrand Murray Whitehouse
Harris Peters Wyden

NOT VOTING—6

Alexander Moran Sanders
Booker Perdue Warren

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the motion to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table and the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 498.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Peter Gaynor, of Rhode Island, to be
Administrator of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.
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