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HONORING THE LIFE OF EDITH 

CUNNANE 

HON. ANN WAGNER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 10, 2020 

Mrs. WAGNER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
deeply saddened by the loss of a wonderful 
friend and mentor and integral member of the 
St. Louis community. Today, in Missouri’s 
Second Congressional District, Mrs. Edith 
Cunnane is being laid to rest following an in-
credible and selfless life of service. 

Along with her beloved husband, Jim 
Cunnane, Edith made St. Louis her home and 
worked to improve the lives of the most vul-
nerable. She was a fixture of the St. Louis 
philanthropic community for decades as a 
community volunteer and activist, civic leader, 
and supporter of social services. She had an 
endless desire, willingness, and ability to help 
others. With this boundless passion, Edith 
founded the St. Patrick Center in 1982. The 
first of its kind in the region, the St. Patrick 
Center is a multifaceted social service agency 
that serves the homeless and at-risk individ-
uals. 

Over her nearly forty-year tenure at the 
Center, Edith sought to expand its services to 
unprecedented heights. Under her leadership, 
the St. Patrick Center opened the Shamrock 
Club, the first day treatment program for indi-
viduals suffering from behavioral health issues 
in the entire nation. Additionally, Edith spear-
headed the St. Patrick Center’s Casserole 
Program, an initiative where groups of volun-
teers bake, freeze, and deliver casseroles to 
the needy. Since its inception thirty-five years 
ago, this program has served over five and a 
half million hot meals across the Greater St. 
Louis area. 

Edith’s efforts have been an inspiration to 
countless individuals. During her tenure, Edith 
mobilized over three thousand volunteers to 
help their fellow citizens, turning the St. Pat-
rick Center into a beacon for homeless assist-
ance and social services providers. Last year 
alone, the Center provided nearly sixty thou-
sand services to over three thousand people 
and served close to one hundred and fifty 
thousand hot meals. 

Edith’s drive to help others involved many 
forms of public service. A former staff member 
for Congressman Jim Talent, Edith went on to 
become a member of the St. Louis County 
Council in 1998. She used this experience to 
work with institutions and organizations 
throughout the region to continue improving 
the lives of others. She served on the board 
of directors for the St. Louis County Library as 
well as the Today and Tomorrow Education 
Foundation, which strives to provide edu-
cational opportunities for children in need. 

For her years of generosity and hard work, 
Edith has been recognized locally, nationally, 
and globally. At the local level, she received 
numerous awards, most notably the St. Louis 
Women of Achievement Award and the St. 
Louis Community Leader Award. Nationally, 
President George H.W. Bush bestowed upon 
Edith the Thousand Points of Light Award in 
1991. At the international level, she was 
awarded the United Nations Human Rights 
Award. I believe it is not only appropriate, but 
necessary, to honor Edith’s incredible life be-
fore the U.S. House of Representatives. 

Edith is survived by her husband, Jim, their 
two children, Jim Jr. and Cori, and six beau-
tiful grandchildren, along with many family 
members and friends. I extend my sincerest 
condolences and prayers to the Cunnane fam-
ily as they mourn this immeasurable loss and 
celebrate Edith’s life and all the love she gave 
to those around her. Edith and her faith, work, 
and unwavering generosity will never be for-
gotten. We thank God for blessing us with her 
life. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF NEEDHAM 
SLADE HURST 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 10, 2020 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the life and legacy of 
Needham Slade Hurst, a renowned Hoosier 
business executive and dedicated community 
leader. His passion and drive for excellence 
led him to successes as a student, army offi-
cer, and business executive. Needham’s phil-
anthropic and community service helped to 
uplift the lives of countless fellow Hoosiers. 
The people of Indiana’s Fifth Congressional 
District are forever grateful for Needham’s im-
mense contributions to the State of Indiana. 

Born to parents Needham King (N.K.) and 
Martha Slade Hurst on October 15th, 1933, in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, young Needham was 
brought up to be industrious in his work, kind 
and fair to others, and to be charitable to his 
fellow citizens. In 1938, his father founded the 
N.K. Hurst Company. The company began as 
a distributor of coffee, tea, sugar and other 
food commodities to local grocers throughout 
the State of Indiana. In 1947, they began 
packaging edible dry beans, a product that 
has become so popular over the decades that 
it has made the Hurst’s Beans name a nation-
ally known brand, synonymous with the high-
est of quality. As the years went by, young 
Needham showed himself to be an exemplary 
student at Broad Ripple High School. It was 
during his time at Broad Ripple that he would 
meet and fall in love with fellow student Mary 
Lou Beesley. 

After graduation from Broad Ripple High 
School in 1951, Needham matriculated at Indi-
ana University in Bloomington, Indiana. It was 
during this time in his life that Needham and 
Mary Lou would marry in 1954. In 1956 he de-
parted from Indiana University having earned 
both his Bachelors of Science in Business and 
a Masters in Business Administration. Having 
been a member of the Reserve Officer Train-
ing Corp while at Indiana University Needham 
then went on to answer his country’s call to 
duty, joining the United States Army in 1956. 
During his time in the Army, Needham served 
in the Quartermasters Corp, while stationed at 
Fort Lee in Petersburg, Virginia. By the time of 
his honorable discharge from the United 
States Army in 1958, Needham had risen 
through the ranks, ultimately attaining the rank 
of 2nd Lieutenant. 

Later in 1958, Needham and Mary Lou re-
turned to Indianapolis to settle down and raise 
their children, son Rick, and daughter Cathy. 
Upon his arrival back in Indianapolis, Need-
ham began his career at the family business, 
N.K. Hurst Company, where he initially worked 

in sales. In the succeeding years Needham 
would ascend to the position of Company 
President, working hand in hand with his 
brother Bill Hurst to grow the family business. 
Under the leadership of Needham and Bill, the 
N.K. Hurst Company expanded its operations 
becoming a nationwide distributor of coffee, 
tea, sugar and other food commodities. It was 
also during this time that the company be-
came a major supplier of these food commod-
ities to the United States Military Commissary 
Network. Having successfully stewarded the 
company through the decades, Needham and 
Bill, were able to pass the ownership and op-
erations of the company to the 3rd and 4th 
generations of the Hurst Family. 

Wanting to spread the good fortune of the 
company’s success to those less fortunate in 
Indiana, Needham and Bill continued the com-
pany’s long history of supplying local food 
banks and charitable organizations with food 
supplies. This commitment to the betterment 
of his fellow Hoosiers is something that Need-
ham practiced throughout his life. Needham 
served others in the community in a variety of 
different roles including serving as a church 
elder and deacon at the Second Presbyterian 
Church. He also maintained a role in encour-
aging youth sports as a basketball coach at 
the Jordan YMCA, and as a board member of 
the Indianapolis Junior Tennis Board. 

Needham also lent his leadership skills to 
many organizations throughout the State of In-
diana. Terms serving on the Board of Direc-
tors of the Indiana University Foundation, as 
Governor of the Orchard School of Indianap-
olis, and as a Franklin College Trustee al-
lowed Needham the opportunity to provide 
countless educational opportunities to ensuing 
generations of Hoosiers. Needham also 
served his community through his membership 
in organizations including the Beta Theta Pi 
Fraternity, the Junto Club, the YPO (formerly 
the Young President Organization) and the 
University Club of Indianapolis. 

Along with his beloved wife Mary Lou, and 
son Rick, Needham served on the Board of 
St. Vincent Hospital in Indianapolis. Having 
also served as a member of the Board of St. 
Vincent Hospital, I had the distinct pleasure of 
developing a close friendship and working re-
lationship with the Hurst Family. 

Needham cherished the summers he would 
spend with his family and friends on Lake 
Wawasee. His love of boating was a lifelong 
passion that he shared with succeeding gen-
erations of his family. Trips around Lake 
Wawasee in his boat ‘‘Little Sugar’’, a 1951, 
16′ Century inboard were a favorite pastime of 
his grandchildren and great-grandchildren, es-
pecially during the ‘‘Thunder Run’’ parade of 
vintage boats on Sunday mornings. Need-
ham’s love for Lake Wawasee inspired him to 
serve on the Wawasee Area Conservancy 
Foundation, an organization aimed at keeping 
a clean and healthy lake for future generations 
to enjoy. 

After a long life of service to others, Need-
ham passed away surrounded by his family 
and loved ones on January 1, 2020. Needham 
will be forever missed by the many Hoosiers 
whose life he impacted. On behalf of Indiana’s 
Fifth Congressional District, I extend my deep-
est condolences to Needham’s beloved wife 
Mary Lou, their daughter Cathy Meyer and her 
husband Philip, their son Rick Hurst and his 
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