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I thank Christine for meeting the
needs of the youth in our community
and for her service to others in need. I
congratulate her on earning her place
in the Youth Intervention Hall of
Fame.

RECOGNIZING THE ANOKA COUNTY HUMAN
SERVICES STAFF

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the Human Services
staff in Anoka County, Minnesota, for
receiving the Local Government Inno-
vation Award. These Innovation
Awards highlight counties, cities,
townships, and schools that have found
ways to make a bigger impact in their
communities.

Anoka County developed a new ap-
prenticeship program called the Em-
powers Program. This volunteer initia-
tive provides employment and training
opportunities to the workforce of to-
morrow.

In a nation struggling with work-
force shortages and a growing skills
gap, this program helps young people
identify what they want to do with
their career. The program assists the
participants with job searches, indi-
vidual career planning, paid training,
and achieving technical and occupa-
tional certificates. The program can
even assist with basic needs like a bus
pass, clothing for work, or books for
school.

Anoka County deserves to be recog-
nized for its efforts to prepare our
young people to join the workforce.
With 7 million open jobs in this coun-
try, our young people need to be
equipped to join our growing economy.

I congratulate Anoka County.
RECOGNIZING ELK RIVER AREA SCHOOL DIS-

TRICT’S EXCELLENCE IN TECHNOLOGICAL EDU-

CATION

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the Elk River Area
School District. As we closed out 2019,
Elk River received an award for the
district’s efforts to lead in educational
approaches involving technology.
Sourcewell Technology’s annual Im-
pact Education Conference named
technology specialists and leaders from
the Elk River Area School District as
the 2019 Technology Team of the Year.

Elk River earned this prestigious
award because of the work the dis-
trict’s technology team undertook to
expand the services they provide to
their students. Elk River now provides
on-demand courses for teachers as well
as online resources and training for
students and families. In total, the Elk
River Area School District has imple-
mented e-learning options that are now
available for nearly 14,000 students.

We are fortunate for such incredible
educators dedicated to innovating for
their learners. I congratulate all the
educators and administrators at Elk
River Area School District for winning
this well-deserved award.

RECOGNIZING RIVERS OF HOPE, NEIGHBORHOOD
HEROES HELPING VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIO-
LENCE
Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today to recognize Rivers of Hope, a
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community-coordinated
domestic violence.

In the summer of 1989, a group of
neighbors concerned about an increase
in domestic violence banded together
to create Rivers of Hope to provide vic-
tims with care and support from their
community.

Today, Rivers of Hope has expanded
its scope of service, offering legal advo-
cacy, education, support groups, refer-
rals, and a 24/7 free and confidential
crisis line for victims of domestic vio-
lence. The organization also operates a
youth program and a criminal justice
intervention program.

In addition, Rivers of Hope has grown
beyond the neighbors who founded the
organization to now include corporate
professionals, business leaders, public
servants, public servants from Wright
and Sherburne Counties, and other
community leaders.

I thank everyone who offers their
time and effort to Rivers of Hope, mak-
ing it the vital resource for victims in
our communities. We are grateful for
their dedication to making the Sixth
Congressional District a better place to
live and a safe place for everyone.

————

LOST JOBS AT WHITE MESA URA-
NIUM MILL AND THE LA SAL
URANIUM MINE COMPLEX

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. CURTIS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the hardworking
Utahns in the uranium industry in San
Juan County, and especially those who
have recently lost their jobs at the
White Mesa uranium mill and the La
Sal uranium mine complex.

Unfortunately, foreign subsidization
of uranium production has had a dev-
astating impact on North American
production and has affected the mill’s
operation; and, as a result, roughly 30
percent of the employees had to be let
go at our Nation’s last operating ura-
nium mill.

In addition to producing critical min-
erals, this mill has provided families
with good incomes and generated tax
dollars to help the local infrastructure.
In fact, this facility is the largest pri-
vate employer in San Juan County.

Since my election to Congress, I have
had the privilege to spend significant
time in the rural parts of Utah, includ-
ing San Juan County. I appreciate
rural Utah’s sense of community and
desire to help their neighbors during a
time of need.

Unlike the more urban parts of Utah
with a business hiring on every corner,
rural areas often have fewer economic
opportunities. However, the hard-
working and entrepreneurial spirit
among the residents of San Juan Coun-
ty make me confident they will be suc-
cessful in their fight through this dif-
ficult time and, ultimately, come out
stronger for it.

Additionally, I am committed to cre-
ating new economic opportunities in
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rural areas. Rural Utahns deserve the
same quality of life that their urban
friends have, including access to
broadband, quality medical care, and
good-paying jobs. I will continue to
work in Congress to bring these vital
services to rural Utah.

While it has been a difficult week for
many in San Juan County, I know the
community will be resilient and per-
severe.

———

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF
GEORGIA STATE REPRESENTA-
TIVE JAY POWELL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember the life of
Georgia State Representative Jay Pow-
ell, who passed away in late November
at the age of 67.

At the time of his passing, Rep-
resentative Powell had served in the
Georgia General Assembly for 10 years
and had dedicated his time in public
service to helping the rural areas of
our State. His colleagues remember
him as a straightforward talker and re-
member that, if he said he was going to
do something, he did it.

A testament to his honest character,
during his tenure, he rose to be one of
the most powerful members of the as-
sembly as the chairman of the Rules
Committee. There, he played a large
part in deciding which bills came up for
a vote.

One of his most important priorities
included introducing a bill that would
require small fees collected by the
State, like police fines, to be spent ex-
actly where taxpayers are told they
would be spent.

Representative Powell is going to be
deeply missed in Georgia and through-
out rural Georgia. His family and
friends will be in my thoughts and
prayers during this most difficult time.

RECOGNIZING PETTY OFFICER 2ND CLASS
NATHAN NEWBERG

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Petty Offi-
cer 2nd Class Nathan Newberg for being
named USO Coast Guardsman of the
Year for 2019.

Stationed in Savannah, Georgia, I am
so proud that the USO recognized Offi-
cer Newberg for his brave efforts to res-
cue the crew of an overturned cargo
ship off the coast of the First Congres-
sional District of Georgia.

In early September, Officer Newberg
responded to a 3 a.m. call about the
Golden Ray cargo ship capsizing. In
early September, he was subsequently
lowered from a helicopter, crossed
along the side of the ship, and de-
scended inside to rescue the Golden
Ray’s captain and a bar pilot. His ef-
fort, along with the rest of the Coast
Guard, rescued all 24 of the ship’s crew.

In addition to his work with the
Golden Ray, he has helped evacuate in-
dividuals with health conditions from
cruise ships, worked to recover coast-
guardsmen’s bodies that were missing
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