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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, You are high and lifted
up. Deliver us from estrangement or
dissension. Teach our lawmakers to
disagree with respect, civility, and hu-
mility. Lord, lead them into a deeper
reverence for You and one another as
they remember that patriots reside on
both sides of the aisle. May our Sen-
ators celebrate the pleasure You re-
ceive when colleagues of faith dwell to-
gether in unity. Let the words of their
mouths and the meditations of their
hearts receive Your divine approval.

We pray in Your merciful Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH). The Senator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent to address the
Senate for 1 minute in morning busi-
ness.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
TAIWAN

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President,
as President pro tempore of the U.S.
Senate, I want to recognize democracy
working in Taiwan.

On Saturday, the 23 million proud
people of Taiwan exercised their demo-
cratic right to select their own leaders.
I congratulate President Tsai on her

Senate

reelection. I would also like to take
this moment to congratulate all Tai-
wanese for being a shining light amidst
dark times in other parts of East Asia.
All of us remember what has been
going on in Hong Kong for the last sev-
eral months as they try to exercise just
rights that the Chinese Government
gave them in 1997, when they signed an
agreement with the British Govern-
ment turning back Hong Kong to
China, and they would have the rights
for the next 50 years to have the same
democratic principles they had under
the British Empire.

Despite continued intimidation by
the Chinese Communist Party across
the Taiwan Strait, this proud island
stood up to protect its democracy and
sovereignty. That is exemplified by the
election Saturday.

Let us all congratulate the people of
Taiwan for their remarkable accom-
plishment and continue to work in this
Chamber to strengthen U.S.-Taiwan re-
lations.

I yield the floor.

———————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

———
IMPEACHMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
tomorrow will be 4 weeks—4 weeks—
since House Democrats impeached the
President of the United States with
purely partisan support.

Speaker PELOSI and Chairman SCHIFF
did not wait to fill out the factual
record. They did not even wait to see
their own subpoenas through the legal
system. They plowed ahead for two rea-
sons: They said impeachment was too
urgent to wait—too urgent to wait—
and they said they had already proven
their case.

But since then, House Democrats
have spent 4 weeks contradicting both

of those claims. They spent 4 weeks
demonstrating through their actions
that impeachment is actually not that
urgent—not that urgent—and they do
not actually have much confidence in
their case.

An arbitrary 4-week delay does not
show urgency. These demands for the
Senate to precommit to reopening the
House investigation do not show con-
fidence. There is a reason why the
House inquiry that led to President
Nixon’s resignation took 14 months of
hearings in addition to the separate
special prosecutor. There is a reason
why the Clinton impeachment inquiry
drew on years of prior investigation
and mountains of testimony from first-
hand fact witnesses. That is because
both of those Houses of Representa-
tives knew they had to prove their
case—prove their case before submit-
ting it to the Senate for judgment.

Both situations involved legal battles
over executive privilege and extensive
litigation, both times not after a trial
had been handed to the Senate but be-
forehand. When the cases were actually
being compiled, there were mountains
of evidence, mountains of testimony,
and long legal battles over privilege.
None of this discovery took place over
here in the Senate.

The Constitution gives the sole
power of impeachment to the House. If
the House majority wants to impeach a
President, the ball is in their court,
but they have to do the work. They
have to prove their case. Nothing—
nothing in our history or our Constitu-
tion says a House majority can pass
what amounts to a half-baked censure
resolution and then insist that the
Senate fill in the blanks. There is no
constitutional exception for a House
majority with a short attention span.

I think everyone knows this process
has not been some earnest, factfinding
mission with House Democrats fol-
lowing each thread wherever it leads.
The Speaker of the House did not re-
luctantly decide to impeach after pour-
ing over secondhand impressions of
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