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The sponsor of this resolution will
say: Oh, it makes an exception for im-
minent attacks.

We have seen what that gets us over
the last couple of weeks—again, law-
yers and armchair rangers arguing
about the meaning of ‘“‘imminence.”
Well, I have to say that whether an at-
tack is imminent looks pretty different
if you are a soldier on patrol in Iraq
than if you are a comfortable Senator
sitting behind secure walls and armed
guards.

None of this means Congress has no
role in matters of life and death on the
battlefield. It is very far from it, in
fact, and I will take a back seat to no
one in asserting that constitutional au-
thority. I would remind my colleagues
that when we had an opportunity to in-
sist that Barack Obama’s nuclear deal
with Iran be submitted to this Cham-
ber as a treaty, there was one Senator
who voted to insist on that—only one.
This guy. Ninety-eight other Senators
were perfectly willing to create some
made-up, phony-baloney procedure
that allowed Barack Obama to submit
a nuclear arms agreement with a sworn
and mortal enemy that chants ‘‘Death
to America’ and put it into effect with
a large majority opposed to him, as op-
posed to the two-thirds majority that
our Constitution requires for treaties.

We do have a tremendous degree of
constitutional authority in the Con-
gress. We regulate interstate com-
merce, which means sanctions. We con-
firm Ambassadors. We confirm the
President’s Cabinet. We declare war,
which we have done only a few times in
our past despite hundreds of instances
of introducing troops. But most impor-
tantly, and the way to constrain the
Executive if this Congress thinks he
should be constrained in a particular
case, we have the spending power—in
particular, the spending power for our
Armed Forces. That is the way the
Congress—any Congress with any
President—can control the use of the
Armed Forces by the President. It is
something this Congress has done a lot
in the past. We did it in Vietnam, did
it in Nicaragua, and did it in Somalia.

There were plenty of times where the
President has acted in some ways in a
much more aggressive and far-reaching
fashion than President Trump did just
a couple weeks ago—the first Taiwan
Strait crisis, Granada in 1983, Libya in
1986, and Iran in 1988. I would even say
Libya again in 2011, although most of
my Democratic colleagues like to send
that down the memory hole since it
was a Democratic President.

So I would simply say that if you dis-
agree with the President’s decision to
kill the world’s most sadistic, blood-
thirsty, terrorist mastermind and you
want to stop him from doing so again,
file your bill to prohibit the use of any
taxpayer funds for such operations. It
is very simple. It is one page. I will
help you write it, if you need help—one
page: No funds will be used to support
operations by the Armed Forces
against the Government of Iran or any
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of its officials. Do it. Have the courage
of your convictions.

Why are we not seeing that bill? Be-
cause it failed just last year. All of
these same politicians offered language
on our annual Defense bill to try to
prohibit the use of any funds in oper-
ations like we just saw, and it failed.
We passed a defense bill, as we always
do, by overwhelming majorities, which
means they don’t have the votes be-
cause they know their position is not
popular with the American people. Not
surprisingly, the American people
don’t want their elected leaders to act
as lawyers for the ayatollahs.

So if you are not going to act in what
is our true constitutional power, spare
us the unconstitutional and dangerous
War Powers Resolutions and simply let
the people who are serious about our
national security—from troops on up
to the top—do what is necessary to
keep this country safe.

Madam President, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

UNITED STATES-MEXICO-CANADA
TRADE AGREEMENT

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
come to the floor today to mark an-
other major milestone for the land-
mark U.S.-Mexico-Canada Trade
Agreement. This morning, Madam
President, with you in the committee
in voting, the Environment and Public
Works Committee overwhelmingly
passed the USMCA. With the approval
of our committee, the USMCA is now
one step closer to final passage in the
Senate.

We all know that it isn’t perfect, but,
still, it is an important deal that bene-
fits all Americans. Passing this deal
provides much needed certainty for
America’s manufacturers. Our ranchers
and our farmers—certainly, in Wyo-
ming but across the breadbasket of the
country and the Rocky Mountain
West—are counting on it as well.

Americans have waited patiently now
for over a year. Speaker PELOSI was the
roadblock and held this hostage for an
extended period of time. She finally al-
lowed the House to vote on it. Now the
Senate is working to move this critical
piece of legislation forward and to the
President.

Passing USMCA will start the next
chapter in the American economic suc-
cess story. The deal is going to in-
crease our gross domestic product by
$70 billion. Above all, it is a win for
American workers. It is going to create
180,000 U.S. jobs, and you know that is
just the start. Already, our strong,
healthy, and growing economy has
been setting records across the board.
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It is thanks to Republican pro-growth
policies. That is what we look to and
point to when we take a look at the
record job growth we have had since
President Trump has taken office.

In just 3 years, we have created over
7 million new jobs in America. The un-
employment rate is at a 50-year low. It
is astonishing. Wage growth is the fast-
est it has been in a decade, especially
benefiting lower income workers. Ev-
eryone is better off with this growing
economy. There is still some untapped
potential, and we need to unlock it
now.

My home State of Wyoming is poised
to reap huge benefits not only from
USMCA; our State has much to gain
from new trade agreements with China
and with Japan as well. The China
trade agreement is scheduled to be
signed tomorrow and Japan on January
1. Together, these America-first trade
deals mean expanded access to export
markets. Wyoming farmers and ranch-
ers are very eager to seize these oppor-
tunities for future growth.

I would just say, as I conclude, that
here 1is the Dbottom Iline. Passing
USMCA means more jobs, and it means
economic growth. It means more cer-
tainty and more stability for our job
creators. It means more opportunity
and more prosperity for America’s
working families. That is the real
measure of this. It is time now for the
Senate to pass the USMCA.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

————

FREEDOM PROTESTS

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, we are in the wake of another
global event or happening, if you will.
No matter what it is, we always have
people who come in on the back side
and, as I say, are a bunch of armchair
quarterbacks and Monday morning
quarterbacks, and they are trying to
put their spin on what should have
been done and what wasn’t done. I
think that is probably a pretty good
analogy when we think about the foot-
ball game that took place last night.

What ought to be a serious discussion
about mnational security or human
rights inevitably devolves into a polit-
ical argument about who should be al-
lowed to score the most points off the
blood and bravery of people who are
fighting half a world away. Here is a
suggestion for each of us: In times of
conflict or unrest, instead of looking to
the pundits and listening to a lot of
pundits, why don’t we look to the peo-
ple themselves who are involved in
these conflicts?

After the U.S. strike that took out
Qasem Soleimani, armchair quarter-
backs calling plays for the left picked
up on what the propaganda arm of the
Iranian regime was selling. Bear in
mind, I just said the propaganda arm.
After Tehran downed its own jet
though, shouldn’t the conversation
have pivoted to the outraged protests
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not against Americans but against the
Iranian Government? After all, those
protests were fueled not by the act of
one man but by months of domestic
turmoil and decades of brutal repres-
sion by the Iranian regime against the
people of Iran. Of course, it didn’t
pivot. The false narrative of the mad
American President prevailed, even as
the people of Iran railed against the
brutality of the ayatollahs and the in-
explicable recklessness of their own
military. They were saying one thing,
and the media said something else.

In a stunning display of bravery, the
people of Iran risked their lives—yes,
they are risking their lives. In Novem-
ber, 304 got shot taking to the streets.
The Revolutionary Guard brought
about by Soleimani were shooting this
week at people who were protesting
and begging—begging for a little bit of
freedom. It is amazing to me that it
doesn’t get acknowledged.

The decisive elimination of
Soleimani exposed the regime’s ex-
treme vulnerability on the global
stage, and I think the ayatollahs in
Iran know this. This is why we saw
them respond with threats against
America at large. It is why they
strong-armed the Iraqi Parliament into
its foolish stand against American
troops, why they arrested the United
Kingdom’s Ambassador for attending a
peace vigil, and why they violently re-
taliated against civilian speech. They
know they are losing this argument.
Tehran failed at silencing dissent.
Their goal is to convince the rest of the
world to ignore the protests of the Ira-
nian people.

Authoritarianism is not bound to one
particular region or ideology. As we
saw last year, the repressive behavior
of Communist China backfired on offi-
cials in Beijing. In their case, there
wasn’t an airstrike or an incursion.
There was just a simple but disastrous
piece of legislation that would have
jeopardized the already-strangled
human rights of every citizen in Hong
Kong—not just a few but everybody,
blanket coverage. Don’t be caught
speaking out against China and against
Beijing.

The fallout from that violation is
now legendary. Millions took to the
streets on behalf of democracy and self-
determination and turned Beijing’s
agenda on its head. Their protests cap-
tured the attention of the entire world
and inspired others struggling to sur-
vive under Communist rule to speak
up.

This past Saturday, the people of
Taiwan poured some additional salt on
Beijing’s wounds by delivering a stun-
ning electoral rebuke against the Com-
munist Party. Taiwanese citizens cast
a record number of ballots, pulling the
pro-democracy ruling party out of a 2-
year skid and validating President
Tsai’s embrace of anti-Beijing pro-
testers in East Asia. Let me tell you,
China knows exactly who is to blame
for this, but in official statements they
are writing off the results of the elec-
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tion as a mere fluke, and they are
blaming—get this—foreign interference
for their humiliation. They couldn’t
possibly be responsible for this.

I have to tell you, the election may
be over, but you can count on China to
find other ways to coerce Taipei into
submission. They will likely continue
to pressure Taiwanese businessmen and
workers living on the mainland to toe
the party line and engage in more mili-
tary drills around Taiwan, with the
goal of muscling away diplomatic sup-
port. It is all part of their playbook.

Threats gilded in official policy are
standard operating procedure for au-
thoritarian regimes, but overt crack-
downs on dissent still loom large over
the heads of their people. Last Decem-
ber, China threatened to sanction the
non-governmental organizations that
backed pro-democracy legislation in
Hong Kong. On Sunday, they suddenly
refused entry to activists from Human
Rights Watch without even pretending
to provide a plausible explanation.
Imagine that. They have moved so far
in repression, they wouldn’t even let
Human Rights Watch in the country to
see what it is that they are doing to
their people.

Make no mistake, regimes like those
in China or Iran are vicious and power-
ful, but right now, they are running on
nothing but fear of their very own peo-
ple, their own citizens. The fear is what
drives them to repression, abuse, and
murder, but time and again they forget
that someone is always watching. The
same technology that allows them to
spy on and manipulate their adver-
saries allows freedom fighters to tweet,
to live stream, and broadcast some of
these crimes that are being committed
by these oppressive regimes.

The people of Iran and China have
flung themselves onto the frontline of
a global fight for individual rights and
individual freedom, but don’t neglect
those risking life and limb in places
like Lebanon, where peaceful opposi-
tion to authorities is labeled as crimi-
nal defamation—imagine that, crimi-
nal defamation if you peacefully op-
pose the authorities—or in Morocco,
where journalists have been jailed with
impunity for unveiling corruption. You
find corruption, you report it in the
press, and they lock you up for telling
the truth—or Burma or India or Alge-
ria. There are dozens more examples.

If you want to understand what is
happening, look to the people. Listen
to them and pay attention to their his-
tory as they seek to write their future.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
BLACKBURN). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that I be al-
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lowed to engage in a colloquy with my
friend and colleague, the Senator from
Wyoming, Mr. ENZI.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

REMEMBERING JERALYN JOY
“JERRY” BROWN

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President,
we have here a picture of Jerry
Brown—Jeralyn Joy Brown—age 89,
who passed away peacefully on Wednes-
day, January 8, 2020, at the Hot Springs
County Memorial Hospital in
Thermopolis, WY. She was surrounded
by her loving family.

For many years, Jerry was a domi-
nant force in Wyoming. For the last 12
years, she was the single most influen-
tial voice with the Wyoming Senate
delegation. She is my wife Bobbi’s
mom. Yet Senator ENZI knew her long
before I did.

Senator ENZI.

Mr. ENZI. I thank the Senator.

I got to meet this delightful lady in
Thermopolis, WY, some 70 years ago. I
need to tell you a little bit about
Thermopolis, WY, and how I wound up
there.

During the war, my dad was a welder
on ships, and after the war, he moved
around the country doing different
welding projects, one of which took
him to Thermopolis, WY. He welded on
the dam there. Dams in the West are
used to control floods. They are big
projects, and they have a huge impact
on communities. This particular one
not only controlled floods, but it
turned into a great fishery.

My folks went to Thermopolis, WY,
and they also built a trailer park. It
was the first modern trailer park in
Thermopolis. By ‘‘modern,” I mean
there was a central building that had
indoor showers and flush toilets.

You need to understand a little bit
about Wyoming. We are small. At that
time, there were two cities in Wyo-
ming. To be a city, you had to have
more than 3,000 in population. As soon
as you had 3,000 in population, you
could declare yourself a first-class city.
In those early days, Casper—the energy
capital at that time—and Cheyenne—
the State capital at that time—exceed-
ed 3,000.

What effect did that have on the
communities? The Presbyterians, the
Methodists, and the Congregationalists
got together and divided up the towns
that were small, realizing that they
couldn’t support all three churches.
There was one town that was so small
that they actually got together and
formed a community church.

What is a community church? That is
where these three denominations
worked together. At one time, there
would be a Presbyterian minister who
was there, and 2 years later, there
would be a Methodist minister who was
there and, 2 years later, a Congrega-
tional minister who was there. That is
where Jerry Brown was the Sunday
school teacher, and that is how I came
to meet her.
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