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said: Stop shedding blood, and let’s sit
down at the table and be able to work
this out.

In the meantime, let’s not assume
that Soleimani was some innocent by-
stander. He had a lot of American
blood on his hands. Let’s take into real
life what it really means to live in
Baghdad and serve in our diplomatic
mission and hour after hour run to
bomb shelters as rockets are raining
down randomly on your facility. There
is plenty of provocation. Now it is time
for diplomacy. Let’s get this worked
out.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. RoM-
NEY). The Senator from Ohio.

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, first,
I want to say to my colleague from
Oklahoma that I appreciate his re-
marks. I was on the floor last week
talking about this issue. He is abso-
lutely right. Soleimani was a recog-
nized terrorist, not by the Trump ad-
ministration but by the global commu-
nity, including the Obama administra-
tion, the United Nations. The two orga-
nizations that he had were both consid-
ered terrorist organizations. He was re-
sponsible for the deaths of hundreds of
our constituents and thousands more
who were maimed or injured.

When I have been at these briefings,
I am sort of getting a different briefing
than, apparently, some of my col-
leagues are. The briefings have been
very explicit about the degree with
which this particular individual had al-
ready attacked and killed so many
Americans and, in fact, there were
more plans, of course, in the future.
That is why he was traveling around
the Middle East, meeting with other
commanders, including the commander
of the Islamic militia group in Iraq
that very day.

I think this is a time for us, as the
Senator from Oklahoma has said, to be
sober and to be realistic about the
great threat that he posed to us, and
not just in this administration but in
previous administrations, and now talk
about a way forward, avoiding war with
Iran but making sure Iran is held ac-
countable.

To the people of Iran, I say today
that we are with you. We understand
the fact that your country is one where
your own rights have been repressed
and you have not had the ability to
achieve your dreams. We want that for
you, as well. Our arguments are not
with you. They are with the Govern-
ment of Iran.

————

REMEMBERING CHRIS ALLEN

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I am
here today to talk about something
very sad. Last week, my staff and I
were informed that a colleague of ours,
Chris Allen, a Senate staffer in the
Senate Finance Committee, passed
away unexpectedly.

Chris was an amagzing guy. He was
diligent, hard-working, and an expert
on pensions and tax-exempt organiza-
tions. He was a very valued colleague.
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I got to know him particularly well
over the last couple of years as we
worked together on pension issues. He
was the one who, along with Charlie
Bolton in my office, really focused on
the complicated issue of multiem-
ployer pensions and other retirement
security issues.

We have a crisis in our country right
now. The pension system is in big trou-
ble. Chris Allen played a pivotal role in
ensuring that this very important issue
was brought to the fore and that we
have responsible solutions for it. He
was developing a framework to prevent
the collapse of that longtime employer
system. He also recently prevented
pension cuts to over 92,000 retired coal
miners through his work. He is the one,
I think, most responsible from all of
the staff on the Hill for ensuring that
we expanded 401(k)s to millions of part-
time workers left behind by current
law.

Last month, Congress enacted and
the President signed the SECURE Act.
It is going to help millions of Ameri-
cans to have more peace of mind in re-
tirement. I don’t believe it would have
passed the Senate at the end of last
year but for Chris. That is how impor-
tant he was. Through his quick wit and
tenacity, he is the one who built the
coalitions to get that done, and he
built the momentum for it when,
frankly, a lot of others had given up.
As a result, all Americans are better
off.

In this difficult time, my thoughts
and my prayers are with his wife
Lynda-Marie, his daughters Sophie and
Lucie, and all of his family and his
many, many friends, as we mourn the
loss of a true public servant. I also
want to express condolences to Chair-
man GRASSLEY and the entire staff of
the Senate Finance Committee.

Chris will be dearly missed as a
friend, a retirement expert, and a
model public servant.

————
SENATE ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I am
here today to talk about the path for-
ward on legislation and commonsense
solutions that my constituents and all
of our constituents would like to see
this year. The Senators in this Cham-
ber came back to town this week, along
with Members of the House, at one of
the most partisan times in our Na-
tion’s history.

We just learned that the House is
now going to send us Articles of Im-
peachment. This will be the third Pres-
idential impeachment trial in our en-
tire history and only the second one in
the last 151 years.

It will be the most partisan one ever.
I agree with the NANCY PELOSI of a
year ago, who said: ‘“‘Impeachment is so
divisive to the country that unless
there is something so compelling and
overwhelming and bipartisan, I don’t
think we should go down that path be-
cause it divides the country.” I think
she was right about that. Yet, unfortu-
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nately, without meeting those criteria,
here we are going down that path.

While we face a lot of contentious
issues ahead of us, I still believe we can
legislate for the benefit of the people
we represent, and we must. That is our
job. We can’t let partisanship cause us
to lose sight of all the opportunities we
have here every day to come together,
to find common ground, and to pass
commonsense solutions to address the
issues our constituents care most
about.

In fact, I would say that under the
radar and without fanfare, we have re-
cently done that. At end of last year,
we enacted a number of bills and provi-
sions on a bipartisan basis that helped
people. I talked about the SECURE Act
a moment ago. Despite the headlines
about gridlock and dysfunction and im-
peachment, we have been working on
both sides of the aisle to find solutions
to some of these real problems—like
growing our economy, protecting na-
tional security, promoting conserva-
tion, or helping the most vulnerable.

———

OPIOID EPIDEMIC

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, one
area where this Senate and the Con-
gress, in general, along with the ad-
ministration, have made significant
progress is combating the ongoing drug
addiction crisis in America that has af-
fected so many families represented by
all of us in this Chamber.

In my home State of Ohio, we have
been on the frontline of this crisis for
years. Opioids, in particular, have
taken a heavy toll in our communities.
In fact, in 2017, our opioid overdose
rate in Ohio was almost three times
the national average, with nearly a
dozen Ohioans dying from these dan-
gerous drugs every single day, making
it the No. 1 cause of death in Ohio, sur-
passing car accidents.

Since 2017, we have begun to make
progress, finally, to be able to turn the
tide on opioids. In 2018, after a decade
of increased overdose deaths every year
for the previous dozen years, we finally
had a reduction, a 22-percent reduction
in overdose deaths. By the way, that
led the Nation in terms of the percent
decrease. It is still way too high—unac-
ceptably high—but we are starting to
make progress.

A lot of it goes back to what is being
done here at the Federal level, but also
the State level and local level, to ad-
dress this problem. We have dramati-
cally increased funding here for treat-
ment for recovery, including providing
Narcan as a way to save people’s lives.
It is a miracle drug that reverses the
effects of an overdose. We have done
some things that are very important.
More recently, we have sent these re-
sources through legislation that the
President signed into law just last
year. There are resources also provided
by the State opioid response grants and
also by our bipartisan Comprehensive
Addiction and Recovery Act, or CARA,
helping our first responders to be able
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