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hopes that the web page you wanted
would have fully loaded on your com-
puter by the time you returned. It was
in this era that the DMCA attempted
to strike a reasonable balance between
content creators and the operators of
online billboards. The DMCA offered
immunity to new, emerging platforms
in exchange for reasonable enforce-
ment efforts, including quickly taking
down copyrighted materials they
learned about violations. In 1998, there
were no iPhones. There was no
Facebook and no YouTube. Netflix
opened that year as a mail-order DVD
store. For a time, the DMCA worked.

President Trump has led the way to
establish a new paradigm for trade
agreements that protect American in-
terests, and the USMCA provides for
long overdue updates to NAFTA, but
the mechanisms of the DMCA to deter
copyright infringement need to be up-
dated. Technology has changed faster
than anyone could have ever imagined,
and the existing DMCA simply isn’t
able to address these new develop-
ments. The original DMCA was simply
not designed for the kind of global data
and advertising platforms that we have
seen develop over time. As is so often
the case, the technology has outpaced
the law.

I intend to hold a series of hearings
this year to explore whether the DMCA
needs updating in order to promote the
creative economy in the 21st century.
This work is critical to North Carolina
jobs in the creative sector. For exam-
ple, the motion picture and television
industry is directly responsible for
more than 19,000 jobs in North Caro-
lina, representing more than $1 billion
in wages in the State. Productions like
the series ‘‘Reprisal’” and the upcoming
film Uncle Frank were made in North
Carolina in 2019. The good, high-wage
jobs in the film and television indus-
try, from directors, musicians, and ac-
tors, to drivers, makeup artists, paint-
ers, and set decorators, are at risk if
the products they make lose money
due to internet theft.

Without prejudging what changes
may be necessary to the DMCA, it is
important that our future trade agree-
ments can keep up with the advances
of U.S. copyright law. I look forward to
working together with my colleagues
in the House and Senate and with the
White House to ensure we improve the
DMCA and create more export opportu-
nities for U.S. businesses and workers
in the process. As always, our trade
agreements and our copyright law
should do all they can to create good
incentives and empower market forces
to solve problems.

Mr. President, I applaud the inclu-
sion of national treatment language in
this agreement, requiring nondiscrim-
inatory treatment of American cre-
ators and their goods.

This protects many American goods,
of course, but I want to make special
note that the inclusion of this provi-
sion in USMCA will help undo one par-
ticular instance of discrimination/un-
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fair treatment against American cre-
ators. It will help ensure that Amer-
ican music creators are fairly com-
pensated when their recordings are
played in Canada and Mexico.

Our expectation is that American
performers will see an increase in roy-
alty compensation as a result. As it
stands today, Canadian artists receive
all royalties due under U.S. law for the
use of sound recordings here. Those
royalties totaled nearly a billion dol-
lars last year for all recordings.

We afford the recordings of all for-
eign nationals with the same rights
due for the recordings of American art-
ists. In Canada, however, royalties col-
lected for radio airplay and other non-
digital public performances of sound
recordings made by Americans cur-
rently are NOT shared with the Amer-
ican performers who create them.

I encourage the administration to en-
sure inclusion of this protection for
American creators in all trade agree-
ments going forward. American music
is by far the most listened to in the
world, and we should do all we can to
ensure our American music creators
are treated fairly by our trade part-
ners.

———
VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I was
necessarily absent but had I been
present, I would have voted no on roll-
call vote No. 11, the motion to invoke
cloture on the nomination of Peter
Gaynor, to be Administrator of the
Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy.

Mr. President, I was necessarily ab-
sent, but had I been present, I would
have voted no on rollcall vote No. 12,
confirmation of Peter Gaynor, to be
Administrator of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency.

————

RECOGNIZING THE UNITED
STATES COAST GUARD

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
rise today to commend the Coast
Guard men and women who serve in
Kodiak, AK, a designated Coast Guard
City. On February 7, Kodiak’s Chamber
of Commerce will hold a community-
wide celebration called ‘“We Applaud
You.” I want to take a moment to join
in applauding the Coast Guard as a
whole and all the Coast Guard per-
sonnel serving in Alaska, but espe-
cially those based in Kodiak who help
make our great State a safe place to
live and work.

Kodiak is a robust Coast Guard City:
it is homeport for three cutters, fifteen
aircraft, a communications detach-
ment, the North Pacific Regional Fish-
eries Training Center, the Aids to
Navigation Team, and of course, Base
Kodiak. Each of these components
serve and protect Alaskans on a daily
basis, and I would like to highlight
some particularly important examples
of their contributions and service to
Alaska.
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Personnel from the Marine Safety
Detachment in Kodiak helped oversee
and coordinate multiple pollution re-
sponses on Kodiak Island last year, in-
cluding responding to a diesel spill in
the Buskin River, and a separate spill
of Fuel Oil at Kitoi Bay Hatchery. The
Marine Safety Detachment’s prompt
actions and clean-up expertise helped
keep the island of Kodiak’s rivers and
coastline beautiful and safe. My sin-
cere thanks to Marine Safety Detach-
ment Kodiak.

On New Year’s Eve, the search and
rescue team, including Air Station Ko-
diak and the Coast Guard Cutter Mel-
lon responded to a sinking fishing ves-
sel, the F/V Scandies Rose. The crews
faced 40-knot winds, 15-30 foot seas and
significantly reduced visibility at the
scene of the sinking. The search and
rescue team successfully recovered two
survivors from a life raft but the five
remaining crew members were lost. My
heart goes out to the families and
friends of those lost at sea. The crew of
the Scandies Rose is in my prayers; this
accident has hit especially close to
home for Kodiak, which is a tight-knit
fishing community, as well as a Coast
Guard City.

As we mourn the loss of the Scandies
Rose, we are incredibly grateful for the
efforts of the Coast Guard to rescue the
survivors in the face of extremely dan-
gerous conditions. We see these type of
heroic actions in movies, but the Coast
Guard in Alaska operates in dangerous,
life-threatening conditions every day
in order to keep Alaskans safe. To the
entire search and rescue team, we ap-
plaud you, and Alaska thanks you.

Now, I also want to sincerely thank
Base Kodiak, the home of ‘“Rock Solid
Support.” Your work behind the scenes
provides the foundation for all of the
ready and responsive work done by
those on the front lines. You truly are
the rock solid support that Kkeeps
things moving, whether it is the med-
ical and dental clinics keeping over a
thousand people healthy; the Morale
Welfare and Recreation team keeping
the crew happy and energized—and in
shape—the personnel support staff who
recently completed a 5-year effort to
increase salaries and close a long over-
due pay gap for wage grade members
across Alaska; or the facilities engi-
neering department, who have im-
proved living conditions for Kodiak’s
most junior Coast Guard members by
converting housing units to allow two
single members to share them.

It is so important to me that our jun-
ior Coast Guard men and women are
able to enjoy improved housing ar-
rangements while away from home,
maybe for the first time. Maybe they
will be so comfortable in Kodiak that
they want to come back to Alaska and
call it home. I applaud all 450 personnel
of Base Kodiak who keep the Coast
Guard operations going.

Finally, I want to take a minute to
speak to the contributions and sac-
rifice of our Coast Guard families, part-
ners, and spouses. So much of the de-
manding work that our Coast Guard



		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-01-21T17:30:15-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




