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Contributions, amount, date, and donee: 
1. Self: None in last 5 yrs. 
2. Spouse: $250.00, 2–7–18, Josh Hawley. 

Katherine Wright: $250.00, 10–7–18, Josh 
Hawley. 

3. Children and Spouses: None. 
4. Parents: Deceased. 
5. Grandparents: Deceased. 
6. Brothers and Spouses: No Brothers. 
7. Sisters and Spouses: Anna Langley: 

$100.00, Summer 2019, Joe Biden; Walter 
Langley: None; Debra Veazey: None; Randy 
Veazey: None. 

Dorothy Shea, of North Carolina, a Career 
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, Class 
of Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Lebanese 
Republic. 

Nominee: Dorothy Camille Shea. 
Post: U.S. Ambassador to the Lebanese Re-

public. 
(The following is a list of all members of 

my immediate family and their spouses. I 
have asked each of these persons to inform 
me of the pertinent contributions made by 
them. To the best of my knowledge, the in-
formation contained in this report is com-
plete and accurate.) 

Contributions, amount, date, donee: 
1. Self: None. 
2. Spouse: N/A. 
3. Children and Spouses: N/A. 
4. Parents: Audrey Martin Shea: (Deceased 

for more than four years); Brandan Bowler 
Shea, Sr.: (Deceased for more than four 
years); John Lexcen: (Deceased for more 
than four years) (stepfather); Ralph Amos 
Mawyer: None (Deceased) (stepfather). 

5. Grandparents: Dennis Clement Shea: 
(Deceased for more than four years); Marie 
Shea: (Deceased for more than four years); 
Camille Martin: (Deceased for more than 
four years); Patrick Martin: (Deceased for 
more than four years). 

6. Brothers and Spouses: Brandan Bowler 
Shea, Jr.: None. June Shea (separated): 
None. Martin Dennis Shea: $25.00, 09/25/2015, 
Act Blue; $10.00, 03/08/2016, Act Blue; $10.00, 
03/08/2016, Patty Judge for Iowa. Lilian Shea 
(ex wife) $300.00, 06/27/2019, John Walsh for 
Colorado. Stephen Fennessy Shea: $27.00, 08/ 
08/2019, Act Blue (314 Action Fund); $25.00, 08/ 
08/2019, Act Blue (Amy McGrath); $25.00, 08/08/ 
2019, Act Blue (Jaime Harrison); $25.00, 07/31/ 
2019, Act Blue (Dan McCready); $25.00, 07/05/ 
2019, Act Blue (Cal Cunningham); $25.00, 
$25.00, 06/19/2019, Act Blue (Roy Cooper); 
$25.00, 06/19/2019, Act Blue (Cal Cunningham); 
$20.20, 06/03/2019, Act Blue (Seth Moulton); 
$1.00, 04/13/2019, Act Blue (Julian Castro); 
$3.00, 04/05/2019, Act Blue (Jay Inslee); $25.00, 
03/30/2019, Act Blue (Jay Inslee). 

Anne Shea (wife): $35.00, 09/20/2019, Act Blue 
(Elizabeth Warren); $25.00, 06/02/2019, Act 
Blue (Elizabeth Warren); $3.00, 04/05/2019, Act 
Blue (Jay Inslee); $25.00, 03/30/2019, Act Blue 
(Jay Inslee); $25.00, 02/22/2019, Act Blue (Dan 
McCready); $25.00, 10/05/2018 ,Act Blue; $37.00, 
12/02/2016, Hillary for America. 

7. Sisters and Spouses: Kathleen Ann Shea: 
None; Margaret Shea Burnham: None; Ash-
ley Burnham (husb): None. 

Todd C. Chapman, of Texas, a Career Mem-
ber of the Senior Foreign Service, Class of 
Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Federative 
Republic of Brazil. 

(Nominations without an asterisk were re-
ported with the recommendation that they 
be confirmed.) 

Nominee: Todd Crawford Chapman. 
Post: U.S. Ambassador to the Federative 

Republic of Brazil. 

(The following is a list of all members of 
my immediate family and their spouses. I 
have asked each of these persons, except as 
noted below, to inform me of the pertinent 
contributions made by them. To the best of 
my knowledge, the information contained in 
this report is complete and accurate.) 

Contributions, amount, date, and donee: 
1. Self: Todd Chapman, None. 
2. Spouse: Janetta Chapman, None. 
3. Children and Spouses: Joshua Chapman 

(son), None; Jason Chapman (son), None; 
Brooke Danielle Chapman (wife of Jason), 
None. 

4. Parents: Bob Chapman (father, deceased 
2007); Marilyn Chapman (mother, deceased 
2016). 

5. Grandparents: Willie May and William 
Chapman, Hulda and Walther Thieme (all 
four grandparents deceased for over 25 
years). 

6. Brothers and Spouses: No brothers. 
7. Sisters and Spouses: My sisters and their 

spouses do not choose to be in communica-
tion with me on such matters. A review of 
the FEC records shows political contribu-
tions only by Ava Chapman within the last 
five years. Ava Michelle Chapman (sister): 
$5.00, 2/22/2018, ACTBLUE–Virginia; $5.00, 10/ 
14/2018, ACTBLUE–Virginia; $25.00, 10/14/2018; 
ACTBLUE–Virginia. Bonnie Neighbour 
(spouse of Ava), none; Shawn Chapman 
French (sister), none; Jerry French (spouse 
of Shawn), none. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Ms. ROSEN (for herself and Ms. 
MURKOWSKI): 

S. 3194. A bill to establish a program ensur-
ing access to accredited continuing medical 
education for primary care physicians and 
other health care providers at Federally- 
qualified health centers and rural health 
clinics, to provide training and clinical sup-
port for primary care providers to practice 
at their full scope and improve access to care 
for patients in underserved areas; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Mr. 
TESTER): 

S. 3195. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Defense and the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to review the records of former mem-
bers of the Armed Forces who die by suicide 
within one year of separation from the 
Armed Forces and to require the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to submit a report on the 
REACH VET program; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself and Mr. 
BOOKER): 

S. 3196. A bill to conserve global bear popu-
lations by prohibiting the importation, ex-
portation, and interstate trade of bear 
viscera and items, products, or substances 
containing, or labeled or advertised as con-
taining, bear viscera, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and Mr. 
RUBIO): 

S. 3197. A bill to revoke or deny visas to 
Chinese officials involved in the formulation 
or execution of a policy that prevents inno-
cent United States citizens from leaving 
China; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. REED (for himself and Mr. KEN-
NEDY): 

S. 3198. A bill to authorize a pilot program 
to expand and intensify surveillance of self- 
harm in partnership with State and local 
public health departments, to establish a 
grant program to provide self-harm and sui-
cide prevention services in hospital emer-
gency departments, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions . 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Ms. 
SINEMA): 

S. 3199. A bill to amend section 7 of the 
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 to ensure 
appropriate compensation for certain hours 
of overtime work by border patrol agents; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr. CAR-
PER, Mr. CRAMER, Ms. SMITH, Ms. 
MCSALLY, and Ms. SINEMA): 

S. 3200. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to permit high deductible 
health plans to provide chronic disease pre-
vention services to plan enrollees prior to 
satisfying their plan deductible; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Mr. 
PETERS, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BROWN, 
Mr. DURBIN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR): 

S. Res. 470. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate that the President and 
the Secretary of State should ensure that 
the Government of Canada does not perma-
nently store nuclear waste in the Great Lake 
Basin; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

By Mr. MCCONNELL: 
S. Res. 471. A resolution authorizing the 

taking of a photograph in the Chamber of 
the United States Senate; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mr. CASSIDY: 
S. Res. 472. A resolution commending the 

Louisiana State University Tigers football 
team for winning the 2020 College Football 
Playoff National Championship; considered 
and agreed to. 

By Mr. MANCHIN (for himself and Mrs. 
CAPITO): 

S. Res. 473. A resolution congratulating the 
University of Charleston men’s soccer team 
for winning the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association Division II Men’s Soccer Cham-
pionship at Highmark Stadium in Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania; considered and agreed 
to. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. BLUNT, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. RISCH, Mr. 
HAWLEY, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. COTTON, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. SCOTT of South Caro-
lina, and Mr. SCOTT of Florida): 

S. Con. Res. 34. A concurrent resolution af-
firming the importance of religious freedom 
as a fundamental human right that is essen-
tial to a free society and protected for all 
people of the United States under the Con-
stitution of the United States, and recog-
nizing the 234th anniversary of the enact-
ment of the Virginia Statute for Religious 
Freedom; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 39 

At the request of Mr. BRAUN, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 09:39 Jan 16, 2020 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00045 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A15JA6.041 S15JAPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

X
C

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES246 January 15, 2020 
PERDUE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
39, a bill to provide that Members of 
Congress may not receive pay after Oc-
tober 1 of any fiscal year in which Con-
gress has not approved a concurrent 
resolution on the budget and passed 
the regular appropriations bills. 

S. 117 

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 117, a bill to prohibit discrimina-
tion against individuals with disabil-
ities who need long-term services and 
supports, and for other purposes. 

S. 578 

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
the names of the Senator from Illinois 
(Mr. DURBIN) and the Senator from 
Washington (Mrs. MURRAY) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 578, a bill to amend 
title II of the Social Security Act to 
eliminate the five-month waiting pe-
riod for disability insurance benefits 
under such title for individuals with 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. 

S. 642 

At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the 
names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. COTTON) and the Senator from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 642, a bill to award 
a Congressional Gold Medal to Master 
Sergeant Rodrick ‘‘Roddie’’ Edmonds 
in recognition of his heroic actions 
during World War II. 

S. 762 

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 
name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. JONES) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 762, a bill to provide for funding 
from the Airport and Airway Trust 
Fund for all Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration activities in the event of a Gov-
ernment shutdown, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 778 

At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 778, a bill to direct the Secretary 
of Commerce, acting through the Ad-
ministrator of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, to 
conduct coastal community vulner-
ability assessments related to ocean 
acidification, and for other purposes. 

S. 849 

At the request of Mr. CRAMER, the 
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 849, a bill to provide for 
the inclusion on the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Wall of the names of the lost 
crew members of the U.S.S. Frank E. 
Evans killed on June 3, 1969. 

S. 892 

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 
name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 892, a bill to award a Con-
gressional Gold Medal, collectively, to 
the women in the United States who 
joined the workforce during World War 
II, providing the aircraft, vehicles, 
weaponry, ammunition, and other ma-

terials to win the war, that were re-
ferred to as ‘‘Rosie the Riveter’’, in 
recognition of their contributions to 
the United States and the inspiration 
they have provided to ensuing genera-
tions. 

S. 933 

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
the name of the Senator from Maine 
(Mr. KING) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 933, a bill to improve data collection 
and monitoring of the Great Lakes, 
oceans, bays, estuaries, and coasts, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1088 

At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 
name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1088, a bill to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to require the 
President to set a minimum annual 
goal for the number of refugees to be 
admitted, and for other purposes. 

S. 1257 

At the request of Mr. CRAMER, the 
name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1257, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to expand tax-free 
distributions from individual retire-
ment accounts to include rollovers for 
charitable life-income plans for chari-
table purposes. 

S. 1258 

At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO), the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL), the Senator from 
Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE), the 
Senator from New York (Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND), the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN), the Senator from 
Maryland (Mr. CARDIN), the Senator 
from Vermont (Mr. LEAHY), the Sen-
ator from Delaware (Mr. CARPER) and 
the Senator from Maryland (Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN) were added as cosponsors of S. 
1258, a bill to prohibit the sale of to-
bacco products to individuals under the 
age of 21. 

S. 1757 

At the request of Ms. ERNST, the 
name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. JONES) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1757, a bill to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal, collectively, to the 
United States Army Rangers Veterans 
of World War II in recognition of their 
extraordinary service during World 
War II. 

S. 1762 

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1762, a bill to amend the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act of 1938 to pro-
vide the Attorney General with greater 
authority to promote enforcement and 
disclosure requirements for agents of 
foreign principals, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1908 

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
the name of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 1908, a bill to amend the 

Richard B. Russell National School 
Lunch Act to improve the efficiency of 
summer meals. 

S. 2112 

At the request of Ms. HARRIS, the 
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2112, a bill to enhance the 
rights of domestic workers, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2216 

At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2216, a bill to require the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to for-
mally recognize caregivers of veterans, 
notify veterans and caregivers of clin-
ical determinations relating to eligi-
bility for caregiver programs, and tem-
porarily extend benefits for veterans 
who are determined ineligible for the 
family caregiver program, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2233 

At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 
names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN), the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) and the Senator from 
Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2233, a bill to 
nullify the effect of the recent execu-
tive order that requires Federal agen-
cies to share citizenship data. 

S. 2246 

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2246, a bill to amend titles XVIII and 
XIX of the Social Security Act to pro-
vide equal coverage of in vitro specific 
IgE tests and percutaneous tests for al-
lergies under the Medicare and Med-
icaid programs, and for other purposes. 

S. 2321 

At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the 
names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mrs. LOEFFLER), the Senator from 
Florida (Mr. SCOTT), the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT), the Sen-
ator from South Dakota (Mr. THUNE), 
the Senator from Mississippi (Mr. 
WICKER), the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE), the Senator from Ala-
bama (Mr. SHELBY), the Senator from 
Texas (Mr. CORNYN), the Senator from 
Indiana (Mr. BRAUN), the Senator from 
Maine (Ms. COLLINS) and the Senator 
from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHNSON) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2321, a bill to 
require the Secretary of the Treasury 
to mint a coin in commemoration of 
the 100th anniversary of the establish-
ment of Negro Leagues baseball. 

S. 2417 

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2417, a bill to provide for 
payment of proceeds from savings 
bonds to a State with title to such 
bonds pursuant to the judgment of a 
court. 

S. 2496 

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 
name of the Senator from Washington 
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(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2496, a bill to amend title II of 
the Social Security Act to eliminate 
the Medicare and disability insurance 
benefits waiting periods for disabled in-
dividuals. 

S. 2774 

At the request of Ms. MCSALLY, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2774, a bill to direct the Attorney Gen-
eral to establish and carry out a Vet-
eran Treatment Court Program. 

S. 2918 

At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2918, a bill to amend title 
23, United States Code, to require the 
Secretary of Transportation to estab-
lish a program to provide grants to 
carry out activities to benefit polli-
nators on roadsides and highway 
rights-of-way, including the planting 
and seeding of native, locally-appro-
priate grasses and wildflowers, includ-
ing milkweed, and for other purposes. 

S. 2949 

At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2949, a bill to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to make grants to eli-
gible organizations to provide service 
dogs to veterans with severe post-trau-
matic stress disorder, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2970 

At the request of Ms. ERNST, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2970, a bill to improve the 
fielding of newest generations of per-
sonal protective equipment to the 
Armed Forces, and for other purposes. 

S. 3020 

At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3020, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to authorize the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to enter into con-
tracts with States or to award grants 
to States to promote health and 
wellness, prevent suicide, and improve 
outreach to veterans, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 3152 

At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the 
names of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS), the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) and the Senator from 
Maine (Mr. KING) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 3152, a bill to require the Fed-
eral Communications Commission to 
incorporate data on maternal health 
outcomes into its broadband health 
maps. 

S.J. RES. 6 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
names of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. JONES), the Senator from Hawaii 
(Mr. SCHATZ) and the Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. BROWN) were added as co-
sponsors of S.J. Res. 6, a joint resolu-
tion removing the deadline for the rati-

fication of the equal rights amend-
ment. 

S.J. RES. 68 

At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 
names of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN), the Senator from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. CASEY), the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. COONS), the Senator 
from Connecticut (Mr. MURPHY) and 
the Senator from Massachusetts (Ms. 
WARREN) were added as cosponsors of 
S.J. Res. 68, a joint resolution to direct 
the removal of United States Armed 
Forces from hostilities against the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran that have not 
been authorized by Congress. 

S. RES. 306 

At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the 
names of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the Senator 
from Maryland (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 306, a 
resolution reaffirming the commit-
ment to media diversity and pledging 
to work with media entities and di-
verse stakeholders to develop common 
ground solutions to eliminate barriers 
to media diversity. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTION 

By Mr. REED (for himself and 
Mr. KENNEDY): 

S. 3198. A bill to authorize a pilot 
program to expand and intensify sur-
veillance of self-harm in partnership 
with State and local public health de-
partments, to establish a grant pro-
gram to provide self-harm and suicide 
prevention services in hospital emer-
gency departments, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, as we all 
know too well rates of suicide have 
risen to epidemic levels in the United 
States, with suicide now the 10th lead-
ing cause of death in the country. On 
average, there are 129 suicides every 
day, roughly one every 11 minutes—a 
staggering statistic. That is why I am 
pleased to be introducing bipartisan, 
bicameral legislation to provide new 
resources to help turn the tide on this 
increasingly dire situation. I am joined 
in introducing the Suicide Prevention 
Act by Senator KENNEDY, with Rep-
resentatives CHRIS STEWART and DORIS 
MATSUI introducing companion legisla-
tion in the House of Representatives. 

This legislation would authorize new 
funding for the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, CDC, to part-
ner with the State and local health de-
partments to improve surveillance of 
suicide attempts and other incidences 
of self-harm. Current data collection 
efforts regarding suicide are often 
years after the fact, which limits the 
ability of State and local health de-
partments, as well as community orga-
nizations, to recognize trends early and 
intervene. This new effort would en-
hance data collection and sharing, as 
appropriate, in real time to help save 
lives. 

Recognizing that emergency 
healthcare providers are at the 
frontlines of responding to suicide at-
tempts, this bill would authorize fund-
ing for a grant program within the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration, SAMHSA, to 
fund suicide prevention programs in 
emergency departments, ED, to better 
train staff in suicide prevention strate-
gies, screen at-risk patients, and refer 
patients to appropriate followup care. 
The legislation would also require 
SAMHSA to develop best practices for 
such programs, so that healthcare pro-
viders are able to provide their pa-
tients with the best possible care and 
advice. Approximately 37 percent of in-
dividuals without a previous history of 
mental health or substance abuse who 
die by suicide make an ED visit within 
the year before their death. According 
to the Suicide Prevention Resource 
Center, the risk of suicide is greatest 
within a month of discharge from the 
hospital. 

In 2017, 47,173 Americans lost their 
lives to suicide. That same year, there 
were 1.4 million suicide attempts. We 
must renew our efforts on suicide pre-
vention. In 2004, working with my col-
league Senator GORDON SMITH of Or-
egon, we authored the Garrett Lee 
Smith Memorial Act. This law author-
ized new youth suicide prevention pro-
grams in honor of Senator SMITH’s, 
son, who tragically died by suicide just 
a couple of weeks short of his 22nd 
birthday. For over a decade, these pro-
grams have funded college campus, 
State, and Tribal efforts to prevent sui-
cide among our youth and young adult 
populations, who are particularly at 
risk of suicide. During this time, youth 
suicide rates have decreased signifi-
cantly in my home State of Rhode Is-
land, however, nationwide, suicide 
rates have skyrocketed over the last 
decade. That is why we must renew our 
attention and focus on suicide preven-
tion, including by increasing funding 
for and access to the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline. This effort is crit-
ical to ensuring that when people in 
crisis call looking for help, someone 
will be there on the other end of the 
line to offer hope and counseling. I 
have also worked with my colleagues 
Senators GARDNER, BALDWIN, and 
MORAN on legislation to designate the 
Lifeline as an easy to remember, 3- 
digit number, 9-8-8. This common sense 
legislation would make it easier for 
people across the country to access the 
Lifeline when they really need it. I am 
glad the Federal Communications 
Commission, FCC, taking steps to 
make the 9-8-8 number a reality, which 
makes increasing funding for the Life-
line all the more vital. 

I am pleased to have the opportunity 
to partner with Senator KENNEDY once 
again by introducing the Suicide Pre-
vention Act today. I look forward to 
working together with our other spon-
sors and colleagues, as well as stake-
holders supporting these efforts, to 
pass this critical legislation. 
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