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Since he joined, Mr. LaValley has proven to 

be an instrumental member of the Bangor Vol-
unteer Fire Department. He has served in nu-
merous roles for the department, including 
membership on the board of directors, safety 
officer, and multiple assistant chief positions. 
Lawrence is the current vice-president of the 
department; his son, Larry, is the current 
Chief; and his grandson, Justin, is the Third 
Assistant Chief. Throughout his 50 years of 
service, Lawrence has demonstrated a superb 
work ethic and a commitment to being an out-
standing firefighter. Lawrence has been 
among the top five responders in the depart-
ment for several years running. He has also 
demonstrated a commitment to his community 
outside the department serving as Town Jus-
tice and on the Bangor Republican Com-
mittee. 

Lawrence LaValley devoted 50 years of his 
life to fire protection, and is an exemplary 
member of his community. On behalf of New 
York’s 21st District, I would like to thank Fire-
fighter LaValley for a lifetime of service and 
dedication to keeping Bangor and the sur-
rounding communities safe. 
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HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE UNITED HOUSE OF 
PRAYER FOR ALL PEOPLE 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 16, 2020 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the United House of Pray-
er for All People as the church celebrates its 
100th year anniversary. The United House of 
Prayer for All People was founded by Bishop 
Charles Manuel Grace in 1919 in West 
Wareham, MA. The church is now 
headquartered in the District of Columbia and 
has 137 places of worship in 27 states. 

Bishop Charles Manuel Grace’s vision for 
the United House of Prayer for All People was 
for it to be a place of worship that also ad-
dressed the critical needs of communities 
devasted by social and economic injustice. 
The impact of the church can be seen through 
community development, enterprise, and im-
proved housing throughout the United States. 
United House of Prayer has developed thou-
sands of multi-family and single-family homes 
while maintaining affordability in neighbor-
hoods across the country. 

The church has also made a major impact 
on education. The late Bishop Walter 
McCollough, the church’s second leader, 
founded the McCollough Scholarship College 
Fund to afford young people the opportunity to 
pursue their dreams of higher education. The 
late Bishop S.C. Madison established the St. 
Lady D. Scholastic Achievement program to 
reward grade school students for maintaining 
good citizenship and honor roll achievement. 

The United House of Prayer continues to be 
an extraordinary force in serving the needs of 
the less fortunate and impoverished citizens 
across this country. I am fortunate to rep-
resent several House of Prayer congregations 
in Virginia’s third congressional district. The 
House of Prayer provides youth community 
programs, senior citizen projects, food banks, 
child care, and other community projects. The 
church remains focused on being a place 

where all nations and people, irrespective of 
denomination or creed, can pray and worship 
in spirit and in truth. 

The 100-year celebration of the United 
House of Prayer for All People is not just a 
celebration of bricks and mortar, it is a cele-
bration of faith, unity, and dynamic leadership. 

Madam Speaker, the United House of Pray-
er for All People, under the current leadership 
of Bishop C.M. Bailey, has never sought pub-
lic recognition for their hard work and dedica-
tion to the community. Bishop Bailey and the 
church have dedicated their lives to the ad-
vancement, growth, and success of commu-
nities throughout the country. I congratulate 
them on their 100th anniversary and I am ex-
cited to see the positive contributions they will 
continue to make in the years ahead. 
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AZERBAIJAN—BLACK JANUARY 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 16, 2020 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Madam Speaker, this 
month, our friend and ally, the Republic of 
Azerbaijan marks the 30th anniversary of 
‘‘Black January.’’ This time period symbolizes 
the beginning of the end of Soviet rule over 
Azerbaijan, an occupation that existed for 
much of the 20th Century. Violent conflict 
erupted in Azerbaijan’s capital city of Baku on 
January 19–20, 1990 when Soviet troops 
killed over 100 Azeri demonstrators and 
wounded another 700. 

In stark contrast to the violence of the So-
viet military, the people of Azerbaijan contin-
ued their peaceful protests until declaring 
independence from the U.S.S.R. on October 
18, 1991. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in com-
memorating the events of Black January in 
Azerbaijan and honoring those who lost their 
lives in pursuit of freedom. The United States 
continues to stand with our ally and partner. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHIEF RODOLFO 
KARISCH 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 16, 2020 

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the public service of Chief Rodolfo 
Karisch as he celebrates his retirement after 
30 years with the U.S. Border Patrol. 

Chief Karisch retires after having served 
with distinction as the Chief Patrol Agent of 
the Rio Grande Valley Sector and Commander 
of the South Texas Corridor. Prior to his selec-
tion as Chief Patrol Agent of the Rio Grande 
Valley Sector, Rodolfo Karisch served as 
Chief of the Tucson and Del Rio Sectors. He 
also served as Acting Assistant Commissioner 
of the Office of Professional Responsibility. 
Throughout his extensive career, Chief 
Karisch has consistently embodied the Border 
Patrol’s motto of ‘‘Honor First’’. 

Chief Karisch was a friend of mine and a 
steady, guiding light to his institution through-
out his service. His career was dedicated to 
the best interests of the community and the 

country, and he worked tirelessly to protect 
our border, the town of El Paso, and his com-
munity. 

I thank Chief Karisch for three decades of 
dedicated service and wish him many happy 
memories with his family and loved ones dur-
ing his retirement. It is often said that a retire-
ment is an ending, but retirement is also a 
well-deserved beginning to new adventures 
and opportunities. I wish him and his family all 
the best in the future. 

Madam Speaker, I am happy to recognize 
the legacy of Chief Rodolfo Karisch. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE GRAND 
RE-OPENING OF THE MICHIGAN 
UNION 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 16, 2020 

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the grand re-opening of the 
Michigan Union. 

The Michigan Union is a cornerstone of the 
University of Michigan. Opened in 1919, the 
Michigan Union is one of the oldest college 
unions in the country. For nearly a century, 
the Michigan Union has given students, fac-
ulty, and members of the Ann Arbor commu-
nity a space to gather, study, and socialize. 
Throughout the years, the Michigan Union has 
undergone a great deal of transformation and 
witnessed some of our nation’s greatest histor-
ical moments. On the morning of October 14, 
1960, Democratic presidential nominee John 
F. Kennedy gave an impromptu speech that 
laid the groundwork for the Peace Corps. 
Later, during a visit to the University of Michi-
gan, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. joined students 
in the Michigan Union to discuss his thoughts 
on discrimination and the future of integration 
in America. To carry on this impactful legacy 
and adapt to meet the needs of 21st century 
students, the Michigan Union closed in May 
2018 to undergo an $85.2 million renovation. 

Today, we celebrate the Michigan Union as 
it opens its doors once again. While maintain-
ing the architectural integrity of the 1919 origi-
nal structure, Michigan Union has vastly re-
modeled internal features. Aside from tech-
nology upgrades and infrastructure renewals, 
the Michigan Union now includes expanded 
lounge and study rooms, a revolutionary idea 
hub, an enclosed courtyard, collaborative 
spaces, and a host of different food vendors. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me today in celebrating the grand re-opening 
of the Michigan Union. Through the historical 
renovation, the Michigan Union will continue to 
be an iconic symbol of the University of Michi-
gan for generations to come. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 16, 2020 

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, for per-
sonal reasons, I was unable to attend votes. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
NAY on Roll Call No. 18—H. Res. 798 on 
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