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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CUELLAR).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 16, 2020.

I hereby appoint the Honorable HENRY
CUELLAR to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Gracious and merciful God, we give
You thanks for giving us another day.

The House prepares to recess for a
week of constituent visitation in home
districts as the Nation anticipates the
Martin Luther King long weekend.

As we remember the heroic struggle
of the civil rights movement, the
“badges and incidents of slavery’ have
perdured through policies still opera-
tive today, though recently being ad-
dressed through efforts at criminal jus-
tice reform and sentencing reform.

The pains of racism, like a national
genetic defect, plague us still, though
s0 many wish it were not so. Lord, have
mercy on us.

Bless those who have been elected to
secure laws protecting and expanding
our cherished freedoms with the wis-
dom and vision to root out all traces of
involuntary servitude in our Nation,
most notably in human trafficking in
our own time, so might we be able to
declare with pride we are the land of
the free.

May we, as Americans, do our part to
find the image and likeness of God in
those of different race or ancestral
country of origin.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.
Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. COX of California. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. COX of California. Mr. Speaker, I
object to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. CHABOT led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests

for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

HONORING RAYMOND LERMA

(Mr. COX of California asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. COX of California. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in honor of Raymond Lerma,
a beloved husband, father, and leader
in the community of Corcoran, Cali-
fornia. Ray passed away on January 11.

Among his many honored roles in
life, Ray served 25 years as mayor and
councilman in Corcoran, California. He
was a pillar of the community.

Ray was born in El Paso, Texas, and
raised in Corcoran in a large and loving
family that proudly farmed the crops
of the Central Valley. Encouraged by
his parents to reach for higher edu-
cation, Mr. Lerma graduated from UC
Berkeley. He was a proud Cal Bear.

After college, Ray returned to the
community that raised him to build his
own family with his beloved wife, Lola.
He touched countless lives in his 38
years as an educator at Corcoran High.

After retirement, he kept changing
lives, teaching English as a second lan-
guage to adult learners. Ray also
served as a longtime board member of
the King’s Community Action Organi-
zation, which helps to bring resources
to the Central Valley.

Ray once said he wanted to be re-
membered as someone who made a dif-
ference in his community. I stand be-
fore you today to say he will always be
remembered for his dedication and con-
tributions to his community. We will
miss his leadership.

Ray leaves behind his wife, Lola;
their three children, Eva, Ramon, and
Pablo; as well as his grandchildren.

May he rest in peace.
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