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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 17, 2020

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, due to
a family medical emergency, | was unable to
be in Washington for the week of January 13.
Had | been present, | would have voted YEA
on Roll Call No. 19, YEA on Roll Call No. 20,
NAY on Roll Call No. 21 and NAY on Roll Call
No. 22.

———

TRIBUTE TO HAMILTON COUNTY
COMMISSIONER STEVEN
DILLINGER

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 17, 2020

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor the career and achieve-
ments of Hamilton County Commissioner Ste-
ven Dillinger. A longtime dedicated public
servant, Steve has had a significant impact on
the City of Noblesville and entirety of Hamilton
County, and Central Indiana. Having served
as a Hamilton County Commissioner for over
30 years, he has amassed a record of service
to his county that will have a positive impact
for decades to come.

A graduate of Noblesville High School,
where he was a star athlete in football, bas-
ketball, baseball, and track for the Millers,
Steve has continued to promote the lessons of
teamwork, planning, and preparation that ath-
letics helped instill in him at a young age. In
his roles as the President of the Executive
Board of the Noblesville Elementary Football
League since 1990, and former longtime
Coach of the Noblesville Grinders football
team, Steve helped shape many generations
of Hamilton County youth through participation
in football.

Steve has been tuned in to the needs of his
fellow citizens for many decades. His first
elected office was a seat on the Noblesville
City Council from 1980 to 1984. He subse-
quently served on the Noblesville Plan Com-
mission in 1981. Steve is also an exemplary
leader in the Hamilton County Republican
Party, serving as a Precinct Committeeman
from 1986 to the present.

In 1985, Steve was elected to the Hamilton
County Council, serving as the governing
body’s President in 1988. After his time on the
Hamilton County Council, Steve was elected
to a seat as one of three Hamilton County
Commissioners in 1989, representing the cit-
ies of Fishers and Noblesville as well as both
Delaware and Noblesville Townships. Having
found a true passion and adeptness for serv-
ing the constituents of Hamilton County, Steve
has been continually victorious in both primary
and general elections for one of the Hamilton
County Commissioner seats for over thirty
years. During nine of his thirty years, he has
served as the President of the Hamilton Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners.

Throughout his time as a Commissioner,
Hamilton County has undergone vast
changes. The population has exploded over
400 percent, from 82,000 citizens in the
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1980’s to a population of over 300,000 citizens
in 2020. Steve has been an integral part of the
planning of the county, having been involved
in county-wide zoning updates that paved the
way for massive growth within Hamilton Coun-
ty. Along with fellow Hamilton County leaders,
Steve was a vital part of county initiatives that
helped to foster increased development on
146th Street and 236th Street, transforming
them into the major thoroughfares they are
today. Steve was also deeply involved in the
development and funding for the State Road
37 Thoroughfare Plan, and the effort to pave
over 800 miles of roads in Hamilton County.

During his time of service, the Hamilton
County Board of Commissioners has overseen
the construction of many new buildings for
various county services including the Hamilton
County Judicial & Government Center, the
Hamilton County Highway Department, the
Hamilton County Corrections Facility, the
Hamilton County Health Department, and the
new Humane Society facility. Steve was also
involved in the major additions that have been
made to the county-owned Riverview Health
Hospital, including the new campus in West-
field.

Throughout his tenure, Steve has also been
involved in many of the county’s quality of life
initiatives including the effort to locate an Ivy
Tech Community College Campus in
Noblesville, as well as adding 1,000 acres of
land to the Hamilton County Parks. Steve'’s
service to the county includes service on the
Hamilton County Plan Commission, the Ham-
ilton County Drainage Board, the Hamilton
County Board of Finance, and the Hamilton
County Solid Waste Board. Noting his many
years of service to community, Steve was cho-
sen in 2000 to be the Hamilton County ap-
pointee to the Indianapolis Airport Authority
Board. During his time on the board, a new
national award-winning Indianapolis Inter-
national Airport was built, and has been voted
the Best Airport in North America year after
year.

With a public service career that has
stretched over four decades, during a time of
great progress for Hamilton County, it's no
surprise that Steve was honored by the Indi-
ana Association of County Commissioners as
the Outstanding County Commissioner of
2019. In addition to this honor Steve has on
five occasions been honored by the Indiana
Association of Counties with their Outstanding
County Achievement Award. Three times he
received the organization’s Government Co-
operation Achievement Award. As the longest
current serving County Commissioner in the
State of Indiana his track record of unparal-
leled service to the citizens of Hamilton Coun-
ty speaks for itself.

During my time in Congress, | have had the
pleasure of working with many capable and
dedicated community leaders, however very
few community leaders have given more of
their time and talent to their communities than
my friend Steve. His decades of leadership
are a testament to his desire to create a better
community for his fellow citizens. It is with
great honor that | commend my friend on his
amazing career and all the important work he
has done and will continue to do on behalf of
the citizens of Hamilton County.

January 17, 2020

RECOGNIZING THE ROTARY CLUB
OF BOCA RATON’S OPAL AWARD
HONOREES JERRY KRAMER

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 17, 2020

Mr. DEUTCH. Madam Speaker, | am hon-
ored to rise today in recognition of the impor-
tant work done by the Rotary Club of Boca
Raton and to congratulate a recipient of their
Outstanding People and Leaders (OPAL)
awards, Jerry Kramer.

Jerry has lived a life of service to his coun-
try and community. He served in the army in
Okinawa and Korea, where he was awarded
the Bronze Star and Purple Heart for bravery
in combat. After returning home, Jerry built
successful home-building companies, building
200 homes per year, from scratch on Long Is-
land. This experience in construction allowed
him to build and donate a 20,000 square foot
facility for the Association for Children with
Learning Disabilities. Currently, Jerry makes
substantial donations to local and national
non-profit organizations each year.

Through his philanthropy and service, Jerry
Kramer has touched countless lives and made
a lasting impact on our South Florida commu-
nity. The work he does and the time he has
put in is truly deserving of this award.

| extend my most sincere congratulations to
Jerry and all of tonight's honorees. As we
begin this new year, | am confident that the
Rotary Club of Boca Raton will continue to be
a cherished institution in South Florida that
betters our community. | greatly appreciate the
Club’s work and am pleased to honor their
OPAL and Lifetime Legacy Award honorees.

———

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
SGT. DARON WYATT

HON. J. LUIS CORREA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 17, 2020

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the robust career and retirement of
Sergeant Daron Wyatt. Sgt. Wyatt served over
33 years in law enforcement, the last 1172
with the Anaheim PD.

In 1986, Sgt. Wyatt began his public service
career with the Tustin PD. After a successful
tenure with the Tustin PD, Sgt. Wyatt contin-
ued his career working for the Santa Ana Uni-
fied School District PD, Imperial PD, Placentia
PD, and later Anaheim PD.

While working for the Placentia PD in 1997,
Sgt. Wyatt was assigned the Cathy Torrez
Homicide Cold Case in 1994. Sgt. Wyatt
worked the case for 10 years before con-
vincing the DA’s Office to prosecute. The case
had been rejected by three different prosecu-
tors and a memo from the Orange County
Sheriffs Office opined the case would never
be solved. The suspects were convicted in
2015.

In 2011, Sgt. Wyatt was assigned as the
lead detective on the Orange County Home-
less Homicides Investigative Task Force. He
obtained confessions from ltzcoatl Ocampo to
the commission of six murders in Anaheim,
Placentia, and Yorba Linda between October
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