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The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Friday, January 24, 2020, at 2 p.m.

The Senate met at 1:02 p.m. and was
called to order by the Chief Justice of
the United States.

———

TRIAL OF DONALD J. TRUMP,
PRESIDENT OF THE TUNITED
STATES

The CHIEF JUSTICE. The Senate
will convene as a Court of Impeach-
ment.

The Chaplain will offer a prayer.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty God, our rock of ages, be
omnipresent during this impeachment
trial, providing our Senators with the
assuring awareness of Your powerful
involvement. May they strive to have a
clear conscience in whatever they do
for You and country. Lord, help them
remember that listening is often more
than hearing. It can be an empathetic
attentiveness that builds bridges and
unites. May our Senators not permit
fatigue or cynicism to jeopardize
friendships that have existed for years.
At every decision point throughout
this trial, may they ask, which choice
will bring God the greater glory?

We pray in Your mighty Name.
Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Chief Justice led the Pledge of
Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
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lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

THE JOURNAL

The CHIEF JUSTICE. Senators will
please be seated.

If there is no objection, the Journal
of proceedings of the trial are approved
to date.

The Sergeant at Arms will make the
proclamation.

The Sergeant at Arms, Michael C.
Stenger, made proclamation as follows:

Hear ye! Hear ye! Hear ye! All persons are
commanded to keep silence, on pain of im-
prisonment, while the Senate of the United
States is sitting for the trial of the articles
of impeachment exhibited by the House of
Representatives against Donald John Trump,
President of the United States.

The CHIEF JUSTICE. The majority
leader is recognized.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. Chief Justice,
it is my understanding the schedule
today will be similar to yesterday’s
proceedings. We will plan to take short
breaks every 2 or 3 hours and will ac-
commodate a 30-minute recess for din-
ner, assuming that is needed.

The CHIEF JUSTICE. Pursuant to
the provisions of S. Res. 483, the man-
agers of the House of Representatives
have 16 hours and 42 minutes remain-
ing to make the presentation of their
case.

The Senate will now hear you.

The Presiding Officer recognizes Mr.
Manager SCHIFF to continue the pres-
entation of the case for the House of
Representatives.

OPENING STATEMENT—CONTINUED

Mr. Manager SCHIFF. Mr. Chief Jus-
tice, I thank you, and I thank the Sen-
ators for 2 now very long days. We are
greatly appreciative of Chief Justice,
knowing that, prior to your arrival in
the Chamber each day, you have a lot
of work at the Court, necessitating our
beginning in the afternoon and going
into the evening.

I also want to, again, take this op-
portunity to thank the Senators for
their long and considerable attention
over the course of the last 2 days. I am
not sure the Chief Justice is fully
aware of just how rare it is, how ex-
traordinary it is, for the House Mem-
bers to be able to command the atten-
tion of Senators sitting silently for
hours—or even for minutes, for that
matter. Of course, it doesn’t hurt that
the morning starts out every day with
the Sergeant at Arms warning you
that, if you don’t, you will be impris-
oned. It is our hope that, when the trial
concludes and you have heard us and
you have heard the President’s counsel
over a series of long days, that you
don’t choose imprisonment instead of
anything further.

Two days ago we made the case for
documents and for witnesses in the
trial. Yesterday we walked through the
chronology, the factual chronology, at
some length.

Today we will go through article I,
the constitutional underpinnings of
abuse of power, and apply the facts of
the President’s scheme to the law and
Constitution. Here I must ask you for
some forbearance. Of necessity, there
will be some repetition of information
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