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HONORING DALTON SCOTT RIPLEY

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 28, 2020

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker,
| proudly pause to recognize Dalton Scott Rip-
ley. Dalton is a very special young man who
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 120, and
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle
Scout.

Dalton has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Dalton has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Dal-
ton has contributed to his community through
his Eagle Scout project. Dalton raised the
funds and placed a granite bench in the Vet-
erans Memorial Plaza at the Livingston County
Courthouse.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Dalton Scott Ripley for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

ADVANCING RESEARCH TO
PREVENT SUICIDE ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 27, 2020

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise
in support of H.R. 4704, which advances the
knowledge and understanding of issues that
may be associated with several aspects of sui-
cide, including intrinsic and extrinsic factors re-
lated to wellbeing, resilience, and vulnerability.

The bill directs the National Science Foun-
dation (NSF) to provide for additional multi-
disciplinary research on the science of suicide.

The fundamental research done by the NSF
includes but is not limited to basic under-
standing of human social behavior, the neutral
basis of human cognition, the basic under-
standing of cognitive, linguistic, social, cultural
and biological processes related to human de-
velopment across the lifespan, the basic un-
derstanding of perceptual, motor, and cog-
nitive process, and their interaction in typical
human behavior; and the basic understanding
of the relevance of drug and alcohol abuse.

The rate of Americans dying by suicide is
on the rise, increasing from 10.7 to 14 deaths
per 100,000 people from 2001 to 2017.

In the UK, the rate of death by suicide per
100,000 people is 11.2, in Canada, 11.3, and
in Japan, 14.3.

In 2019, the number of deaths per 100,000
people by suicide in Texas was 13.8, which is
relatively high compared to the national high
of 14.

Suicide among seniors over the age of 85 in
Texas is the highest, with a rate of 19.2
deaths per 100,000 people.

In 2017, there were an estimated 1.4 million
suicide attempts and more than 47,000 deaths
by suicide nationwide.
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Currently, suicide is the tenth-leading cause
of death among people in the United States
and the second-leading cause of death for
young people between the ages of 15 and 34.

Societal costs including lifetime medical
care and lost work costs associated with sui-
cide are estimated at $70 billion.

Ninety percent of all people who died by
suicide in Harris County were suffering from a
mental illness at the time, most often depres-
sion.

The NSF funds will support research that
can improve our basic understanding of fac-
tors with potential relevance to suicide, includ-
ing prevention and treatment.

The rate of suicide is far too high in the
United States and we must be more aware of
the issue in order to take preventative action.

| ask my colleagues from both sides of the
aisle to join me in voting in support of H.R.
4704.

RECOGNIZING DR. THERESA
FLOYD, PH.D.

HON. BILL POSEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 28, 2020

Mr. POSEY. Madam Speaker, in honor of
Black History Month, | rise today in recognition
of Dr. Theresa Floyd, an African American
Pioneer and outstanding constituent, who has
devoted her life to promoting the importance
of faith, family and community in our district.

As an educator, mentor, dedicated volun-
teer, wife of 54 years, and a mom to seven
kids, Dr. Floyd has worn many important hats
in our community. Her strong faith-based foun-
dation can be attributed to her time at Jack-
sonville Theological Seminary, where she
earned her Bachelor's, Master's and Doctoral
degrees. During her education, she served as
a role model and counselor for many students
who went on to graduate and give back to our
community.

Dr. Floyd founded the New Hope Pente-
costal Church in Orange Park Florida, where
she served the church in many capacities
such as Executive Administrator, Board Mem-
ber, Evangelist, Deaconess and even Choir
Director. Her leadership in Orange Park was
well regarded by her peers, eventually serving
as a town councilmember, school counselor,
teacher, and canvassing board member. Ulti-
mately, she and her family were recognized as
the Most Outstanding Black Family in the
Town of Orange Park.

Currently Dr. Floyd acts as Pastor and Chief
Executive of Faith and Deliverance Ministry in
Vero Beach. In her role, she provides
mentorship and guidance to those suffering
from addiction, and helps those who need
food and shelter. A true humanitarian, she is
always putting others before herself.

The contributions that Dr. Floyd has made
to Indian River County are immeasurable and
will be felt for generations to come. We are
grateful to her for her spiritual works and un-
wavering altruism, that have made the Treas-
ure Coast a better place for all families to
enjoy.

On Tuesday, February 18th, 2020, the In-
dian River County Board of Commissioners
will honor Dr. Floyd’s service to our commu-
nity in celebration of Black History Month. The
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Board is dedicated to celebrating African
American pioneers in the community such as
Dr. Floyd, who have paved the way for future
generations.

| ask my colleagues of the U.S. House of
Representatives to join me in recognizing Dr.
Floyd’s service to residents and families
across our district, and her continued devotion
to making our community a better place.

——
HONORING CITY OF COACHELLA
FIRE DEPARTMENT CAPTAIN

MARCOS MACHUCA

HON. RAUL RUIZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 28, 2020

Mr. RUIZ. Madam Speaker, | rise to honor
my constituent, City of Coachella Fire Depart-
ment Captain Marcos Machuca, for his years
of service to California’s 36th Congressional
District. After 42 years of exceptional service
to our communities, Captain Machuca retired
on November 30, 2019.

Captain Machuca fulfiled his childhood
dream to serve his community when he joined
the City of Coachella Fire Department in 1977.
Over his decades’ long career, he accumu-
lated a wealth of leadership experience and
made a difference in the lives of our friends,
families, and neighbors.

Every day, Captain Machuca answered the
call to defend our community. For example,
when a semi-tractor caught fire in Oasis, he
rescued the driver from his truck before it en-
gulfed in flames. This is just one instance of
how Captain Machuca’s bravery saved a life
and prevented tragedy.

Captain Machuca is more than a coura-
geous first responder—he is also a skilled ed-
ucator. As Fire Captain, he has instilled valu-
able lessons in the young firefighters he
mentored, and he played a key role in growing
Coachella’s volunteer force.

As a two-time recipient of the Firefighter of
the Year award, Captain Machuca exemplifies
the qualities of our community’s firefighters
who work tirelessly to keep us safe. His self-
lessness, courage, and dedication to public
service are inspiring, and his legacy will be felt
in Coachella for years to come.

On behalf of our entire community, | thank
Captain Machuca for his exceptional service
and congratulate him on his well-deserved re-
tirement.

HONORING ABRAM STUART
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 28, 2020

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker,
| proudly pause to recognize Abram Stuart.
Abram is a very special young man who has
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship
and leadership by taking an active part in the
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 135, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Abram has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Abram has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
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