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Stat. 227) established the United States Ad-
visory Council on Human Trafficking to pro-
vide a formal platform for survivors of
human trafficking to advise and make rec-
ommendations on Federal anti-trafficking
policies to the Interagency Task Force to
Monitor and Combat Trafficking established
by the President;

Whereas the Department of Defense, the
General Services Administration, and the
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion issued a final rule (80 Fed. Reg. 4967) to
implement Executive Order 13627, entitled
‘“Strengthening Protections Against Traf-
ficking in Persons in Federal Contracts’,
that clarifies the policy of the United States
on combating trafficking in persons as out-
lined in the Federal Acquisition Regulation
by strengthening the prohibition on contrac-
tors from charging employee recruitment
fees;

Whereas, although such laws and regula-
tions are currently in force, it is essential to
increase public awareness, particularly
among individuals who are most likely to
come into contact with victims of human
trafficking and modern slavery, regarding
conditions and dynamics of human traf-
ficking and modern slavery precisely because
traffickers use techniques that are designed
to severely limit self-reporting and evade
law enforcement;

Whereas January 1 is the anniversary of
the effective date of the Emancipation Proc-
lamation;

Whereas February 1 is—

(1) the anniversary of the date on which
President Abraham Lincoln signed the joint
resolution sending the 13th Amendment to
the Constitution of the United States to the
States for ratification to forever declare,
“Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude

. shall exist within the United States, or
any place subject to their jurisdiction’; and

(2) a date that has long been celebrated as
National Freedom Day, as described in sec-
tion 124 of title 36, United States Code; and

Whereas, under the authority of Congress
to enforce the 13th Amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States ‘‘by appro-
priate legislation’, Congress, through the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000
(22 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), updated the post-Civil
War involuntary servitude and slavery stat-
utes and adopted an approach of victim pro-
tection, vigorous prosecution, and preven-
tion of human trafficking, commonly known
as the “3P”’ approach: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate supports—

(1) observing National Trafficking and
Modern Slavery Prevention Month during
the period beginning on January 1, 2020, and
ending on February 1, 2020, to recognize the
vital role that the people of the United
States have in ending human trafficking and
modern slavery;

(2) marking the observation of National
Trafficking and Modern Slavery Prevention
Month with appropriate programs and activi-
ties, culminating in the observance on Feb-
ruary 1, 2020, of National Freedom Day, as
described in section 124 of title 36, United
States Code;

(3) urging continued partnerships with
Federal, State, and local agencies, as well as
social service providers and nonprofit orga-
nizations to address human trafficking with
a collaborative, victim-centered approach;
and

(4) all other efforts to prevent, eradicate,
and raise awareness of, and opposition to,
human trafficking and modern slavery.
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SENATE RESOLUTION  487—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF COUNTERING INTER-
NATIONAL PARENTAL CHILD AB-
DUCTION MONTH AND EXPRESS-
ING THE SENSE OF THE SENATE
THAT CONGRESS SHOULD RAISE
AWARENESS OF THE HARM
CAUSED BY INTERNATIONAL PA-
RENTAL CHILD ABDUCTION

Mr. TILLIS (for himself, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. CRAPO, Ms. HARRIS,
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. CORNYN,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr. MARKEY) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:

S. REs. 487

Whereas thousands of children in the
United States have been abducted from the
United States by parents, separating those
children from their parents who remain in
the United States;

Whereas it is illegal under section 1204 of
title 18, United States Code, to remove, or
attempt to remove, a child from the United
States or retain a child (who has been in the
United States) outside of the United States
with the intent to obstruct the lawful exer-
cise of parental rights;

Whereas more than 11,500 children were re-
ported abducted from the United States be-
tween 2008 and 2018;

Whereas, during 2018, 1 or more cases of
international parental child abduction in-
volving children who are citizens of the
United States were identified in 107 coun-
tries around the world;

Whereas the United States is a party to the
Convention on the Civil Aspects of Inter-
national Child Abduction, done at The
Hague, October 25, 1980 (TIAS 11670) (referred
to in this preamble as the ‘‘Hague Conven-
tion on Abduction’’), which—

(1) supports the prompt return of wrongly
removed or retained children; and

(2) calls for all participating parties to re-
spect parental custody rights;

Whereas the majority of children who were
abducted from the United States have yet to
be reunited with their custodial parents;

Whereas, during 2018, Argentina, Brazil,
Ecuador, Egypt, India, Jordan, Lebanon,
Peru, and the United Arab Emirates were
identified under the Sean and David Gold-
man International Child Abduction Preven-
tion and Return Act of 2014 (22 U.S.C. 9101 et
seq.) as engaging in a pattern of noncompli-
ance (as defined in section 3 of that Act (22
U.S.C. 9101));

Whereas the Supreme Court of the United
States has recognized that family abduc-
tion—

(1) is a form of child abuse with potentially
‘‘devastating consequences for a child”,
which may include negative impacts on the
physical and mental well-being of the child;
and

(2) can cause a child to ‘‘experience a loss
of community and stability, leading to lone-
liness, anger, and fear of abandonment’’;

Whereas, according to the 2010 Report on
Compliance with the Hague Convention on
the Civil Aspects of International Child Ab-
duction by the Department of State, re-
search shows that an abducted child is at
risk of significant short- and long-term prob-
lems, including ‘‘anxiety, eating problems,
nightmares, mood swings, sleep disturb-
ances, [and] aggressive behavior’’;

Whereas international parental child ab-
duction has devastating emotional con-
sequences for the child and for the parent
from whom the child is separated;
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Whereas the United States has a history of
promoting child welfare through institutions
including—

(1) in the Department of Health and
Human Services, the Children’s Bureau of
the Administration for Children and Fami-
lies; and

(2) in the Department of State, the Office
of Children’s Issues of the Bureau of Con-
sular Affairs;

Whereas Congress has signaled a commit-
ment to ending international parental child
abduction by enacting the International
Child Abduction Remedies Act (22 U.S.C. 9001
et seq.), the International Parental Kidnap-
ping Crime Act of 1993 (Public Law 103-173),
which enacted section 1204 of title 18, United
States Code, and the Sean and David Gold-
man International Child Abduction Preven-
tion and Return Act of 2014 (22 U.S.C. 9101 et
sedq.);

Whereas the Senate adopted Senate Reso-
lution 543, 112th Congress, on December 4,
2012, condemning the international abduc-
tion of children;

Whereas the Senate adopted Senate Reso-
lution 431, 115th Congress, on April 19, 2018,
to raise awareness of, and opposition to,
international parental child abduction;

Whereas all 50 States and the District of
Columbia have enacted laws criminalizing
parental kidnapping;

Whereas, in 2018, the Prevention Branch of
the Office of Children’s Issues of the Depart-
ment of State—

(1) fielded more than 5,200 inquiries from
the general public relating to preventing a
child from being removed from the United
States; and

(2) enrolled more than 4,700 children in the
Children’s Passport Issuance Alert Program,
which—

(A) is one of the most important tools of
the Department of State for preventing
international parental child abductions;
and

(B) allows the Office of Children’s Issues
to contact the enrolling parent or legal
guardian to verify whether the parental
consent requirement has been met when a
passport application has been submitted
for an enrolled child;

Whereas the Department of State cannot
track the ultimate destination of a child
through the use of the passport of the child
issued by the Department of State if the
child is transported to a third country after
departing from the United States;

Whereas a child who is a citizen of the
United States may have another nationality
and may travel using a passport issued by
another country, which—

(1) increases the difficulty in determining
the whereabouts of the child; and

(2) makes efforts to prevent abductions
more critical;

Whereas, during 2018, 232 children were re-
turned to the United States and an addi-
tional 174 cases were resolved in other ways;
and

Whereas, in 2018, the Department of Home-
land Security, in coordination with the Pre-
vention Branch of the Office of Children’s
Issues of the Department of State, enrolled
236 children in a program aimed at pre-
venting international parental child abduc-
tion: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes and observes ‘‘Countering
International Parental Child Abduction
Month” during the period beginning on April
1, 2020, and ending on April 30, 2020, to raise
awareness of, and opposition to, inter-
national parental child abduction; and
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(2) urges the United States to continue
playing a leadership role in raising aware-
ness about the devastating impacts of inter-
national parental child abduction by edu-
cating the public about the negative emo-
tional, psychological, and physical con-
sequences to children and parents victimized
by international parental child abduction.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION  35—PROVIDING FOR A
JOINT HEARING OF THE COM-
MITTEE ON THE BUDGET OF THE
SENATE AND THE COMMITTEE
ON THE BUDGET OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES TO RE-
CEIVE A PRESENTATION FROM
THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF
THE UNITED STATES REGARD-
ING THE AUDITED FINANCIAL
STATEMENT OF THE EXECUTIVE
BRANCH

Ms. SINEMA (for herself, Ms. ERNST,
Ms. ROSEN, and Mr. KING) submitted
the following concurrent resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on the Budget:

S. CoN. RES. 35

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring),
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This resolution may be cited as the ‘‘Fiscal
State of the Nation Resolution”.

SEC. 2. ANNUAL JOINT HEARING OF BUDGET
COMMITTEES TO RECEIVE A PRES-
ENTATION BY THE COMPTROLLER
GENERAL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 45 days
(excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and holi-
days) after the date on which the Secretary
of the Treasury submits to Congress the au-
dited financial statement required under
paragraph (1) of section 331(e) of title 31,
United States Code, on a date agreed upon by
the chairmen of the Budget Committees and
the Comptroller General of the TUnited
States, the chairmen shall conduct a joint
hearing to receive a presentation from the
Comptroller General—

(1) reviewing the findings of the audit re-
quired under paragraph (2) of such section;
and

(2) providing, with respect to the informa-
tion included by the Secretary in the report
accompanying such audited financial state-
ment, an analysis of the financial position
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and condition of the Federal Government, in-
cluding financial measures (such as the net
operating cost, income, budget deficits, or
budget surpluses) and sustainability meas-
ures (such as the long-term fiscal projection
or social insurance projection) described in
such report.

(b) PRESENTATION OF STATEMENT IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH GAO STRATEGIES AND
MEANS.—The Comptroller General of the
United States shall ensure that the presen-
tation at each joint hearing conducted under
subsection (a) is made in accordance with
the Strategies and Means of the Government
Accountability Office, to ensure that the
presentation will provide professional, objec-
tive, fact-based, nonpartisan, nonideological,
fair, and balanced information to the Mem-
bers attending the hearing.

(¢) RULES APPLICABLE TO HEARING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each joint hearing con-
ducted by the chairmen of Budget Commit-
tees under subsection (a) shall be conducted
in accordance with Standing Rules of the
Senate and the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives which apply to such a hearing,
including the provisions requiring hearings
conducted by committees to be open to the
public, including to radio, television, and
still photography coverage.

(2) PERMITTING PARTICIPATION BY SENATORS
AND MEMBERS NOT SERVING ON BUDGET COM-
MITTEES.—Notwithstanding any provision of
the Standing Rules of the Senate or the
Rules of the House of Representatives, any
Senator and any Member of the House of
Representatives (including a Delegate or
Resident Commissioner to the Congress) may
participate in a joint hearing under sub-
section (a) in the same manner and to the
same extent as a Senator or Member of the
House of Representatives who is a member of
either of the Budget Committees.

(d) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘“Budget Committees” means the Committee
on the Budget of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on the Budget of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The requirement
under subsection (a) shall apply with respect
to any audited financial statement under
section 331(e)(1) of title 31, United States
Code, submitted on or after the date of adop-
tion of this resolution.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 1 P.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. Chief Justice,
I ask unanimous consent that the trial
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adjourn until 1 p.m., Wednesday, Janu-
ary 29, and that this order also con-
stitute the adjournment of the Senate.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 2:54 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, January 29, 2020, at 1 p.m.

————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:

FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION

CHARLES A. STONES, OF KANSAS, TO BE A MEMBER OF
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE FEDERAL AGRICUL-
TURAL MORTGAGE CORPORATION, VICE BRUCE J.
SHERRICK.

SECURITIES INVESTOR PROTECTION
CORPORATION

THOMAS M. MISTELE, OF FLORIDA, TO BE A DIRECTOR
OF THE SECURITIES INVESTOR PROTECTION CORPORA-
TION FOR A TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2022, VICE
GREGORY KARAWAN, TERM EXPIRED.

FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

JUDY SHELTON, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE A MEMBER OF
THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE FEDERAL RESERVE
SYSTEM FOR THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF FOURTEEN
YEARS FROM FEBRUARY 1, 2010, VICE JANET L. YELLEN,
RESIGNED.

CHRISTOPHER WALLER, OF MINNESOTA, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE FEDERAL
RESERVE SYSTEM FOR A TERM OF FOURTEEN YEARS
FROM FEBRUARY 1, 2016, VICE SARAH BLOOM RASKIN, RE-
SIGNED.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

FINCH FULTON, OF ALABAMA, TO BE AN ASSISTANT
SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION, VICE CARLOS A.
MONJE, JR.

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

JOHN CHASE JOHNSON, OF OKLAHOMA, TO BE INSPEC-
TOR GENERAL, FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMIS-
SION. (NEW POSITION)

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WILLIAM ELLISON GRAYSON, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC
OF ESTONIA.

UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

JENNY A. MCGEE, OF TEXAS, TO BE AN ASSOCIATE AD-
MINISTRATOR OF THE UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, VICE R. DAVID
HARDEN.

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

JULIE ELIZABETH HOCKER, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE
AN ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF LABOR, VICE KATHLEEN
MARTINEZ, RESIGNED.

UNITED STATES PAROLE COMMISSION

ALMO J. CARTER, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO
BE A COMMISSIONER OF THE UNITED STATES PAROLE
COMMISSION FOR A TERM OF SIX YEARS, VICE CRAN-
STON J. MITCHELL, TERM EXPIRED.
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