
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH708 January 29, 2020 
will seek help from any country in 
which there is corruption that involves 
American high officials. I hope that 
happens. 

But in the meantime, the impeach-
ment proceeding goes on down the hall, 
and it is dividing America. It is bad for 
America. We really need to come to-
gether and stop doing Russia’s handi-
work for them. They want us divided, 
and the people pushing this stuff are 
doing their handiwork for them. I am 
not saying intentionally. They are 
happy to do it to try to hurt Repub-
licans, especially to hurt President 
Trump, but this is serious. It is divid-
ing America. 

Again, my friends across the aisle, I 
love that they are quoting the Found-
ers these days, but we should hang to-
gether or we will most assuredly hang 
separately. We need to hang together 
as a country. We can have our disagree-
ments, but this wanting to criminalize 
disagreements as they have done with 
President Trump’s America First pol-
icy needs to stop. We need to come 
back together and get some things 
done. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

MUSLIM BAN 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Ms. TLAIB) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader. 

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, as part 
of the incredible, large class of mem-
bers of the Congressional Progressive 
Caucus, I am really proud to be here 
helping my colleagues translate a num-
ber of policy positions and issues and 
in being able to translate that into ac-
tion to various policies and to be able 
to express that. 

So this Special Order is very, very 
much an integral part of organizing 
within our caucus, the Congressional 
Progressive Caucus, on what we call 
frontline community issues. So I want 
to thank my colleagues for helping us 
organize today a Special Order hour to 
declare loudly and very clearly to 
every Muslim American and to Mus-
lims around the world that the House 
of Representatives will not stand idly 
by as this administration continues to 
enforce its racist Muslim ban. 

So with that I really rise today to 
send a message to marginalized com-
munities everywhere that through our 
work to repeal the Muslim ban we are 
preventing racist bans from ever hap-
pening again. 

I am so incredibly grateful for Con-
gresswoman CHU’s leadership of the Na-
tional Origin-Based Antidiscrimination 
for Nonimmigrants Act, or what we 
call the NO BAN Act. I thank Con-
gresswoman CHU for her leadership and 
courage to stand up to those who try to 
target folks based on their faith. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. JUDY 
CHU). 

Ms. JUDY CHU of California. Madam 
Speaker, I thank Congresswoman 
TLAIB for putting this Special Order 
hour together. I truly appreciate it, es-
pecially during this very, very signifi-
cant week. 

Monday marked the third anniver-
sary of the Muslim ban. We had a press 
conference on that day. It was incred-
ible to see the Senators and the House 
Members and so many groups of great 
diverse backgrounds all coming to-
gether to say that now is the time to 
pass H.R. 2214, the NO BAN Act. 

The failure of this ban was apparent 
the day it began. I will never forget 
that day in January of 2017, just 3 
years ago, when Donald Trump an-
nounced his first Muslim ban, creating 
chaos and separating families with no 
justification. I was on my way to a 
community event when I received a 
frantic call about 50 Muslims who were 
being detained at LAX for hours with 
no end in sight, despite the fact that 
they had green cards and were legal. 

At that point I decided to drop every-
thing and help in any way I could. I 
rushed over to LAX to advocate for 
these people, and once I arrived I found 
out that indeed there were scores of 
people there with a legal right to be 
here kept for hours with little food and 
blocked from receiving legal advice 
from an attorney. It was outrageous. 

When I pressed Customs and Border 
Protection for answers, they resisted 
and blocked me. I even got them on the 
phone only to have them hang up on 
me. I had never been more disrespected 
as a Member of Congress, but dis-
respect and chaos is what this Muslim 
ban is all about. 

The pain and psychological trauma 
this travel ban has caused are long 
lasting, spouses and fiances being sepa-
rated, weddings, funerals and gradua-
tions have been missed. People have 
not been able to come to take care of 
sick ones. Over 5,000 adopted children 
of U.S. citizens cannot join their fami-
lies. None of these people are a threat 
to the U.S., and we have every way of 
knowing that through our extensive 
vetting process. But they have been 
made victims of this hateful ban none-
theless. 

It just doesn’t have to be this way. 
When the Supreme Court upheld the 
President’s ability to issue these bans, 
the Court also required the administra-
tion to grant waivers to ensure that 
the program had a legitimate national 
security interest. But despite that re-
quirement, the State Department has 
approved only 10 percent of these appli-
cants. That means that the Trump ad-
ministration believes that 90 percent of 
all travelers from these countries are 
threats to our national security, and it 
renders this waiver process virtually 
nonexistent. 

That is outrageous. That is why we 
have to fight back, and that is why last 
spring I introduced the NO BAN Act 
with Senator Chris Coons, which is the 
best way to reclaim Congress’ power 
and stop this ban. 

First, it would repeal all three 
versions of President Trump’s Muslim 
ban, putting an immediate end to this 
family separation. 

Second, it requires a report on the 
total number of waivers that were 
granted and the total number that 
were denied, so we know the truth 
about what has happened. 

Third, our bill says that if a Presi-
dent does want to implement such a 
ban in the future he would actually 
have to prove actual evidence of a 
threat. This ensures in the future no 
individuals are denied entry into the 
U.S. based solely on their religion. 

b 2030 

With the President confirming that 
he now wants to expand this ban to 
even more countries, now is the time 
to act. 

The response to the NO BAN Act has 
been tremendous: 214 Members of Con-
gress have cosponsored the bill in the 
House, and over 480 groups have en-
dorsed it; 39 Members of the Senate are 
cosponsors. 

In September of 2019, the House Judi-
ciary and Foreign Affairs Committees 
held a joint hearing that examined how 
few waivers have been granted to indi-
viduals since the ban was issued, even 
though most people applying for entry 
into the U.S. pose no threat to our 
country. 

Just this week, Chairman NADLER 
announced that the bill will be marked 
up in the Judiciary Committee in 2 
weeks, and Speaker PELOSI announced 
that the NO BAN Act will be brought 
to the floor for a vote. 

This vote cannot happen soon enough 
for people like Ismail Alghazali, who 
will be my guest at the State of the 
Union next week. Ismail is a U.S. cit-
izen who works at a small neighbor-
hood market in New York, and, in 2013, 
he married his wife, Hend, in Yemen. 
Hend applied for a visa to join her hus-
band in the U.S., but before her inter-
view at the U.S. Embassy in Djibouti, 
Trump’s hateful Muslim ban went into 
effect. 

Hend was 8 months pregnant, and her 
pregnancy has been difficult. Doctors 
had discovered she had a heart condi-
tion. Ismail and Hend hoped that that 
meant that they would be granted a 
waiver due to medical reasons. But 
after an interview that lasted just 5 
minutes, Hend was denied a visa and 
left to give birth in Djibouti, while 
Ismail had to return to the U.S. He was 
not able to witness the birth of his first 
child. 

Last year, in April, Hend gave birth 
to another daughter, and Ismail has 
not been able to even meet his daugh-
ter for several months because of the 
ban. Luckily, however, the family has 
now been reunited in the United 
States. 

But too many others are left waiting 
for no reason, other than the Presi-
dent’s prejudice. 

We have every ability to vet people 
like Hend as we have done for years. 
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Leaving families divided by this ban is 
a choice. That is why we need the NO 
BAN Act. It is essential that we take 
away the President’s power to put prej-
udice into policy before more countries 
and more families are impacted by this 
hateful ban. 

Madam Speaker, I thank all my col-
leagues who are here tonight for their 
steadfast support of this bill, and I 
thank Congresswoman TLAIB. 

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, as one 
of its first acts, this White House de-
cided to ban Muslims from entering the 
United States by issuing an executive 
order prohibiting the entry of nation-
als of certain Muslim-majority coun-
tries. 

The people this administration 
banned are not all the same. They rep-
resent a diverse array of countries and 
cultures, including Arab communities, 
Black communities, Southeast Asian 
communities, amongst so many others. 

All around our Nation, especially in 
Michigan’s 13th District strong, we un-
derstand just how dangerous this ad-
ministration’s racist Muslim ban is for 
our families. The Muslim ban fuels 
anti-Muslim violence and discrimina-
tion. It promotes the dangerous myth 
that Muslims are inherently foreign, 
violent, and pose a threat to the United 
States. 

The Muslim ban also harms children. 
In the 2 years since it went into effect, 
countless families have been needlessly 
separated. People have been denied ac-
cess to lifesaving medical treatments. 
Children have been denied their par-
ents, access to their grandparents, and 
family members have missed births, 
deaths, weddings, and funerals for 
loved ones. 

I rise today to say that Muslims and 
Muslim Americans are our friends, our 
neighbors, and our family members— 
and, yes, they are also Members of Con-
gress. 

This White House might not like that 
fact very much, because the racist 
Muslim ban represents the Federal 
Government’s endorsement of an anti- 
Muslim discrimination culture. The 
policy endorses a fear-mongering cam-
paign that only serves to dehumanize 
and divide, and it leads us to question 
if this White House has any plans for 
our country that are not centered on 
hate or greed. 

I am extremely troubled that this 
federally sanctioned discrimination 
has contributed to a significant spike 
in hate crimes against American Mus-
lims and attacks on mosques in Muslim 
communities all across the country. 

That is why, as Members of Congress, 
we must put an end to discrimination 
by passing the NO BAN Act. We have 
over 200 Members of Congress who sup-
port and cosponsor this NO BAN Act. 

As introduced, the NO BAN Act 
would immediately rescind the Muslim 
ban and stop discriminatory orders and 
abuses of authority by this administra-
tion, thanks to the leadership of Con-
gresswoman JUDY CHU. 

By ending the Muslim ban, the NO 
BAN Act will also get us close to end-

ing the extreme number of increasing 
religious discrimination within our im-
migration system now. 

The bill would amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act, INA, to pro-
hibit discrimination on the basis of re-
ligion and ensure that no President 
ever again will be able to ban an entire 
community without accountability. 

I urge my colleagues in the House 
leadership to bring the NO BAN Act to 
the floor as soon as possible, because 
our communities cannot wait. Minor-
ity communities across our country 
and, indeed, the international commu-
nity are eager for action that repeals 
the Muslim ban. 

As someone who is raising two Mus-
lim boys in our country, I can tell you 
they struggle now even sharing about 
their faith and even worried about the 
rhetoric that they hear from various 
folks in school, but also just in passing, 
not only through social media, but 
through different kinds of conversa-
tions that they are hearing where they 
talk about not only folks who are of 
the Muslim faith, but folks of various 
immigrant communities. And being 
two sons of a father who is also an im-
migrant, they now really struggle very 
much in feeling that they can be open. 

At 9 years old, my son, who is now 14, 
remembers me—I remember speaking 
to his father about a terrible ad, a car-
toon that was put in USA Today, where 
it depicted Muslims in a certain way 
that would evoke violence towards 
Muslim Americans. I remember talking 
to his father at that moment and just 
kind of whispering to him: This is ter-
rible. I can’t believe they are doing 
this. This is just going to invoke people 
to really hate and even want to kill 
Muslims. 

And my son, who came into the bed-
room, said: Don’t worry, Mama. If any-
body asks if I am Muslim, I will tell 
them that I am not. 

That is the kind of culture that we 
create by allowing these kinds of dis-
criminatory policies to be placed and 
for us to allow it to be codified through 
executive orders and allow it to go 
without any action. 

I ran a campaign to take on hate, 
which really started in Michigan, but 
was implemented throughout the coun-
try in about 12 communities. 

And one of the things that young 
people understand is you have got to 
take on hate with action. You can’t sit 
idly back—because people just thought: 
Well, this doesn’t impact me—but real-
ly trying to understand that it does 
connect all of us; because this form of 
othering in the culture that you see 
within the administration is real and it 
is dangerous, and sitting idly by and 
not doing anything about it, to me, 
will increase that form of hate towards 
people of different faiths. 

And trust me, it is not just about 
Muslims. It is about other kinds of 
faiths, people of different ethnic back-
grounds. 

This, in essence, is creating this kind 
of hate culture that we can’t see, not 

only in our American society, but it is 
also festering within our school culture 
and with our young people again ques-
tioning constantly with identity and 
allowing this kind of othering to be 
normalized through acts like this exec-
utive order. 

When you hear Muslim leaders and 
those talk about the separation that 
happens, I remember at Bridging Com-
munities in southwest Detroit, we had 
a press conference with Congress-
woman DEBBIE DINGELL fighting back 
against the separation of families, and 
it all stemmed around: Well, I didn’t 
understand there was supposed to have 
been a waiver. 

Well, everyone should know, many of 
the people we represent who are com-
ing to our offices were not granted 
waivers. 

And we are talking about people who 
are married, who have legal access 
through the immigration, but for the 
Muslim ban, and are not able to re-
unify with their family members. 

I have two young children who can’t 
see their father because of the Muslim 
ban. 

I have folks who had a green card, 
had access to the United States, but 
when this got implemented, because it 
was implemented in a way where there 
was no notice, no policy, no proce-
dures, no structure in place for folks on 
the ground to understand what was 
going on, that is why we saw what we 
saw, the overwhelming call for action 
and people showing up to airports all 
across the country saying: No, not now, 
not ever. 

It is really important that we do it 
through action within the Congress, 
and I hope my colleagues understand 
this should be bipartisan support. 

This is religious discrimination. This 
is one of our core values as Americans. 
We are founded on religious freedom. 
And for us to allow, again, targeting of 
folks solely based on their faith, to me, 
repeats history. We have done it in the 
past; and it wasn’t right then, and it 
isn’t right now. 

And I think I can speak on behalf of 
Muslim Americans. They do not want 
to wait for an apology. Apology is not 
enough. They want action today. They 
know this is discriminatory. They 
know this is bias. They know this is 
targeting Muslims. 

And, yes, it is leading to, again, in-
creased hate crimes towards Muslims 
in huge amounts across the country; 
and so it is critical that we act, that 
we don’t sit silently by, because doing 
nothing is not an option anymore. So I 
urge the House leadership to bring this 
NO BAN Act forward to the floor as 
soon as possible. 

I really commend the incredible lead-
ership of many of our colleagues, espe-
cially my good colleague from Indiana, 
Congressman ANDRÉ CARSON, whom I 
lovingly call the dean of the Muslim 
Caucus. 

Yes, we are your neighbors; we are 
your advocates; we are your doctors, 
your teachers, and all of those things, 
and also your Members of Congress. 
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And so, again, it is really critically 

important that we push back against 
this ban. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. CARSON). 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam 
Speaker, I would like to thank Con-
gresswoman TLAIB for her leadership, 
for her friendship, for all that she does 
not for just her constituents, but for 
Muslims, non-Muslims, and Americans. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of the NO BAN Act, which was a 
great opportunity for me to be a co-
author, and I urge Congress to swiftly 
pass this legislation. 

Madam Speaker, in the 3 years since 
President Trump implemented his 
Muslim ban, its dangerous impact is 
clearer than ever: Families remain 
torn apart, America is less respected 
around the world, and our country isn’t 
any safer. 

But for this President and for all of 
those who crafted this ban, this policy 
was never about national security. 
Since his first day in office, he has 
worked to advance a dangerous white 
nationalist agenda, and the Muslim 
ban is its cornerstone. 

It is no surprise, then, that he may 
be planning to expand this ban to even 
more countries, many in Africa, which 
he has previously described in some of 
the most vulgar and offensive ways. 

As a Muslim and as a Black man, it 
pains me to witness this low moment 
in our country. It is not the only time 
America has shut its doors to people in 
need simply because of their race, eth-
nicity, and nationality; but, thank-
fully, we can make it the last time. 
Madam Speaker, that is why it is so 
important that we pass the NO BAN 
Act to end the Muslim ban and make 
sure history no longer repeats itself in 
this way. 

Our legislation has more than 200 co-
sponsors in the House and the endorse-
ment of nearly 400 diverse civil rights, 
faith, national security, and commu-
nity organizations. Americans of all 
backgrounds are behind this great bill 
and are demanding Congress to pass it, 
to take a bold stand against bigotry. 
So I am extremely pleased that the NO 
BAN Act is expected to be taken up by 
the Judiciary Committee next month. 

As my colleague, Congresswoman 
TLAIB said, and I want to reaffirm, 
Muslims are part of what makes this 
country great. 

b 2045 
Muslims have been a part of this 

country since the inception of what we 
now know to be America. Ever since 
those West African slaves were brought 
here to America, Muslims have con-
tributed to our country. 

Go to any major courtroom, and you 
will find a Muslim lawyer, maybe a 
judge. Go to any major hospital in this 
great country, and you will find a Mus-
lim physician. There are Muslim engi-
neers, Muslim scientists, Muslim edu-
cators, Muslim politicians. You have 
three in Congress. We will see more in 
the future, God willing. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues and all Americans who believe 
in equality for all people to support the 
NO BAN Act. Together, we will get it 
passed and begin a new chapter in our 
country’s history. 

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, I thank 
my colleague from Indiana. 

I really appreciate the incredible 
public service that not only stems here 
but, as you all know, many of our serv-
icemen and women who are of Muslim 
faith are serving our country every sin-
gle day. 

Again, people need not try to sepa-
rate us as not being part of this amaz-
ing country. The Muslim ban com-
pletely tears that down and comes 
from, again, a place of hate that we 
need to push back against. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from Washington (Ms. 
JAYAPAL), who I really honor and re-
spect, the co-chair of the Congressional 
Progressive Caucus, my good colleague, 
one of the fighters within this Chamber 
every single day for communities of 
color and marginalized communities. 

Ms. JAYAPAL. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman for her incred-
ible leadership. It has been wonderful 
working with her not just here in this 
body and in the Congressional Progres-
sive Caucus, which I am proud to co- 
chair, but for years we have known 
each other and worked together. It is 
wonderful to have her here to talk 
about this issue and her leadership on 
this issue, really the kind of leadership 
that America needs to show by passing 
the NO BAN Act. 

Three years ago, I had just been 
elected to Congress, and it was within 
my first weeks here that Donald 
Trump issued his first Muslim ban. 
When that happened, I thought back to 
after 9/11—that is actually when I 
started becoming very involved in poli-
tics as an activist. We faced some simi-
lar situations of Muslims, Arab Ameri-
cans, and others being targeted simply 
for their religion, their ethnicity, their 
place of origin. 

The good news is that I knew what to 
do, which is that I immediately rushed 
to the airport. That Muslim ban cre-
ated irreparable harm on Muslim fami-
lies, here at home, but also around the 
world. 

We had generals in our military tes-
tify that we desperately need to have 
our allies and that some of those allies 
are, in fact, Muslims who help us in 
other countries. 

When I heard the news and rushed to 
SeaTac Airport, I saw absolute chaos, 
chaos that was caused by an adminis-
tration that put forward a Muslim ban 
with no preparation, no notification, 
no planning at all for the kind of harm, 
irreparable harm, that would be caused 
for American citizens, for lawful resi-
dents, and for international visitors. 

Today, families remain separated 
from their loved ones, American busi-
nesses, and research institutions. I 
have many of those research institu-
tions in my district and many Amer-

ican businesses in my district that are 
not able to recruit the best minds from 
abroad. 

Our Nation’s doors are closed to peo-
ple seeking safety from violence, war, 
and persecution. 

But it wasn’t just then. The chaos 
has not stopped. 

Earlier this month, up to 200 Iranian 
Americans—almost all the ones that 
we know of are U.S. citizens, legal per-
manent residents, green-card holders— 
were unjustly detained at the U.S.-Can-
ada border in my own State of Wash-
ington. 

In the days after the Muslim ban, I 
had introduced the Access to Counsel 
Act, an act that once again was so im-
portant as we watched these detentions 
of Iranian Americans, who, by the way, 
travel across the border regularly. In 
fact, some of them travel across the 
border so much that they have expe-
dited processing. 

What that means is that you go 
through additional security screening 
so that you can get a card that you 
hold up at the northern border as you 
cross the border. You don’t need any-
thing else other than that expedited 
screening, that extra security screen-
ing in order to cross the border. 

But that day, we believe over 200 Ira-
nian Americans were stopped at the 
border, U.S. citizens, legal green-card 
holders, simply because they were of 
Iranian descent. 

The Access to Counsel Act, which we 
hope to mark up and bring to the floor 
at the same time as the NO BAN Act, 
just says that if you were here as a 
U.S. citizen, a legal permanent resi-
dent, or have any legal status and you 
are put through this unjust secondary 
screening, that at least you can have 
access to counsel, not counsel paid for 
by the government, but just counsel 
provided either through your own 
pocket or through nonprofits that pro-
vide that service, because people are 
being deported in an expedited manner. 

In fact, that is what happened in Se-
attle 3 years ago when I rushed to the 
airport when the Muslim ban was first 
introduced. We actually were able to, 
at the airport, get a temporary injunc-
tion from a judge that allowed us to es-
sentially go and stop a plane on the 
tarmac that was ready to take off with 
some people who should not have been 
deported. 

We were able to stop that plane from 
taking off, thanks to the courts and 
the incredible speed of attorneys and 
nonprofit organizations that came to-
gether and filed for a temporary in-
junction. That allowed us to stop the 
plane and to stop people from actually 
being deported. 

It is not right that we are seeing U.S. 
citizens detained by CBP for up to 9 
hours without a chance to speak to a 
lawyer simply because they weren’t 
born here, even though they are United 
States citizens. 

It is not right that students with 
visas have increasingly been rejected 
at our airports and deported without a 
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chance to speak to a lawyer, when peo-
ple have legal status in the United 
States. 

It is not right that they are subjected 
to a second loyalty test simply because 
of their religion or their place of birth 
or their ethnicity. 

Madam Speaker, I am one of only 14 
immigrants in the United States Con-
gress, out of 535 naturalized citizens, 
who have the great honor and privilege 
of being a United States citizen. I don’t 
want us to think that we have separate 
loyalty tests that we have to go 
through. We have examples of that— 
the Japanese internment, 123,000 Amer-
icans of Japanese ancestry who were 
put into internment camps simply for 
being Japanese American. 

The reality is we need the NO BAN 
Act to repeal President Trump’s Mus-
lim ban and stop any future President 
from implementing future discrimina-
tory bans. 

I am very grateful to my colleague, 
Congresswoman JUDY CHU, chair of the 
Congressional Asian Pacific American 
Caucus, for introducing and cham-
pioning this critical bill to send an im-
portant message to our Muslim broth-
ers and sisters here and abroad that 
America believes in religious liberty 
and that we remain committed to wel-
coming people regardless of their faith, 
regardless of the country in which they 
were born. 

In recent weeks, we have heard that 
an expanded Muslim ban may be com-
ing from the Trump administration 
this week. Let me be very clear: Each 
iteration of these bans sends a terrible 
message to Muslims, to those who are 
targeted, that our foundational value 
of freedom of religion does not apply to 
them. 

An expanded Muslim ban will only 
worsen our relationships with coun-
tries around the world, and it will not 
make our country safer. It will harm 
refugees. It will isolate us from our al-
lies. It will give extremists propaganda 
for recruitment. It will be a different 
Muslim ban pushed by the same 
xenophobic administration, and it will 
have the same negative ramifications 
as past versions of the Muslim ban. 

Madam Speaker, I just had the oppor-
tunity to come back from a codel to 
Sudan with a number of our Members, 
Republican and Democrat. This is a 
country that is transitioning from a 30- 
year dictatorship to a democracy, a ci-
vilian-led government. That was pow-
ered by a people’s revolution in the 
streets that inspired us here in the 
United States and around the world, 
people who sat and peacefully pro-
tested a brutal dictatorship. Over 200 
people were shot and killed in those 
peaceful protests on June 3. 

Madam Speaker, Sudan has been sup-
posedly added to this next round of 
countries that may be added to the 
Muslim ban. The people of Sudan said 
to us, Republican and Democratic Rep-
resentatives of the United States Gov-
ernment: ‘‘Doesn’t America believe in 
democracy, in transition?’’ 

Why would Sudan, with a people’s 
revolution that led to a democratic 
government through the overthrow of a 
dictator who has been in power for the 
last 30 years, why would Sudan be on a 
list of countries that have these re-
strictions and be part of this ban? That 
sends the totally wrong message. 

As the vice chair of the Committee 
on the Judiciary’s Subcommittee on 
Immigration and Citizenship, I will do 
everything in my power to resist the 
Muslim ban and demand liberty and 
justice for all, without any caveats. 

We must pass the NO BAN Act to end 
not just the Muslim ban but other anti- 
immigrant policies pushed by this ad-
ministration. Most importantly, we 
must pass the NO BAN Act to remind 
ourselves again of who we are as a 
country, a country that has welcomed 
people from all over the world, includ-
ing myself. 

I came here as a 16-year-old with 
nothing in my pockets, by myself, and 
to now be standing here in the United 
States Congress, my responsibility— 
our responsibility as a body is to pre-
serve those foundational values of free-
dom and justice and religious toler-
ance. 

Madam Speaker, I look forward to 
passing the NO BAN Act. I thank Rep-
resentative TLAIB for her friendship, 
for her leadership, and for all that she 
does to advance justice. On behalf of 
the Progressive Caucus, 100-members 
strong, we are so glad to have her in it. 

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman. Her incredible lead-
ership and mentorship are so inspiring 
but also completely fuels my commit-
ment to be centered around social jus-
tice and equality. 

Madam Speaker, I wanted to make 
sure that we talk about the fact that 
because of the Muslim ban and some of 
the kind of hate agenda policies that 
we see coming out of the administra-
tion, it all has resulted in an increase 
of hate crimes that still is under-
reported and has not, I think, truly, 
under this administration, been docu-
mented by the FBI. 

Even when the current President just 
called for a total and complete shut-
down on Muslims entering the United 
States, just days after that report, hate 
crimes against Muslims and Arabs na-
tionwide spiked up 23 percent. 

As we hear about the various kinds of 
hate crimes, we get some of these com-
plaints and incidents being reported to 
even our offices. I wanted to make sure 
that we talk about the fact that the 
FBI, when it released its report this 
past year, that Muslim advocates in 
their statement—which is very accu-
rate, based on what we hear of our 
community members at home—said 
that, yet again, the FBI annual statis-
tics on hate crimes show us that the 
worrying numbers of Muslims, Jews, 
Sikhs, and Latinos being victimized by 
hate crimes are not being reported, or 
the data does not reflect that. It is not 
a complete, accurate picture of the epi-
demic of hate that continues to threat-

en the safety of so many Americans 
across the country. 

Last year, an armed man drove a 
truck into a convenience store in Lou-
isiana because he suspected the owners 
were Muslims. Also in March last year, 
a man deliberately tried to drive his 
car into a Muslim family in a parking 
lot in California and managed to strike 
the father twice. 

Both are clear examples of hate 
crimes. Neither of those were included 
in the FBI’s data on hate crimes. 

Madam Speaker, it is completely un-
acceptable. As we push for the NO BAN 
Act, I also want to try to encourage my 
colleagues to try to have hearings and 
discuss the importance of accurate 
data around hate crimes increasing 
across the country. That is why we 
have to pass the Khalid Jabara and 
Heather Heyer NO HATE Act to im-
prove the hate crime reporting data 
collection. 
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Many of the organizations that sup-
port the NO BAN Act also want to see 
a much better reflection of the data 
being reported by the FBI around hate 
crime. 

The only way we are able to promote 
or push back against these forms of 
hate that lead to violence, and even 
death, for so many folks that are im-
pacted by these forms of racist policies 
and hateful agenda policies, is to be 
able to document and to push back 
against it. 

So I really appreciate a number of 
my colleagues, over 200 Members that 
support the NO BAN Act, and I look 
forward to finally being able to vote for 
it on the floor. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. LEWIS (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for January 27 and today. 

Mrs. LURIA (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today after 5:45 p.m. and to-
morrow on account of death in the 
family. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 p.m.), under its previous 
order, the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, January 30, 2020, at 
9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:20 Jan 30, 2020 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00075 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K29JA7.116 H29JAPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

X
C

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-12T20:37:00-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




