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RECOGNIZING L.F. ‘‘SANDY’’ SAMS, 
JR. 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2020 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to celebrate L.F. ‘‘Sandy’’ Sams, 
Jr., who is retiring after a successful career at 
the Mitchell, McNutt & Sams law firm in 
Tupelo, Mississippi. 

Sandy is a lifelong Mississippian who was 
born in Meridian, Mississippi, and later moved 
to West Point, Mississippi. After high school, 
he attended the University of Mississippi for 
undergrad and then returned to the University 
for Law School, where he graduated with hon-
ors. Sandy served our Nation in the United 
States Army as an Assistant Staff Judge Ad-
vocate in the U.S. Army XVIII Airborne Corps 
at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. After his serv-
ice, he returned to West Point to practice law. 
In 1971, he officially began his career in 
Tupelo with the Mitchell McNutt law firm. 

Sandy Sams is a remarkable Mississippian, 
and it is individuals like him that make Mis-
sissippi and America great. I wish him all the 
best in his well-deserved retirement. 
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HONORING RYAN DEHAAN 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2020 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker, 
I proudly pause to recognize Ryan DeHaan. 
Ryan is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 1692, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Ryan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Ryan has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Ryan 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Ryan DeHaan for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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MATHNASIUM OF LITTLETON 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2020 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Mathnasium 

of Littleton, and its owner Suzie Shride, on 
being awarded the West Metro Chamber of 
Commerce Woman-Owned Business of the 
Year Award. 

Opened in 2015 by Suzie Shride, the sup-
plemental education franchise in Littleton start-
ed with six students and has now grown to 
serve over 175 students. In 2019, Mathnasium 
of Littleton was the number one Mathnasium 
Center in Colorado based on revenue, student 
count, and parent satisfaction. 

Suzie is an active member of south Jeffer-
son County, investing significantly in her com-
munity and partnering with a variety of local 
organizations. Over the past two years, she 
and the Mathnasium of Littleton have donated 
nearly $50,000 to Jefferson County Public 
Schools and the Jefferson County Schools 
Foundation as well as thousands of dollars to 
Littleton and Denver Public Schools. 

In 2018, Suzie created the Junior Instructor 
Program which contributes to the leadership of 
dozens of fourth through eighth grade stu-
dents each year. She serves as a board mem-
ber for the West Metro Chamber, the Cham-
ber foundation, and is a part of the Leadership 
Jeffco Alumni Association. She was instru-
mental in creating the Women in Business and 
South Jeffco Professionals at the Chamber. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Mathnasium of Littleton and Suzie Shride for 
this well-deserved recognition and thank you 
for your continued contribution to our commu-
nity. 
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COMMEMORATING BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 4, 2020 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, this 
February we recognize and celebrate the 42nd 
commemoration of Black History Month. 

This month we celebrate the contributions of 
African Americans to the history of our great 
nation, and pay tribute to trailblazers, pio-
neers, heroes, and leaders like the 44th Presi-
dent of the United States and First Lady, 
Barack Obama and Michelle Obama, respec-
tively; Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; Su-
preme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall; U.S. 
Senator Blanche Kelso Bruce; U.S. Congress-
woman Barbara Jordan; U.S. Congressman 
Mickey Leland; Astronauts Dr. Guion Stewart 
Bluford, Jr. and Mae C. Jemison; activists, in-
tellectuals, authors, artists, and entrepreneurs 
like Frederick Douglass, Booker T. Wash-
ington, James Baldwin, Harriet Tubman, Rosa 
Parks, Maya Angelou, Toni Morrison, Gwen-
dolyn Brooks, Shonda Rhimes, Ava Duvernay, 
Oprah Winfrey, and Super Bowl LIV winning 
quarterback Patrick Mahomes and National 
Football League Most Valuable Player Lamar 
Jackson, just to name a few of the countless 
number of well-known and unsung heroes 
whose contributions have helped our nation 
become a more perfect union. 

The history of the United States has been 
marked by the great contributions of African 
American activists, leaders, writers, and art-
ists. 

As a member of Congress, I know that I 
stand on the shoulders of giants like Shirley 
Chisolm, John Conyers, JOHN LEWIS, Ronald 
Dellums, and Barbara Jordan whose struggles 
and triumphs made it possible for me to stand 
here today and continue the fight for equality, 
justice, and progress for all, regardless of 
race, religion, gender or sexual orientation. 

The greatest of these giants to me are Mrs. 
Ivalita ‘‘Ivy’’ Jackson, a vocational nurse, and 
Mr. Ezra A. Jackson, one of the first African 
Americans to succeed in the comic book pub-
lishing business. 

They were my beloved parents and they 
taught me the value of education, hard work, 
discipline, perseverance, and caring for others. 

And I am continually inspired by Dr. Elwyn 
Lee, my husband and the first tenured African 
American law professor at the University of 
Houston. 

Madam Speaker, I particularly wish to ac-
knowledge the contributions of African Amer-
ican veterans in defending from foreign ag-
gressors and who by their courageous exam-
ples helped transform our nation from a seg-
regated society to a nation committed to the 
never-ending challenge of perfecting our 
union. 

Several years ago about this time, I was 
honored to join Congressmen JOHN LEWIS and 
former Congressman Charles Rangel, a Ko-
rean War veteran, in paying tribute to sur-
viving members of the Tuskegee Airmen and 
the 555th Parachute Infantry, the famed ‘‘Tri-
ple Nickels’’ at a moving ceremony sponsored 
by the U.S. Army commemorating the 50th an-
niversary of the 1964 Civil Rights Act. 

The success of the Tuskegee Airmen in es-
corting bombers during World War II—achiev-
ing one of the lowest loss records of all the 
escort fighter groups and being in constant de-
mand for their services by the allied bomber 
units—is a record unmatched by any other 
fighter group. 

So impressive and astounding were the 
feats of the Tuskegee Airmen that in 1948, it 
helped persuade President Harry Truman to 
issue his famous Executive Order No. 9981, 
which directed equality of treatment and op-
portunity in all of the United States Armed 
Forces and led to the end of racial segrega-
tion in the U.S. military forces. 

It is a source of enormous and enduring 
pride that my father-in-law, Phillip Ferguson 
Lee, was one of the Tuskegee Airmen. 

Clearly, what began as an experiment to de-
termine whether ‘‘colored’’ soldiers’ were ca-
pable of operating expensive and complex 
combat aircraft ended as an unqualified suc-
cess based on the experience of the 
Tuskegee Airmen, whose record included 261 
aircraft destroyed, 148 aircraft damaged, 
15,553 combat sorties and 1,578 missions 
over Italy and North Africa. 

They also destroyed or damaged over 950 
units of ground transportation and escorted 
more than 200 bombing missions. 
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