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To Kelli and Gage, Chris will live in 

our hearts forever. He is looking down 
on you now. Thank you. Thank you 
very much. Thank you both very much. 

The terrorist responsible for killing 
Sergeant Hake was Qasem Soleimani, 
who provided the deadly roadside bomb 
that took Chris’ life. Soleimani was the 
Iranian regime’s most ruthless butch-
er, a monster who murdered or wound-
ed thousands of American servicemem-
bers in Iraq. 

As the world’s top terrorist, 
Soleimani orchestrated the deaths of 
countless men, women, and children. 
He directed the December assault and 
went on to assault U.S. Forces in Iraq 
and was actively planning new attacks 
when we hit him very hard. And that is 
why, last month, at my direction, the 
U.S. military executed a flawless preci-
sion strike that killed Soleimani and 
terminated his evil reign of terror for-
ever. 

Our message to the terrorists is 
clear: You will never escape American 
justice. If you attack our citizens, you 
forfeit your life. 

In recent months, we have seen proud 
Iranians raise their voices against 
their oppressive rulers. The Iranian re-
gime must abandon its pursuit of nu-
clear weapons; stop spreading terror, 
death, and destruction; and start work-
ing for the good of its own people. 

Because of our powerful sanctions, 
the Iranian economy is doing very, 
very poorly. We can help them make a 
very good and short-time recovery. It 
can all go very quickly, but, perhaps, 
they are too proud or too foolish to ask 
for that help. 

We are here. Let’s see which road 
they choose. It is totally up to them. 

As we defend American lives, we are 
working to end America’s wars in the 
Middle East. In Afghanistan, the deter-
mination and valor of our warfighters 
has allowed us to make tremendous 
progress, and peace talks are now un-
derway. 

I am not looking to kill hundreds of 
thousands of people in Afghanistan, 
many of them totally innocent. It is 
also not our function to serve other na-
tions as law enforcement agencies. 
These are warfighters that we have, 
the best in the world, and they either 
want to fight to win or not fight at all. 

We are working to finally end Amer-
ica’s longest war and bring our troops 
back home. War places a heavy burden 
on our Nation’s extraordinary military 
families, especially spouses like Amy 
Williams, from Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina, and her two children, 6-year- 
old Elliana, and 3-year-old Rowan. 

Amy works full time and volunteers 
countless hours helping our military 
families. For the past 7 months, she 
has done it all while her husband, Ser-
geant First Class Townsend Williams, 
is in Afghanistan on his fourth deploy-
ment in the Middle East. Amy’s kids 
haven’t seen their father’s face in 
many months. 

Amy, your family’s sacrifice makes 
it possible for all of our families to live 

in safety and in peace, and we want to 
thank you. Thank you, Amy. 

But, Amy, there is one more thing. 
Tonight, we have a very special sur-
prise. I am thrilled to inform you that 
your husband is back from deployment. 
He is here with us tonight, and we 
couldn’t keep him waiting any longer. 

Welcome home, Sergeant Williams. 
Thank you very much. 

As the world bears witness tonight, 
America is a land of heroes. This is the 
place where greatness is born, where 
destinies are forged, and where legends 
come to life. This is the home of Thom-
as Edison and Teddy Roosevelt, of 
many great generals, including Wash-
ington, Pershing, Patton, and Mac-
Arthur. This is the home of Abraham 
Lincoln, Frederick Douglass, Amelia 
Earhart, Harriet Tubman, the Wright 
brothers, Neil Armstrong, and so many 
more. This is the country where chil-
dren learn names like Wyatt Earp, 
Davy Crockett, and Annie Oakley. This 
is the place where the Pilgrims landed 
at Plymouth and where Texas patriots 
made their last stand at the Alamo, 
the beautiful, beautiful Alamo. 

The American Nation was carved out 
of the vast frontier by the toughest, 
strongest, fiercest, and most deter-
mined men and women ever to walk on 
the face of the Earth. Our ancestors 
braved the unknown; tamed the wilder-
ness; settled the wild west; lifted mil-
lions from poverty, disease, and hun-
ger; vanquished tyranny and fascism; 
ushered the world to new heights of 
science and medicine; laid down the 
railroads, dug out the canals, raised up 
the skyscrapers—and, ladies and gen-
tlemen, our ancestors built the most 
exceptional Republic ever to exist in 
all of human history. And we are mak-
ing it greater than ever before. 

This is our glorious and magnificent 
inheritance. 

We are Americans. We are pioneers. 
We are the pathfinders. We settled the 
New World; we built the modern world; 
and we changed history forever by em-
bracing the eternal truth that every-
one is made equal by the hand of Al-
mighty God. 

America is the place where anything 
can happen. America is the place where 
anyone can rise. And here, on this land, 
on this soil, on this continent, the 
most incredible dreams come true. 

This Nation is our canvas, and this 
country is our masterpiece. We look at 
tomorrow and see unlimited frontiers 
just waiting to be explored. Our bright-
est discoveries are not yet known. Our 
most thrilling stories are not yet told. 
Our grandest journeys are not yet 
made. The American age, the American 
epic, the American adventure has only 
just begun. 

Our spirit is still young; the Sun is 
still rising; God’s grace is still shining; 
and, my fellow Americans, the best is 
yet to come. 

Thank you. God bless you. And God 
bless America. Thank you very much. 
Thank you. 

(Applause, the Members rising.) 

At 10 o’clock and 27 minutes p.m., 
the President of the United States, ac-
companied by the committee of escort, 
retired from the Hall of the House of 
Representatives. 

The Assistant to the Sergeant at 
Arms escorted the invited guests from 
the Chamber in the following order: 

The members of the President’s Cabi-
net; 

The Chief Justice of the United 
States and the Associate Justices of 
the Supreme Court; 

The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps. 

f 

JOINT SESSION DISSOLVED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair declares 
the joint session of the two Houses now 
dissolved. 

Accordingly, at 10 o’clock and 27 
minutes p.m., the joint session of the 
two Houses was dissolved. 

The Members of the Senate retired to 
their Chamber. 

f 

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT RE-
FERRED TO THE COMMITTEE OF 
THE WHOLE HOUSE ON THE 
STATE OF THE UNION 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the message of the President be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union and or-
dered printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The Speaker pro tempore, Ms. Mat-
sui, on Monday, February 3, 2020, an-
nounced her signature to enrolled bills 
of the Senate of the following titles: 

S. 153.—An act to promote veteran involve-
ment in STEM education, computer science, 
and scientific research, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 3201.—An act to extend the temporary 
scheduling order for fentanyl-related sub-
stances, and for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 29 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, February 5, 2020, at 10 a.m., 
for morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

3688. A letter from the Senior Legal Advi-
sor for Regulatory Affairs, Office of Invest-
ment Security, Department of the Treasury, 
transmitting the Department’s Major final 
and interim final rule — Provisions Per-
taining to Certain Investments in the United 
States by Foreign Persons (RIN: 1505-AC64) 
received January 30, 2020, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
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