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they have lost; and we owe it to the
communities that are forever changed
by gun violence.

I stand in solidarity with the sur-
vivors of gun violence.

RECOGNIZING THE BUCKS
COALITION AGAINST TRAFFICKING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the Bucks Coa-
lition Against Trafficking, a group
working to eradicate human traf-
ficking in Bucks County and in our en-
tire region. The Bucks Coalition
Against Trafficking is a project cre-
ated by the Network of Victim Assist-
ance, working to end this modern-day
slavery.

Members of NOVA received recogni-
tion recently from the Bucks County
Board of Commissioners for their work
to educate our community and to raise
awareness.

The project was established to en-
courage victim identification, commu-
nity education, enhancement of arrests
and prosecution of traffickers, legisla-
tive advocacy, and a coordinated re-
sponse for survivor services.

Mr. Speaker, it is estimated that 25
million people across the globe are vic-
tims of human trafficking, and ap-
proximately 75 percent of these victims
are women and girls. Statistics show
that one in seven children who run
away from home end up being traf-
ficked.

Mr. Speaker, one of the first bills I
introduced this Congress, the End
Banking for Human Traffickers Act of
2019, would increase the role of finan-
cial institutions in combating human
trafficking, which is an incredibly im-
portant part of this fight.

I call upon the House to bring this
commonsense legislation to a vote, and
to continue to work to support the vic-
tims of human trafficking.
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RECOGNIZING 2019 SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST OF THE
YEAR, DR. JULIA SZARKO

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize Dr. Julia
Szarko, who was recently named the
2019 School Psychologist of the Year by
the Association of School Psycholo-
gists of Pennsylvania.

Dr. Szarko is in her 23rd year as a
school psychologist, currently working
at Cold Spring Elementary in Central
Bucks County, Pennsylvania. A former
president of the Association of School
Psychologists of Pennsylvania, Dr.
Szarko has worked for years to expand
school-based mental health services in
Pennsylvania and to address the na-
tional school psychologist shortages
across the country.

Ensuring students have access to
mental health resources is vital to
their current and their future success,
along with that of their peers as well.
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With only 20 percent of America’s
youth receiving the mental health
services they need, further action must
be taken to expand access to these
services in schools, which is legislation
that Dr. Szarko helped us draft.

We need more people like Dr. Szarko
working to ensure that children in
Pennsylvania and across our Nation
have the resources and support they
need to succeed.

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF LESLIE

KOLIFRATH

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor the life and legacy
of Leslie Kolifrath, who recently
passed away after a brave and coura-
geous fight with breast cancer.

A lifelong resident of Bucks County,
Leslie always put the needs of others
ahead of her own. She was very much
beloved by her family, her friends, her
pets, and her coworkers.

Mr. Speaker, I got to know Leslie
personally through the amazing work
she did throughout Lower Bucks Coun-
ty, particularly Bristol Township, and
helping so many people. The one thing
that we all remember about Leslie is
that no issue was too small for her to
tackle when it came to protecting and
serving the residents of Bristol Town-
ship and Lower Bucks County.

So we offer our prayers to Leslie’s
family. We stand by her family in this
very difficult time.

She is now enjoying her eternal re-
ward for a life she lived serving others
in Bucks County and across our region.

RECOGNIZING IVY HILL THERAPEUTIC
EQUESTRIAN CENTER

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today in recognition of an organi-
zation in Bucks County, Pennsylvania,
changing the lives for individuals with
cognitive, physical, emotional, behav-
ioral, and psychological needs.

For over 20 years, the Ivy Hill Thera-
peutic Equestrian Center in Hilltown,
Bucks County, has created therapeutic
programs for people of all ages and lev-
els of ability utilizing the equine expe-
rience.

In addition to equine-assisted activi-
ties, Ivy Hill collaborates with several
community partners to provide job
training through specialized programs
dedicated to an exponentially-growing
special needs population in our region
and across the country. Through these
programs, Ivy Hill serves over 150 pro-
gram riders with more than a dozen
trained therapy horses, led by nearly
200 staff members and volunteers.

Mr. Speaker, their motto is: ‘“‘Horses
+ Love = Hope”’ and, having heard first-
hand the heartwarming testimonials of
riders and their families, it is clear
that this equation is holding very true.
We are very thankful for all they do for
our special needs population and every-
body in our region.

——
GUN VIOLENCE SURVIVORS WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from

California (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 min-
utes.
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Gun
Violence Survivors Week.

The gun violence epidemic in our Na-
tion is destroying lives. A recent study
found that 58 percent of adults in
America reported that they or someone
they care about has experienced gun vi-
olence in their lifetime. Think about
that. More than half of the adults in
America have been touched by gun vio-
lence. It doesn’t have to be this way.

In January of last year, our former
colleague and gun violence survivor,
Gabby Giffords, joined me, the Speak-
er, and members of the Gun Violence
Prevention Task Force as we intro-
duced H.R. 8, the Bipartisan Back-
ground Checks Act of 2019. It was 8
years to the day that she was shot.
Gabby had one message for us in Con-
gress. She said: “We must never stop
fighting.”

And the House did just that. We kept
fighting, and we passed H.R. 8 almost 1
year ago, 344 days ago, to be exact.

Majority Leader MCCONNELL has had
344 days to act—to fight gun violence.
What has he done? Nothing. Nothing.
Not one vote, not one hearing. Sur-
vivors have called on him to act. More
than 90 percent of Americans support
the bill. Why won’t he give the bill a
vote?

Every time there is a mass shooting
that makes headlines, the Republican
leadership sends thoughts and prayers.

Survivors don’t want your thoughts
and prayers; they want a vote. They
want to keep guns away from felons.
They want to keep guns away from do-
mestic abusers.

I call on the Senate to act. Honor
survivors. Do your job. Pass H.R. 8 for
Gabby and for every survivor across
our country.

——

PROTECT MEDICAID

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Wisconsin (Ms. MOORE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I am so
proud to stand here today to support H.
Res. 826, the protect Medicaid resolu-
tion. I am proud to go on record today
to spotlight the administration’s con-
tinuous attempts to take away
healthcare for Americans, especially
those most vulnerable, such as seniors
and those with disabilities.

Mr. Speaker, Medicaid was created in
recognition of the importance of
healthcare for all Americans. Even
though many low-income people have
jobs, working every single day, the re-
ality is that they don’t have access to
employer or private health insurance,
and Medicaid fills that gap.

It is such a sad reality that we need
to remind this administration that the
purpose of Medicaid is to provide
healthcare for low-income individuals
and families. Medicaid recognizes the
humanity of everyone, despite their so-
cioeconomic status.

When I was on the Budget Com-
mittee, I repeatedly voted against per-
nicious efforts to change the Federal-
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