H930

Today, I stand here just feet away
from where President Trump stood on
Tuesday and called for unity in this
body.

As the President said that night, the
only victories that matter in Wash-
ington are those that deliver for the
American people, and I stand ready to
work across the aisle.

Will you join me?

The American people are watching.

——————

THREE IMPORTANT BILLS

(Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to share my support of
three important bills that were consid-
ered by the House on Wednesday: H.R.
4044, the Protect and Restore Amer-
ica’s Estuaries Act; H.R. 4031, the
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative
Act; and H.R. 2382, the USPS Fairness
Act.

Regrettably, I was unable to cast my
votes for this legislation, but had I
been able to, I would have voted to pass
all three.

I had the pleasure to support Mr.
MALINOWSKI’s and Mr. JOYCE’s bills in
the full Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Committee markup and would
have gladly voted for them on the
House floor as well.

I am particularly disappointed to
have missed the vote on the USPS
Fairness Act, offered by Chairman
DEFAZzIO, which I cosponsored. Impor-
tantly, it would repeal the 2006 man-
date that the U.S. Postal Service
prefund future retiree health benefits.

My mom has had a long civil service
career at the U.S. Post Office, and so
the issue really hits home for me.

No other industry is so unfairly bur-
dened with prefunding benefits in this
way, and this bill would help stem the
financial losses faced by the USPS.
What is more, it would have no effect
on the Federal budget.

This legislation is not the end of the
discussion for how we protect this vital
industry and its workers; it is merely
the beginning.

———
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NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST

(Mr. GUEST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUEST. Mr. Speaker, this morn-
ing, my father, my son, my father-in-
law, and I attended the National Pray-
er Breakfast, and joined thousands of
other men and women to pray for our
country and our President.

This was one of the most humbling
experiences of my life and will remain
one of the greatest honors that has
come with the position of my office.

Prayer is an important part of my
Christian faith. It is an act that people
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of faith value immensely, and every
person should be able to pray, free from
persecution, in any institution of the
United States.

Additionally, our children should
never feel ostracized for displaying
their faith and expressing their reli-
gious beliefs in our schools across our
Nation. It is more important than ever
to defend our First Amendment rights
and to support efforts made by our
President and his administration, and
Members of Congress should uphold
these values and protect prayer.

NATIONAL GUN VIOLENCE
SURVIVORS WEEK

(Ms. JUDY CHU of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JUDY CHU of California. Mr.
Speaker, earlier this week, President
Trump delivered his State of the Union
address in this very Chamber. At one
point, he praised the Second Amend-
ment and gun rights, but neglected to
even mention the 100 Americans who
are killed with guns every day. That
number is only part of it.

This week is National Gun Violence
Survivors Week and their stories fill
out the picture of the reality of guns in
America. Over half of adult Americans
have or know someone who has experi-
enced gun violence, and about 3 million
children experience gun violence every
year.

That doesn’t even include the mil-
lions more students who go to school
afraid that they could be the victim of
a mass shooting, all because the NRA
and the Republican lawmakers they
fund refuse to even allow the most
commonsense gun legislation, like H.R.
8.

This legislation would ensure that no
one could buy a gun without a back-
ground check, and a bipartisan major-
ity of Americans agree.

It is time to end the NRA strangle-
hold, and end gun violence.

———

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF RATIFICA-
TION OF 19TH AMENDMENT IN
NEW JERSEY

(Mr. VAN DREW asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker,
February 9, 2020 marks the 100th anni-
versary of the ratification of the 19th
Amendment in New Jersey.

The 19th Amendment was introduced
to Congress in 1878. The amendment
reads: ‘“‘The right of citizens of the
United States to vote shall not be de-
nied or abridged by the United States
or by any State on account of sex.”

It was not passed by Congress until
the House of Representatives passed it
in May of 1919 and the Senate passed it
in June of 1919. It was then sent to the
States for ratification, with New Jer-
sey being the 29th of the 36 States.
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I would like to honor the tireless ef-
forts of advocates over history, pio-
neer’s like New Jersey’s own, Dr. Alice
Paul, who worked for years to get
women the right to vote. Her persist-
ence and the persistence of thousands
of women before and after her is a true
example of how the dedication of these
women changed our country and the
world for the better. They are true
American heroes.

———

PASS GUN SAFETY BILLS

(Mr. CISNEROS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CISNEROS. Madam Speaker, in
1960 my mother’s life changed dramati-
cally forever. That was the year her fa-
ther was murdered through an act of
gun violence. She was just 10 years old
and my grandmother became a widow
with six children left to raise on her
own.

This week marks National Gun Vio-
lence Survivors Week, where we listen
to stories like my mom’s and other
survivors of gun violence through the
country.

But here in Congress, we need to do
more than just listen to these stores.
We need to act. Last year, the House
passed commonsense, bipartisan gun
safety legislation, H.R. 8, to expand
background checks. This measure is
something over 90 percent of the Amer-
ican public wants.

Unfortunately, it has been sitting in
the Senate for almost a year and that
is unacceptable. Survivors of gun vio-
lence, victims of gun violence, and the
American people deserve a Congress
who will act and pass these gun safety
bills. Enough is enough.

——————

NATIONAL GUN VIOLENCE
SURVIVORS WEEK

(Mr. CROW asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CROW. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in solemn observance of National
Gun Violence Survivors Week.

Colorado is home, and I am proud to
represent the communities of Colo-
rado’s Sixth Congressional District,
communities that have seen the hor-
rors of gun violence firsthand.

Too many of my constituents bear
the scars of gun violence long after
their wounds have healed. Some never
heal. In honor of their pain, their cour-
age, and their advocacy, we must call
on the Senate to pass the commonsense
reforms that have already been ap-
proved in the House.

We must act now for Julie from High-
lands Ranch, Colorado, who was shot
when she was 13. Julie was left para-
lyzed from the chest down, requiring
her to walk with canes and braces for
the rest of her life. My heart is with
Julie for having the courage to speak
out in support of commonsense re-
forms.
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