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for the dairy industry, which is a grow-
ing industry in my State of South Da-
kota. We need to conclude more strong
trade agreements going forward that
will expand markets for American agri-
culture products.

The President also mentioned the
trade agreement we are negotiating
with China. The President recently
signed phase one of the agreement,
which includes a pledge from China to
substantially increase its imports of
American agriculture products. That is
excellent news for farmers and ranch-
ers, but we need to make sure that
China actually lives up to its commit-
ments. As we know, China doesn’t have
the best record in this regard, and it is
important that the United States make
clear that any agreements must be
honored.

We have made a lot of progress for
the American people over the past 3
years, but, as I said, there is more
work to be done. I hope to work with
my colleagues of both parties this year
to continue to build on the economic
progress we have made and create more
opportunities for American workers. I
will continue to make the needs of our
Nation’s farmers and ranchers one of
my top priorities. I am committed to
seeing our Nation’s farm economy
catch up to our economy as a whole.

I am proud that Republican economic
policies have made life Dbetter for
American workers. I will continue to
work to ensure that every American
has access to the benefits of our strong
economy.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded the call the roll.

Mr. COTTON. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
LOEFFLER). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

—————

REMEMBERING BILLIE SUE
HOGGARD

Mr. COTTON. Madam President, our
Nation functions thanks to the ex-
traordinary devotion and patriotism of
the American people. Every city, every
county, every State, and every party
has a few patriots who go above and be-
yond, dedicating their whole lives to
making sure that our system works
and that our way of life is preserved so
that we can pass on our Republic as a
precious inheritance to our children
and our grandchildren.

Billie Sue Hoggard was just such a
patriot. She devoted her life to her
neighbors and fellow citizens in
Jonesboro in northeast Arkansas. Bil-
lie Sue went home to be with the Lord
on Sunday at age 76.

Billie Sue loved America, she loved
Arkansas, she loved the Republican
Party with all of her heart, and she de-
voted all of her energy to making them
great.
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As a young child, sadly, Billie Sue
knew the meaning of sacrifice. Her
adoptive father was killed in action
during the Battle of the Bulge in World
War II. Although they had not met, he
kept her baby photo in his wallet. No
doubt, he was proud to know the baby
girl he adopted grew up to carry on his
legacy of service to others. I bet he
told her that on Sunday when they
were reunited.

Billie Sue worked as a teacher in
northeast Arkansas for decades, help-
ing young people grow up to become
better citizens. Her career as an educa-
tor was just one part of her commit-
ment to public service. She also served
as a justice of the peace and the Repub-
lican Party committee chair for
Craighead County, where she brought
energy and joy and a little bit of
feistiness to every meeting and every
local gathering.

Billie Sue was also a Republican well
ahead of the pack, back in the day
when many counties didn’t even have
committees and some counties could
probably meet in a telephone booth.
Her energy and commitment were in-
strumental in helping our party win
the trust and support of our candidates
in Jonesboro, in Craighead County, in
northeast Arkansas, and all around our
State. It is thanks in no small part to
her efforts that RICK CRAWFORD now
represents northeast Arkansas in the
House of Representatives, the first Re-
publican to hold that seat since recon-
struction.

I met Billie Sue shortly after my
election to the House. She encouraged
me to run for the Senate. She promised
to deliver Craighead County if I did,
and I can tell you, she kept that prom-
ise and then some, as she always did.

Of course, Billie Sue was most com-
mitted of all to her family. Her four
children, seven grandchildren, and
three great-grandchildren were the
loves of her life. In a fitting turn of
fate, Billie Sue, the adopted daughter
of a servicemember, served herself as
guardian to two of her young grand-
daughters in her later years. She was
in her seventies when she raised those
two young girls. In an act of love, she
stepped up for her family in its hour of
need.

Billy Sue’s health declined over the
last year of her life. We all know how
the battles of illness can rob people we
love of their vitality in their final
days. But while cancer could ravage
her body, it could never dampen Billy
Sue’s spirit. When I called her over this
last year to check on her, I always
heard the same energy and passion—
and, yes, feistiness—as she wanted to
skip over quickly how she was doing
and talk about the latest legislative
battles here in Congress and political
campaigns in Arkansas.

Now Billie Sue has gone back to be
with the Lord, but she is not forgotten.
Arkansans will remember her as a local
leader and a patriot who made her
community and our State better
through decades of tireless service.
May she rest in peace.
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I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CRUZ). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

—————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session and resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Andrew Lynn Brasher, of Alabama, to
be United States Circuit Judge for the
Eleventh Circuit.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader.

ELECTION SECURITY

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, the
2020 primary elections are already un-
derway, and the national election is
only 9 months away. We know that for-
eign entities—Putin, China, perhaps
others—are already scheming to under-
mine the public confidence in our elec-
tions. The threats to our next elections
are real and growing nearer each day.

Last week the Senate concluded an
impeachment trial of the President,
who was accused of abusing the powers
of his office to solicit the help of a for-
eign power in his reelection—solicit
the help. It didn’t just happen. He was
soliciting it.

My Republican Senate friends refused
to hold the President accountable for
his misconduct—refused to even hold a
fair trial. Now, what do we think the
President will conclude after the Sen-
ate Republican majority let him off the
hook for trying to cheat in our elec-
tions? He will conclude that he can try
to do it again. Anyone who knows him
knows that is what he will do.

Because Senate Republicans chose to
look the other way, the need for elec-
tion security legislation is greater now
than ever before. We cannot trust this
President to stand up for the integrity
of our elections. So Congress must
stand up in his stead.

In a few moments, my colleagues
Senator WARNER, Senator WYDEN, and
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