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SENATE RESOLUTION 497—COM-

MEMORATING THE LIFE OF DR. 
LI WENLIANG AND CALLING FOR 
TRANSPARENCY AND COOPERA-
TION FROM THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA AND THE COMMUNIST 
PARTY OF CHINA 
Mr. COTTON (for himself, Mr. 

MENENDEZ, Mr. MARKEY, and Mr. GARD-
NER) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 497 

Whereas Dr. Li Wenliang was a 34-year-old 
ophthalmologist working in Wuhan, China; 

Whereas research indicates that the first 
patient infected with the 2019 novel 
coronavirus (2019–nCoV) exhibited symptoms 
on December 1, 2019; 

Whereas, in December 2019, Dr. Li notified 
his associates in the medical community in 
China about the outbreak of 2019–nCoV; 

Whereas, after raising concerns about the 
spread of 2019–nCoV, Dr. Li was summoned 
by Chinese officials and forced to sign a 
statement retracting his warnings about the 
virus and confessing that he had spread ille-
gal rumors; 

Whereas Chinese government authorities 
played down dangers to the public for weeks 
as 2019–nCoV continued to spread, with more 
than 42,000 confirmed cases in China alone 
and at least 1,000 deaths reported as of Feb-
ruary 11, 2020; 

Whereas Dr. Li continued to work as an 
ophthalmologist at Wuhan Central Hospital 
despite his knowledge of the outbreak, and 
appears to have been infected himself with 
2019–nCoV after coming in contact with a pa-
tient he was treating for glaucoma; 

Whereas, on the morning of February 7, 
2020, in the hospital where he worked, Dr. Li 
Wenliang died after contracting 2019–nCoV; 

Whereas, before he passed away, Dr. Li 
stated, ‘‘If the officials had disclosed infor-
mation about the epidemic earlier, I think it 
would have been a lot better. There should 
be more openness and transparency.’’; 

Whereas the people of China expressed 
their grief and anger on social media after 
the death of Dr. Li, with the phrase ‘‘I want 
freedom of speech’’ emerging as a top 
trending topic on the Weibo platform; 

Whereas the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China continues to limit free ex-
pression, and stepped up censorship after on-
line criticism and investigative reports by 
Chinese journalists suggesting that officials 
underestimated and underplayed the threat 
of 2019–nCoV; 

Whereas Freedom House has listed China 
as the ‘‘worst abuser of internet freedom’’ in 
the world for the fourth year in a row, and in 
the aftermath of the outbreak of 2019–nCoV, 
there are numerous and well-documented in-
stances of the ‘‘Great Firewall’’ of China 
suppressing the free flow of critical and 
medically important information about the 
pandemic; 

Whereas the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China has endangered the people 
of Taiwan and people around the world by 
using its influence to limit Taiwan’s access 
to the benefits of membership in the World 
Health Organization and the International 
Civil Aviation Organization, particularly 
during the current outbreak; and 

Whereas the World Health Organization 
has declared 2019–nCoV a Public Health 
Emergency of International Concern: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors the life and contributions of Dr. 

Li Wenliang, and extends heartfelt sympathy 

to his family and to the families of all who 
have passed during this outbreak; 

(2) expresses its support for the people of 
China as they face this unprecedented public 
health challenge; 

(3) expresses gratitude to Dr. Li and all 
Chinese medical personnel and citizens for 
their efforts to spread awareness of 2019– 
nCoV and treat individuals who have con-
tracted the disease; 

(4) calls on the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China and the Communist Party 
of China— 

(A) to be open and transparent in inves-
tigating and responding to 2019–nCoV; 

(B) to ensure that Chinese citizens and the 
international community have free and un-
fettered access, without censorship or social 
media controls, to information about 2019– 
nCoV; 

(C) to cooperate fully with the United 
States Government, including the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, in pro-
viding medical access, sharing information, 
and developing treatment to combat 2019– 
nCoV; 

(D) to cooperate fully with other govern-
ments, especially those in Southeast Asia, 
Africa, Latin America, and other regions 
whose health systems already face high bur-
dens and are operating from a lower base of 
capability, as well as international health 
organizations in combating 2019–nCoV; and 

(E) to cease efforts to exclude Taiwan from 
international organizations, including the 
World Health Organization and the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organization; 

(5) affirms the vital importance of Dr. Li’s 
belief that ‘‘[t]here should be more openness 
and transparency’’ in China; 

(6) affirms that freedom of expression is a 
social good that enables experts to sound 
public health warnings and helps citizens en-
sure that their government addresses weak-
nesses in crisis response; and 

(7) strongly supports the people of China in 
their demand for freedom of speech. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 36—SUPPORTING THE 
FARMERS BILL OF RIGHTS 

Mr. BOOKER (for himself and Mr. 
MERKLEY) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry: 

S. CON. RES. 36 

Whereas the Center for American Progress 
reported mergers and acquisitions have in-
creased corporate concentration across agri-
cultural markets, including monopolizing 85 
percent market share of the corn seed mar-
ket through the 4 largest firms in the seed 
sector; 

Whereas according to the Open Markets In-
stitute, the excessive concentration in the 
poultry industry has resulted in half of 
chicken farmers working in regions domi-
nated by only 1 or 2 processing monopolies, 
leaving them with little, if any, bargaining 
power for better contracts or growing terms; 

Whereas the Organization for Competitive 
Markets reported cattle prices paid to farm-
ers from 2013 to 2016 dropped by 13 percent, 
while during the same period prices paid for 
beef by consumers at the grocery store in-
creased by 4 percent, leading them to con-
clude that the prices paid to farmers and by 
consumers are not the result of a fair and 
just market; 

Whereas corporate concentration and abu-
sive practices in America’s food and farm 
sector are at detrimental highs, harming 
consumers, rural communities and family 

farmers and ranchers, including historically 
underserved farmers and ranchers, by— 

(1) diminishing the availability of seed 
choice; 

(2) limiting the accessibility of domestic 
farming lands; 

(3) increasing food prices and market ma-
nipulation; and 

(4) hindering access to traditional 
foodways and agricultural practices; 

Whereas according to the American Farm 
Bureau Federation, farm loan delinquencies 
are at a 6-year high and have increased over 
the past 24 quarters; 

Whereas increasing farm debt, decreasing 
incomes, and deteriorating overall condi-
tions for family farmers and ranchers have 
caused farm foreclosures and chapter 12 
bankruptcies to steadily increase over the 
past year; 

Whereas, according to the 2019 Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change Special 
Report, agriculture, forestry, and other land 
use activities accounted for 23 percent of net 
global anthropogenic emissions contributing 
to human-induced climate change, which is 
resulting in the ongoing deterioration of 
food systems, including irreversible impacts 
to the traditional farming practices and 
foodways of indigenous peoples and their 
lands; 

Whereas, according to the Midwest Center 
for Investigative Reporting, the foreign ac-
quisition of and increasing investments in 
American farmlands and agribusiness pre-
sents a risk to food system security and con-
tributes to increasing prices of the country’s 
farmland beyond the financial ability of 
local residents to purchase domestic farm 
land; and 

Whereas monopolization and an increase of 
large corporations and foreign interests in 
America’s farming sector, combined with a 
changing climate, creates an unprecedented 
negative impact on the regional economic 
strength and security of rural and Tribal 
communities: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), 
SECTION 1. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

That— 
(1) the Congress recognizes the many con-

tributions that family farmers and ranchers, 
including historically underserved farmers 
and ranchers, have made to America’s agri-
cultural industry, local food production, food 
sovereignty, rich variety of the country’s 
abundant food supply, and traditional and 
cultural agricultural practices; and 

(2) it is the sense of the Congress that the 
Federal Government should encourage sup-
port for family farmers and ranchers, in 
rural communities and on indigenous lands, 
and ensure access to open and fair agricul-
tural markets in the United States, by intro-
ducing the Farmers Bill of Rights. 
SEC. 2. FARMERS BILL OF RIGHTS. 

The Farmer’s Bill of Rights is as follows: 
(1) RIGHT TO FAIR, OPEN MARKETS.—There 

must be a competitive open marketplace to 
buy seeds, fertilizer, and other goods, and to 
sell produce, livestock, and meat for all peo-
ple. It has become nearly impossible for 
independent farmers, processors, seed sup-
pliers, mechanics, and other rural businesses 
to compete with multinational monopolies. 
Farmers need strong antitrust safeguards. 

(2) RIGHT TO FEED THEIR COMMUNITY.—Mul-
tinational corporations have taken control 
of the country’s food system by shutting out 
independent processing and distribution 
businesses, consequentially locking farmers 
out of their local markets and denying do-
mestic consumers local, regional, and cul-
turally traditional foods. In the United 
States, Native Americans suffer from the 
highest rates of food insecurity with African 
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Americans and Hispanic communities more 
food insecure than the national average, 
which could be remedied through investment 
in local food systems, greater regulatory 
flexibility, and Tribal self-governance pro-
grams. 

(3) RIGHT TO FAIR CAPITAL.—With the loss 
of community and regional banks, coupled 
with the extraction of wealth from rural 
communities by large corporations, farmers 
and local businesses cannot access the cap-
ital necessary to operate. Congress must en-
sure that all farmers, regardless of back-
ground, can access the credit and capital 
they need. This includes Native American 
producers and Tribal agricultural enterprises 
that often must contract with Federal agen-
cies for resources, and African-American 
farmers who have endured historical dis-
crimination accessing farm credit. 

(4) RIGHT TO PROTECT NATURAL RE-
SOURCES.—If large corporations want to pur-
chase land and operate megafarms, they 
have a duty to protect the Earth’s soil, 
water, and natural resources, as rural and in-
digenous farmers have for generations, in-
cluding the protection of acequias that sus-
tain accessibility to water, local agriculture, 
and traditional irrigation practices. Cor-
porate megafarms have a duty to support 
conservation by following reasonable stand-
ards for aquifer use, manure storage, and 
other land-use guidelines. Preserving land- 
based agricultural resources is vital to be-
ginning to mitigate the impacts of climate 
change and preserve natural resources for 
both the tradition of diversified rural family 
farming and the cultural sustainability of in-
digenous agricultural communities. 

(5) RIGHT TO LOCAL LAND CONTROL, PROP-
ERTY RIGHTS, AND PROTECTION OF TRIBAL 
LANDS AND SOVEREIGNTY.—Counties and other 
local governments should have the ability to 
pass and enforce ordinances regulating the 
size, placement, and scope of megafarms to 
protect the value of rural family farmers’ 
land and the surrounding environment. Afri-
can-American farmers and other historically 
underserved farmers and ranchers should re-
tain their land ownership and rights. Tribal 
Governments are sovereign nations with the 
inherent right to independently control their 
lands through self-governance programs to 
safeguard traditional foods and medicines for 
their citizens’ wellbeing and preservation of 
ceremonial practices of American Indian and 
Alaska Natives, including the expansion of 
historically diminished indigenous hunting, 
fishing, and gathering rights. 

(6) RIGHT TO FOOD SECURITY.—Foreign own-
ership hurts family farmers and ranchers and 
raises national security concerns. A strict 
cap on foreign ownership of farms, farmland, 
and agribusinesses should be set to ensure 
that all American farmers can access domes-
tic farm land. 

(7) RIGHT TO REPAIR.—Huge corporations 
and their Wall Street backers have gone so 
far as to prevent local businesses and farm-
ers from fixing their own tractors and equip-
ment, forcing them to pay corporate techni-
cians to make all repairs. A farmer should 
have the right to fix their own equipment as 
they see fit. 

(8) RIGHT TO TRANSPARENT LABELING.—A 
farmer should be able to label their food ac-
curately and transparently—including 
strong country of origin labeling standards. 

(9) RIGHT TO RURAL OPPORTUNITY.—Monopo-
lies have hollowed out local economies and 
taken away the traditional pathways of op-
portunity for free enterprise that helped 
communities thrive. No farmer should have 
to choose between continuing to operate 
their farm and getting access to good schools 
and health care. No farmer should have to 
choose between farming and providing a fu-

ture for their children. Farmers need the 
right to basic services in rural communities. 

(10) RIGHT TO PRESERVE A DIVERSE COMMU-
NITY OF FARMERS AND FARMING PRACTICES.— 
For too long, historically underserved farm-
ers and ranchers have lacked a voice on local 
and national agricultural policies and devel-
opment. Congress must ensure that histori-
cally underserved farmers and ranchers have 
fair opportunities in the market, a seat at 
the table in policy development, access to 
culturally relevant training and technical 
assistance, and equal treatment by all Fed-
eral agencies. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 1299. Mr. MCCONNELL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the joint resolution S.J. Res. 68, to direct 
the removal of United States Armed Forces 
from hostilities against the Islamic Republic 
of Iran that have not been authorized by 
Congress; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

SA 1300. Mr. MCCONNELL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the joint resolution S.J. Res. 68, supra; 
which was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

SA 1301. Mr. CRUZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
joint resolution S.J. Res. 68, supra; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

SA 1302. Mr. CRUZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
joint resolution S.J. Res. 68, supra; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

SA 1303. Mr. CRUZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
joint resolution S.J. Res. 68, supra; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

SA 1304. Mr. PERDUE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the joint resolution S.J. Res. 68, supra; 
which was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

SA 1305. Mr. COTTON submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
joint resolution S.J. Res. 68, supra; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

SA 1306. Mr. COTTON submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
joint resolution S.J. Res. 68, supra; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

SA 1307. Mr. COTTON submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
joint resolution S.J. Res. 68, supra; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

SA 1308. Mr. COTTON submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
joint resolution S.J. Res. 68, supra; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

SA 1309. Mr. ROUNDS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the joint resolution S.J. Res. 68, supra; 
which was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

SA 1310. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
joint resolution S.J. Res. 68, supra; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

SA 1311. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
joint resolution S.J. Res. 68, supra; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

SA 1312. Mr. SULLIVAN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 

to the joint resolution S.J. Res. 68, supra; 
which was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

SA 1313. Mr. KENNEDY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the joint resolution S.J. Res. 68, supra; 
which was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 1299. Mr. MCCONNELL submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the joint resolution S.J. Res. 
68, to direct the removal of United 
States Armed Forces from hostilities 
against the Islamic Republic of Iran 
that have not been authorized by Con-
gress; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations; as fol-
lows: 

On page 4, line 19, strike ‘‘imminent’’. 

SA 1300. Mr. MCCONNELL submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the joint resolution S.J. Res. 
68, to direct the removal of United 
States Armed Forces from hostilities 
against the Islamic Republic of Iran 
that have not been authorized by Con-
gress; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations; as fol-
lows: 

On page 4, line 19, strike ‘‘imminent’’. 

SA 1301. Mr. CRUZ submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the joint resolution S.J. Res. 68, 
to direct the removal of United States 
Armed Forces from hostilities against 
the Islamic Republic of Iran that have 
not been authorized by Congress; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations; as follows: 

In section 1, insert after paragraph (3) the 
following: 

(4) Members of the United States Armed 
Forces and intelligence community, and all 
those involved in the planning of the Janu-
ary 2, 2020, strike on Qasem Soleimani, in-
cluding President Donald J. Trump, should 
be commended for their efforts in a success-
ful mission. 

SA 1302. Mr. CRUZ submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the joint resolution S.J. Res. 68, 
to direct the removal of United States 
Armed Forces from hostilities against 
the Islamic Republic of Iran that have 
not been authorized by Congress; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations; as follows: 

In section 1, insert after paragraph (3) the 
following: 

(4) On January 2, 2020, United States per-
sonnel killed terrorist leader Qasem 
Soleimani during the course of a targeted 
strike against terrorists engaged in planning 
attacks against United States persons and 
personnel. 

SA 1303. Mr. CRUZ submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the joint resolution S.J. Res. 68, 
to direct the removal of United States 
Armed Forces from hostilities against 
the Islamic Republic of Iran that have 
not been authorized by Congress; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations; as follows: 
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