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When human beings are denied their uni-

versal freedoms, and when governments put 
in place dehumanizing rhetoric, policies, and 
laws; then hatred, violence, and suffering fol-
low. I urge my colleagues to stand with me in 
recognition of the plight suffered by ethnic Ar-
menians thirty years ago and to stand vigilant 
against the use of ethnic and religious hatred 
to stir violence against minorities here in the 
United States and around the world. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. RANDY ROUTON 

HON. VAN TAYLOR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 12, 2020 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize my friend, Mr. Randy Routon for 
his nearly thirty-four years of dedicated service 
in mental health as the Chief Executive Officer 
of LifePath Systems, a mental healthcare pro-
vider in Collin County. 

Randy’s steadfast leadership helped thou-
sands of families and individuals throughout 
our community gain access to life changing 
mental healthcare. Randy’s inspiring dedica-
tion was also illustrated by his role on many 
boards, committees, task forces, and clubs 
throughout our community. 

I proudly worked with him during my time in 
the state legislatures towards our shared goal 
of ensuring everyone in Collin County has a 
chance to receive high quality of mental 
healthcare. 

I know Randy looks forward to spending 
more time with his wife, Diane, as well as their 
six children and six grandchildren during his 
retirement. 

As Randy prepares to begin his next chap-
ter, I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in thank-
ing Randy Routon for his selfless and dedi-
cated career of serving those around him. 
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CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 12, 2020 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great respect and sincere admiration that I rise 
today to celebrate Black History Month and its 
2020 theme—African Americans and the Vote. 
2020 marks the 100th anniversary of the ratifi-
cation of the 19th Amendment. This year’s 
theme reflects on the extraordinary contribu-
tions of African Americans throughout the his-
tory of our democracy as we reflect on the on-
going efforts to ensure equality for all Ameri-
cans. As we reflect on the past, this year’s 
theme focuses on the fight to ensure that Afri-
can American voices and votes mattered in 
America. 

The year 2020 commemorates the 115th 
anniversary of the 15th Amendment, which 
granted African American men the right to 
vote. When the amendment was first intro-
duced, it did not mention black men. After the 

conclusion of the civil war, however, aboli-
tionist Frederick Douglas spoke before the 
Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society advo-
cating for the right for black men to vote. 
While the debate continued, in 1869, 150 Afri-
can American men from seventeen states 
gathered for the first national meeting of Afri-
can Americans in the history of the United 
States. 

The year 2020 also marks the 100th anni-
versary of the ratification of the 19th Amend-
ment. During this time, the Women’s Rights 
Movement was intertwined with the Antislavery 
Movement. African American women played a 
prominent role in the movement by organizing, 
attending, and speaking out at political and re-
ligious events, thus leading to the ratification 
of the 19th Amendment. We honor these 
brave and dedicated women who contributed 
to the foundation of African American liberty 
including Sojourner Truth, Harriet Tubman, 
Maria W. Stewart, Henrietta Purvis, Harriet 
Forten Purvis, and Sarah Redmon, among 
many others. As we pay tribute to these he-
roes of American history, let us remember 
their profound perseverance, sacrifice, and 
struggle in the fight for freedom and equality 
and the remarkable impact their contributions 
have had in shaping our great nation. This 
month and always, it is important that we 
honor and celebrate America’s greatest advo-
cates for equal rights and civil liberties. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and my dis-
tinguished colleagues join me in celebrating 
Black History Month and honoring those who 
fought, and continue to fight, for civil rights 
and justice. We honor the African American 
men and women who have played such a cru-
cial role in changing the landscape of Amer-
ican society for the better. 
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF 
PAULDING COUNTY’S 200TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 12, 2020 

Mr. LATTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the Bicentennial of Paulding County, 
Ohio, the last frontier to be settled in our great 
state. Our country was founded because of 
the brave pioneers who ventured into the 
Great Outdoors in order to create a better life 
for future settlers. 

In 1819, Captain James Riley and his sur-
veyors trudged through the mosquito infested 
Great Black Swamp to lay out the township 
lines for what would later become Paulding 
County. 

The Great Black Swamp covered more than 
1,500 square miles. It was created more than 
10,000 years ago after the glaciers receded 
and formed the Great Lakes. From the sur-
veyor’s notes, we know that the Ottawa and 
Shawnee Indian tribes inhabited this land of 
deciduous swamp forest. The giant oaks, hick-
ory, elm, ash, and many other large tree spe-
cies created a dense canopy, which blocked 
sunlight from reaching the forest floor. The 
dense forest and mucky conditions made set-
tlement of the area extremely difficult as 
Paulding County, in its entirety, laid beneath 

the swamp. The landscape required drastic al-
terations before settlers were able to make 
Paulding County into the flat, agriculturally rich 
region that it is today. 

In 1820, this area was named Paulding 
County in honor of John Paulding, an Amer-
ican hero during the American Revolution who 
aided in the capture of Major John Andre, a 
British spy who was the co-conspirator of 
Benedict Arnold. 

The celebration of the 200th Anniversary of 
Paulding County reminds our community of 
the determination and pioneering attitude upon 
which counties throughout Ohio and our coun-
try were founded. Congratulations to Paulding 
County on this significant milestone. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BAKU POGROMS 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 12, 2020 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in recognition of the 30th anniversary of the 
Baku Pogroms against Christian Armenians 
that took place from 1988 to 1990. In February 
1988, the Armenian population in Soviet-con-
trolled Azerbaijan became the victim of racially 
motived, violent pogroms that started after 
peaceful protests took place against Moscow’s 
arbitrary separation of Armenia and decades 
of repression and discrimination. The violence 
began with the Sumgait pogroms in February 
of 1988, and continued in Kirovabad (Novem-
ber 1988), and Baku (January 1990). Fol-
lowing this, the Armenian community suffered 
through a failed war of aggression by Baku to 
subjugate the people of Artsakh. 

During this time, hundreds of Armenian civil-
ians were killed, raped, beaten, maimed, and 
expelled from their homes for no reason other 
than their ethnicity. These hateful acts were 
fueled by anti-Armenian rhetoric from Azer-
baijani officials and citizens. These pogroms 
were part of a systemic effort to ethnically 
cleanse Azerbaijan of Armenians and to send 
a message to Armenians to stop challenging 
Soviet Azerbaijani authorities. 

For over 30 years, Azerbaijan has at-
tempted to cover up these crimes against hu-
manity and has propped up the perpetrators of 
the Baku and Sumgait Pogroms as national 
heroes. It is critical that the United States gov-
ernment recognize and denounce this eth-
nically motivated violence and attacks on inno-
cent children, women, and men in Armenian 
communities. 

We must all be aware of the history of vio-
lence targeting the Armenian people. I am 
grateful that the State of Illinois emphasizes 
Armenian genocide education and I will work 
with my colleagues to promote legislation to 
help facilitate more states doing the same. We 
must ensure that the victims of the Sumgait 
and Baku pogroms are never forgotten and 
that such hateful acts of violence never hap-
pen again. We must remain committed to 
achieving a lasting peace in the Caucasus, 
and ensure that the people of Artsakh are able 
to live free from Azerbaijani abuse and ag-
gression. 
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RECOGNITION OF EMILIE MA, PRU-

DENTIAL SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY 
AWARDS HONOREE 

HON. ANDY BIGGS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 12, 2020 

Mr. BIGGS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Emilie Ma, a young student from my 
district who has been named an honoree in 
Arizona by the 2020 Prudential Spirit of Com-
munity Awards program. She was recognized 
for volunteering her time to help families strug-
gling with poverty. 

Ms. Ma assists with charitable efforts for 
low-income families at the Native Health Cen-
ter. She donates her time to a club she found-
ed at her school named the Modern Health 
Organization which provides services to pa-
tients with mental and physical needs. Ms. Ma 
has been an example to her peers, inspiring 
them to care for others and their communities. 

We must encourage and support the kind of 
selfless contributions young citizens like Ms. 
Ma make in the lives of others. We all need 
more empathy. Everyone can work together to 
help the health and vitality of our towns and 
neighborhoods. Young volunteers, like Ms. 
Ma, are inspiring examples to all of us and are 
among our brightest hopes for a better tomor-
row. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE GREATER PHOE-
NIX GAY & LESBIAN CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE 

HON. RUBEN GALLEGO 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 12, 2020 

Mr. GALLEGO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the fortieth anniversary of 
the Greater Phoenix Gay & Lesbian Chamber 
of Commerce (GPGLCC). As one of the long-
est-standing LGBT agencies in our state, 
GPGLCC has promoted an inclusive business 
environment by empowering and supporting 
LGBT and LGBT-allied businesses in Phoenix. 

The GPGLCC is the oldest non-profit LGBT 
chamber of commerce in the United States 
and has been recognized as one of the 
strongest and fastest growing in the nation. By 
expanding opportunities for its over 2,000 
members and supporting Phoenix charitable 
organizations, the chamber has fostered eco-
nomic justice within the LGBT community and 
a spirit of giving in the city’s private sector. In 
addition to monthly professional development 
and networking events, the GPGLCC encour-
ages community engagement through events 
like ‘‘LGBT Night Out at the Ballet’’ and their 
Small Business Saturday Block Party. They 
have cultivated a well-rounded outlook in 
which businesses are not only economically 
beneficial to their community; they contribute 
to the culture and environment of their area as 
well. 

As the organization celebrates its fortieth 
anniversary, I wish to congratulate the Greater 
Phoenix Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Com-
merce on all of its achievements and thank 
them for their service to our city. 

RECOGNIZING LITHUANIAN 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 12, 2020 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is my 
distinct pleasure to take this moment to recog-
nize Lithuanian Independence Day. The Lith-
uanian American Community, Inc., East Chi-
cago Chapter, will be commemorating this 
special occasion with a celebratory event on 
Sunday, February 16, 2020, at the Chesterton 
Moose Lodge 1623 in Chesterton, Indiana. 

On February 16, 1918, an Act of Independ-
ence was signed by the Council of Lithuania, 
which gave the country its independence from 
Germany. This day is proudly celebrated as 
State Independence Day. Lithuania maintained 
its independence until 1940 when it was an-
nexed by Russia. The country remained under 
Soviet rule for almost fifty years before regain-
ing its freedom in 1990. Independence Res-
toration Day is celebrated on March 11 each 
year in honor of Lithuania’s reestablished 
independence. Lithuanians in Northwest Indi-
ana and all over the world celebrate these 
days of independence with great enthusiasm 
and pride. 

The members and leaders of the Lithuanian 
American Community, Inc., East Chicago 
Chapter, are to be honored, not only for their 
commitment to preserving tradition, but also 
for their dedication to civic, cultural, edu-
cational, and social programs. For their signifi-
cant contributions to the community of North-
west Indiana and beyond, the members and 
leaders of the Lithuanian American Commu-
nity, Inc., East Chicago Chapter, are worthy of 
the highest praise. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you and my other 
distinguished colleagues to join me in cele-
brating Lithuanian Independence Day and 
honoring the members and leaders of the Lith-
uanian American Community, Inc., East Chi-
cago Chapter, for their loyalty and dedication 
to their culture and traditions. The Lithuanian 
community has played a key role in enriching 
the quality of life and diversity of Northwest In-
diana, and we are truly grateful for the organi-
zation’s service to Northwest Indiana and be-
yond. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF LIEU-
TENANT GENERAL THOMAS A. 
BUSSIERE 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 12, 2020 

Mr. YOUNG. Madam Speaker, I am deeply 
honored to express my gratitude to Lieutenant 
General Thomas A. Bussiere for his years of 
dedicated service to the United States of 
America, the Air Force, and the great state of 
Alaska. 

As Commander of Alaskan North American 
Aerospace Defense Command Region, Alas-
kan Command, and Eleventh Air Force, at 
Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska, he 
is responsible for the integration of all military 
activities in the Alaskan joint operations area, 
operations to defend North American air sov-

ereignty from foreign military aviation incur-
sions, and the planning and execution of all 
homeland defense operations within the area 
of responsibility. 

In 1935 Brigadier General Billy Mitchell stat-
ed, ‘‘I believe that in the future, whoever holds 
Alaska will hold the world. I think it is the most 
important strategic place in the world.’’ Since 
taking command in August 2018, General 
Bussiere has expanded upon General Mitch-
ell’s sentiment and has become a tireless ad-
vocate for Alaska and Arctic readiness. So 
much so that he is the first Alaskan Command 
Commander to be designated as the 
USNORTHCOM Lead for Arctic Affairs. 

Since graduating from the Air Force Re-
serve Officer Training Corps at Norwich Uni-
versity in 1985, General Bussiere has exempli-
fied what it means to be an American Airman. 
However, he is more than the stars on his 
shoulders and the wings and ribbons on his 
chest that illustrate his military career. General 
Bussiere has also endeared himself to Alas-
ka’s communities. Additionally, he has contin-
ued to work with and advocate for Alaska Na-
tives. In a show of respect, three Native com-
munities bestowed Native names upon him; 
giving him the Inupiat name of Alongnonnuq, 
the Yup’ik name Evuneq, and the Tlingit name 
Litseenikaa. 

On January 13, 2020, Secretary of Defense 
Mark T. Esper announced that the President 
nominated General Bussiere for assignment 
as Deputy Commander, U.S. Strategic Com-
mand. While I am saddened to see him leave 
Alaska, I am proud that he will continue serv-
ing as a sentinel for our Nation. 

f 

STANDING UP FOR SOCIAL SECU-
RITY, MEDICARE, AND MEDICAID 

HON. ANGIE CRAIG 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 12, 2020 

Ms. CRAIG. Madam Speaker, the Presi-
dent’s budget, released yesterday, proposed 
cuts to Medicare, Medicaid, and Social Secu-
rity. I’ll never stand for that. We have to make 
sure that we’re protecting our seniors. We 
can’t go back to a time when our seniors were 
living in poverty. We also have to make sure 
that we protect folks with disabilities. 

I have authored a number of pieces of legis-
lation that would reduce out-of-pocket costs 
and the price of prescription drugs. We can’t 
support this budget, and I’ll keep fighting to 
make sure that health care is affordable and 
that we take care of this nation’s seniors. 

f 

HONORING MR. JAMIE WILLIS FOR 
HIS SERVICE TO OUR NATION 

HON. ROGER WILLIAMS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 12, 2020 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor a great Texan and United States Army 
veteran, Jamie Willis of Copperas Cove, 
Texas. 

Since 2016, Jamie has run Canes for Vet-
erans Central Texas, an organization that cre-
ates free walking sticks for veterans in need. 
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