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OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, February 25, 2020. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
February 25, 2020, at 9:38 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 995. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
CHERYL L. JOHNSON. 

f 

HONORING ROSA NACCARATO 

(Mr. SUOZZI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, I have spo-
ken in this Chamber before about my 
father’s American success story as an 
Italian immigrant. Today, I rise to tell 
the story of another Italian immigrant 
success story, the story of my constitu-
ent’s mother, Rosa Naccarato. 

Rosa died unexpectedly this past 
Christmas, only 2 weeks shy of her 95th 
birthday. 

In 1955, Rosa left Italy with her hus-
band and six children, leaving behind 
her friends and family, all in pursuit of 
the American Dream. Think of the 
tears that were shed as family and a 
way of life were left behind and as they 
faced the unknown. 

The Naccaratos arrived in America 
with only $200 in their pocket. They 
worked hard and experienced tremen-
dous hardships and personal affronts 
because they didn’t speak English. But 
they refused to believe that they were 
second-class citizens. 

They persevered, and their children 
all achieved tremendous success. Their 
son, Anthony Naccarato, my con-
stituent, was recently installed as the 
New York State president of the Sons 
and Daughters of Italy. 

Anthony asked me to speak up on be-
half of his mother and all immigrants 
who make the leap of faith to leave ev-
erything behind and come to America 
to try and live the American Dream. 
Hopefully, Rosa Naccarato’s story will 
inspire others to persevere through the 
hardships, the discrimination, and the 
outright disrespect. 

Mr. Speaker, today, we honor Rosa 
Naccarato. God bless her, and God bless 
the United States of America. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4:15 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 8 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1615 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 

tempore (Ms. SCANLON) at 4 o’clock and 
15 minutes p.m. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States were commu-
nicated to the House by Miss Kaitlyn 
Roberts, one of his secretaries. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

GOLD STAR SPOUSES AND 
SPOUSES OF INJURED SERVICE-
MEMBERS LEASING RELIEF EX-
PANSION ACT OF 2019 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2227) to amend the Service-
members Civil Relief Act to authorize 
spouses of servicemembers who incur a 
catastrophic injury or illness or die 
while in military service to terminate 
leases of premises and motor vehicles, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2227 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Gold Star 
Spouses and Spouses of Injured 
Servicemembers Leasing Relief Expansion 
Act of 2019’’. 
SEC. 2. CLARIFICATION OF TERMINATION OF 

LEASES OF PREMISES AND MOTOR 
VEHICLES OF SERVICEMEMBERS 
WHO INCUR CATASTROPHIC INJURY 
OR ILLNESS OR DIE WHILE IN MILI-
TARY SERVICE. 

(a) CATASTROPHIC INJURIES AND ILL-
NESSES.—Paragraph (4) of section 305(a) of 
the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50 
U.S.C. 3955(a)), as added by section 545 of the 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2020 (Public Law 116–92), is amended 
to read as follows: 

‘‘(4) CATASTROPHIC INJURY OR ILLNESS OF 
LESSEE.— 

‘‘(A) TERMINATION.—If the lessee on a lease 
described in subsection (b) incurs a cata-
strophic injury or illness during a period of 
military service or while performing covered 
service, during the one-year period beginning 
on the date on which the lessee incurs such 
injury or illness— 

‘‘(i) the lessee may terminate the lease; or 
‘‘(ii) in the case of a lessee who lacks the 

mental capacity to contract or to manage 
his or her own affairs (including disburse-
ment of funds without limitation) due to 
such injury or illness, the spouse or depend-
ent of the lessee may terminate the lease. 

‘‘(B) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph: 
‘‘(i) The term ‘catastrophic injury or ill-

ness’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 439(g) of title 37, United States Code. 

‘‘(ii) The term ‘covered service’ means full- 
time National Guard duty, active Guard and 

Reserve duty, or inactive-duty training (as 
such terms are defined in section 101(d) of 
title 10, United States Code)’’. 

(b) DEATHS.—Paragraph (3) of such section 
is amended by striking ‘‘The spouse of the 
lessee’’ and inserting ‘‘The spouse or depend-
ent of the lessee’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. TAKANO) and the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DAVID P. 
ROE) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
insert extraneous material on H.R. 
2227, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
H.R. 2227, as amended, the Gold Star 
Spouses and Spouses of Injured Serv-
icemembers Leasing Relief Expansion 
Act of 2019. 

This bill was introduced by Rep-
resentative CHERI BUSTOS of Illinois. I 
thank her for her work with the com-
mittee. It expands on the work the 
committee did last Congress with Rep-
resentative BUSTOS to improve the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. 

This bill ensures that active and re-
serve component servicemembers and 
their spouses or dependents who are 
catastrophically injured while in serv-
ice to this Nation have the ability to 
break their home and vehicle leases up 
to a year after their injury so that the 
family can modify their living situa-
tion to what best suits their new needs. 

Servicemembers and families under-
go difficult life transitions because of 
catastrophic injuries. Families should 
have the flexibility to be at their serv-
icemember’s side during recovery and 
the ability to easily move closer to 
family, friends, or other support net-
works. 

Families dealing with the cata-
strophic injury of their loved ones 
should not have to worry about leases 
and cancellation fees. 

Madam Speaker, this bill is an out-
growth of the bill Mrs. BUSTOS led last 
Congress and was the suggestion of the 
Paralyzed Veterans of America. It also 
clarifies similar legislation that passed 
in the National Defense Authorization 
Act last year. 

H.R. 2227, as amended, would make it 
clear that catastrophically disabled 
servicemembers who have the mental 
capacity to terminate a lease may do 
so. It is not only spouses and depend-
ents who are protected by the Service-
members Civil Relief Act. 

Madam Speaker, I thank Dr. 
Wenstrup, a former member of this 
committee, for his focus on the issue 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1175 February 25, 2020 
and for working with Mrs. BUSTOS on 
this bill. I also thank the Paralyzed 
Veterans of America for highlighting 
the need to include catastrophically 
disabled veterans and families in our 
work to improve the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act. 

Finally, I applaud the bipartisan 
work of Congressmen Levin and Bili-
rakis on this bill and their work on the 
Economic Opportunity Subcommittee. 

I encourage all of my colleagues to 
join me in voting for H.R. 2227, as 
amended. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee. 
Madam Speaker, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, today I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 2227, as amended, the Gold 
Star Spouses and Spouses of Injured 
Servicemembers Leasing Relief Act of 
2019. 

This bill would build upon legislation 
enacted last Congress and in the fiscal 
year 2020 National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act to amend the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act to allow a surviving 
spouse of a servicemember who died on 
active duty to terminate a property 
lease following the servicemember’s 
death. 

This bill would expand that allow-
ance to include motor vehicle leases 
and provide the same protection for 
spouses of servicemembers who are 
catastrophically injured in service. 

Madam Speaker, the last thing a hus-
band or wife should have to worry 
about when their servicemember 
spouse dies or is grievously injured in 
service to our country are late fees or 
penalties for terminating a lease for a 
car or property. Ensuring that they 
don’t have to is the very least we can 
do in exchange for their sacrifice. 

I thank my colleagues, Congress-
woman CHERI BUSTOS from Illinois, my 
friend Dr. BRAD WENSTRUP from Ohio, a 
fellow veteran and former senior com-
mittee member, as well as all the other 
Members of Congress who worked so 
hard on this bill in order to clarify 
these protections for these most de-
serving men and women. 

I encourage and urge all my col-
leagues to join me in supporting H.R. 
2227, as amended, 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 
have no further speakers. I am pre-
pared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee. 
Madam Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
WENSTRUP), my good friend, and Iraq 
war veteran. I commend him on his 
work on this bill. 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Madam Speaker, it 
is a tragedy any time a United States 
servicemember is killed or gravely in-
jured in the line of duty. Those events, 
however, don’t happen in a vacuum. 
They have lasting impacts on that 
hero’s family and their loved ones. 

That is why I rise in support of this 
bill, H.R. 2227, which I introduced with 
Representative BUSTOS. Our legislation 
would give spouses and dependents of 
servicemembers who are killed or cata-
strophically injured in the line of duty 
the flexibility to move closer to family 
and friends for support, because no one 
enduring that type of life-altering 
event should go through it alone. 

In 2018, Representative BUSTOS and I 
worked together to pass the Gold Star 
Spouses Leasing Relief Act and get it 
signed into law. It gave Gold Star 
spouses the ability to terminate their 
property leases without penalty if their 
servicemember was killed in the line of 
duty. 

We expanded those protections to in-
clude auto leases, as well, in last year’s 
National Defense Authorization Act. 

Now, this bill builds upon the good 
work of those two efforts by extending 
those protections to dependents of 
servicemembers in addition to spouses. 

I thank Representative BUSTOS and 
the members of the House Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs for their work in 
bringing this important bill to the 
floor. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 2227. 

Mr. DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee. 
Madam Speaker, I yield myself the bal-
ance of my time. 

Madam Speaker, I encourage all of 
my colleagues to support this bill. 

This takes me back to when I was in 
college in 1965, and my scout master 
was killed in Vietnam leaving behind 
four children. They were responsible 
for all these things with no resources, 
no money. I think our lives then were 
worth, at the most, if you bought extra 
insurance, $20,000, not much money. 

This is the right thing to do. I am 
sorry it took 50 years to get it done. I 
certainly appreciate all of my col-
leagues, especially my good friend Dr. 
WENSTRUP and Representative BUSTOS 
who brought this to our attention and 
got it done. 

I encourage all my colleagues to sup-
port this bill 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

I associate myself with the remarks 
of the ranking member. A catastrophic 
medical condition associated with 
someone who has worn the uniform of 
our Nation in service of our Nation 
should not also be accompanied by his 
family or her family needing to worry 
about paying off a lease on a home or 
a car. 

The law of the United States should 
reflect the gratitude that the people 
have for a servicemember’s service to 
our country. This is the right thing to 
do, and I encourage all of my col-
leagues to, again, join me in passing 
H.R. 2227, as amended. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 

the gentleman from California (Mr. 
TAKANO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2227, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to amend the Serv-
icemembers Civil Relief Act to clarify 
the authority of servicemembers who 
incur a catastrophic injury or illness 
while in military service to terminate 
leases of premises and motor vehicles, 
and for other purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

G.I. AND VETERANS EDUCATION 
EMPOWERMENT ACT 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4852) to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to require the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to make 
available to veterans certain addi-
tional information about postsec-
ondary educational institutions, and 
for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4852 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘G.I. and Vet-
erans Education Empowerment Act’’ or the 
‘‘GIVE Act’’. 
SEC. 2. INFORMATION PROVIDED BY DEPART-

MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
ABOUT POSTSECONDARY EDU-
CATIONAL INSTITUTIONS. 

(a) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO BE PRO-
VIDED.—Subsection (c) of section 3698 of title 
38, United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)(C)— 
(A) in clause (xi), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 

end; 
(B) in clause (xii), by striking the period 

and inserting a semicolon; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following new 

clauses: 
‘‘(xiii) whether the institution is listed on 

the College Navigator website as affiliated 
with a religion and, if so, which religious de-
nomination; 

‘‘(xiv) whether the Secretary of Education 
or other head of a department or agency of 
the Federal Government has determined that 
the institution is a minority serving institu-
tion and, if so, which one or more types of 
minority serving institutions; and 

‘‘(xv) whether the institution is gender spe-
cific.’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2), by adding at the end 
the following new sentence: ‘‘To the extent 
practicable, the Secretary shall ensure that 
such information is provided in a searchable 
format.’’. 

(b) DEFINITION.—Subsection (f) of such sec-
tion is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new paragraphs: 

‘‘(3) The term ‘College Navigator website’ 
has the meaning given that term in section 
132 of the Higher Education Act (20 U.S.C. 
1015a). 

‘‘(4) The term ‘minority serving institu-
tion’ means any of the following: 

‘‘(A) A part B institution, as such term is 
defined in section 322(2) of the Higher Edu-
cation Act (20 U.S.C. 1061(2)). 
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