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strictest people they know, but they will also 
tell you she is like a second mother to them. 
The key to the Isiserettes’ success is the fam-
ily atmosphere fostered by Ms. Pam and her 
team. 

It should not go without notice that 
Isiserettes Drill and Drum Corps is a volun-
teer-led organization. Ms. Pam does not re-
ceive a single dime for the thousands of hours 
she puts into the organization every year. She 
does it out of the goodness of her heart, the 
benefits to our community, and her commit-
ment to the success of her students. Ms. Pam 
has built the tradition, pride, and dedication 
that has sustained the Isiserettes for 40 years. 

It is Ms. Pam’s dedication to providing a 
safe place for students to express themselves 
through music and dance that makes her a pil-
lar of our community. It is an honor to com-
memorate Ms. Pam and recognize her as the 
Iowan of the Week. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 27, 2020 

Mr. REED. Madam Speaker, on Friday, 
February 7, 2020, I was unable to vote on Roll 
Call No. 52: Amendment No. 1 offered by 
Rep. Shalala. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

I was unable to vote on Roll Call No. 53: 
Motion to Recommit. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

I was also unable to vote on Roll Call No. 
54: Passage of H.R. 5687, Emergency Sup-
plemental Appropriations for Disaster Relief 
and Puerto Rico Disaster Tax Relief Act. Had 
I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CENTRALIA 
COMPETITIVE DANCE TEAM 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 27, 2020 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the Centralia High School Competi-
tive Dance Team for its first-place finish in the 
2020 Class 1A Illinois state dance competition. 

After the first day of competition, Centralia 
found itself in third place. By the thrilling con-
clusion of the event the next day, though, 
Centralia was hoisting the championship tro-
phy. 

Centralia finished with 97.18 points, beating 
its nearest competitor by nearly a full point. 
The score would have been high enough to 
top Class 2A, as well. Teams are evaluated in 
categories such as choreography, difficulty of 
the music, technique, synchronization, staging, 
spacing, and showmanship. 

Centralia’s victory is a testament to great 
coaching, hard work, skill, and raw nerve. The 
squad is coached by Bethany Lorenzini. Team 
members include Jestin Taylor, Andrew John-
son, Ali Moreno, Gracie Moore, Elijah Jones, 
Erica Burnett, Clara Peroo, Alyssa Smith, 
Katelyn Parker, William Collins, Destiny Wal-
lace, Reed Mays, Kailynn Witherspoon, Cash 
Berry, Zoe White, and Sophia Schossler. Man-
agers are Diamond Battle and Ece Polat. 

The state championship is the first in any 
IHSA competition for Centralia since it claimed 
the Scholastic Bowl during the 1990–91 
school year. 

Madam Speaker, it is with great pleasure I 
stand to recognize the Centralia Competitive 
Dance Team and offer it my sincere congratu-
lations on being state champion. I wish the 
team all the best in the future. 

f 

IN HONOR OF EL AMOR M. 
BRAWNE ALI 

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 27, 2020 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, it is an honor and privilege 
to recognize a dedicated public servant who 
continues to make our community proud as a 
Ward Leader. As public officials, entrusted by 
their peers to oversee elections and party ac-
tivity, Philadelphia Ward Leaders represent a 
corps of unsung heroes that help facilitate the 
progress that molds our city. I am honored to 
be joined by one of our most distinguished, 
esteemed Ward Leaders today, and in com-
memoration of Black History Month, ensure 
that their contributions to our city remain en-
shrined in our historical record for generations 
to recognize. 

Black History Month is more than a mere 
byline on the month of February, it is an op-
portunity to celebrate and recognize the ex-
traordinary contributions that the African Amer-
ican community has made, and continues to 
make, on our nation’s history and culture. And 
I can think of no honoree more deserving of 
this recognition, who embodies the selfless 
commitment to their neighbors and peers, than 
Ms. El. 

El Amor M. Brawne Ali, of Ward 37, has 
also taken it upon herself to invest in our city’s 
youth. Beyond her work for local candidates 
and elections, she has undertaken projects 
that will provide structured activity to keep kids 
involved after school. This manifests itself in 
many ways, one of which is through her ef-
forts to revitalize Fotterall Square Park. What 
used to be a vibrant gathering place has since 
devolved to abandoned fields and neglected 
playgrounds, but with El Amor’s leadership, 
Fotterall is back on track to reach its full po-
tential. The impact of her efforts will transform 
the neighborhood for these kids, their kids, 
and generations to follow. I thank Ms. El. 

Taking after the long lineage of Philadel-
phians who have helped sculpt our democracy 
into an increasingly inclusive system that en-
courages public participation, Ms. El has left 
her own mark on our city. I look forward to 
years of collaboration so we can create a 
more inclusive, representative democracy 
throughout our community. 

HONORING THE PASADENA HOST 
LIONS CLUB’S CENTENNIAL AN-
NIVERSARY 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 27, 2020 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the Pasadena Host Lions Club upon 
its centennial anniversary. 

Lions Club International began in 1917 with 
a mission to encourage volunteers to serve 
their communities, promote peace and inter-
national understanding, and improve the world 
with kindness by meeting humanitarian needs. 
Currently, Lions Club International has 1.4 mil-
lion members in forty-seven thousand Lions 
Clubs. As the fifth Lions Club in the state of 
California, the Pasadena Host Lions Club was 
chartered on March 26, 1920. 

For 100 years, Pasadena Host Lions Club 
members have provided innumerable hours of 
dedicated service toward the improvement of 
the Pasadena community, with an emphasis 
on persons with disabilities, seniors, youth and 
the homeless. Helen Keller referred to Lions 
Clubs as the ‘‘Knights of the Blind,’’ for their 
support of organizations that serve those im-
paired in sight. This is seen through Pasadena 
Host Lions Club supporting White Cane Safety 
Day—providing Lions the opportunity to raise 
awareness on safe navigation of the visually 
impaired, support of other local groups for the 
visually impaired, assisting the founding of 
Lions Eye Foundation of Southern California, 
and creating the Pasadena Lions Memorial 
Trust for the welfare of persons with disabil-
ities and children. 

Other organizations the club supports in-
clude the Aspen Camp of the Deaf and Hard 
of Hearing, Pasadena Police Foundation, 
American Red Cross, Pasadena Senior Cen-
ter, City of Hope, Union Station Homeless 
Services, Pasadena Jaycees, Young and 
Healthy, Pasadena YMCA and the Salvation 
Army. 

In addition, the club provides youth scholar-
ships, and currently has six charter LEO Clubs 
for youth that focus on leadership, experience, 
opportunity and service. 

Pasadena Host Lions Club members have 
faithfully served the greater Pasadena area for 
one hundred years. I ask all Members to join 
with me in commending the Pasadena Host 
Lions Club on their celebration of hundred 
years of service. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CHIEF EDWIN 
ALLEN, JR. 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 27, 2020 

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Edwin Allen Jr. who is 
retiring from the City of Fredericksburg’s Fire 
Department. He served as their Fire Chief for 
the last 16 years and substantially contributed 
to city’s public safety. Edwin had a long, re-
warding career serving the community and 
working for the great people of the First Dis-
trict. 

45 years ago, the Fredericksburg Fire De-
partment hired Edwin. As an ecstatic, driven 
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man, Edwin rose through the ranks and be-
came a Lieutenant by 1986, then a Captain 
the following year. His service did not dis-
appoint because by the mid-1990s, he 
oversaw critical operations for the Department. 
Soon enough, Edwin found himself leading the 
Fire Department as their new Chief by 2004. 

As Fire Chief, he exceptionally performed 
his duties and gained a reputation for his ef-
fective management capacity. He secured mil-
lions in grant funding and amazingly acquired 
more responsibilities for the Department. The 
increased responsibilities expanded the force 
and augmented operational capacity. The re-
sponsibilities included expansion in emergency 
medical services and even water rescue serv-
ices. With Edwin at the helm for 16 years, he 
understood the value of camaraderie and his 
distinguished service is worthy of veneration. 
His love for firefighting and passion for serving 
his community should be admired by all of us. 

Therefore, Madam Speaker, join me to rec-
ognize Chief Allen’s service to the First District 
and to the Commonwealth. His dedication to 
the Fire Department exemplifies the type of 
leadership that our great Nation demands. Let 
us wish Edwin the best during his retirement, 
as his rest is well deserved. On behalf of the 
First District, we say thank you. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DR. WALTER 
‘‘WALLY’’ WILKERSON 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 27, 2020 

Mr. BRADY. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor Dr. Walter ‘‘Wally’’ 
Wilkerson’s service to the community as a 
physician, community leader, and as Chair-
man of the Montgomery County Republican 
Party for fifty-six years. 

Born and raised in Bryan, Texas, Dr. 
Wilkerson stayed close to home and earned a 
Bachelor’s Degree in biology from Texas A&M 
University in 1951. After graduation, Dr. 
Wilkerson pursued a Medical Degree from the 
prestigious University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical School in 1955. Just one year after 
finishing medical school, Dr. Wilkerson joined 
the United States Navy and spent two years 
as a General Medical Officer. While stationed 
at Miramar Naval Air Station in San Diego, 
California, Dr. Wilkerson served aboard the 
USS Hooper Island. In the summer of 1958, 
Dr. Wilkerson participated in the historic atom-
ic weapon test operation known as Operation 
Hardtack at Eniwetok Atoll in the southwest 
Pacific Ocean. 

When it was time to return to civilian life, he 
found his way back to home to Texas and 
joined his family in Conroe. After encourage-
ment from his father, he introduced himself to 
a local family medical practitioner, Dr. Deane 
Sadler. After shadowing Dr. Sadler for a day, 
a simple handshake sealed the deal and Dr. 
Wilkerson joined his clinic. Over the years, Dr. 
Sadler, became not only a business partner, 
but a mentor and a friend. 

Eager to get involved in the community, Dr. 
Wilkerson entered the Conroe political scene 
while working at Sadler Clinic. In 1964, he ran 
successfully for Chairman of the Montgomery 
County Republican Party. The following years 
of leadership and devoted service to the com-

munity earned him the nickname ‘‘King Wally.’’ 
Dr. Wilkerson has received several accolades 
for his effective leadership, vision, and hard 
work, has been selected as a delegate for 
multiple Republican National Conventions, and 
continues to be active in the Associated Re-
publicans of Texas. In 1989, Governor William 
P. Clements appointed Dr. Wilkerson as a 
member of the San Jacinto River Authority 
Board. In 1995, Governor George W. Bush se-
lected Dr. Wilkerson to Chair the Texas Board 
of Health. 

In 1996, Dr. Wilkerson retired from family 
medicine after thirty-eight years of service and 
dedication to his community. Today, he relin-
quishes the helm as Chairman of the Mont-
gomery County Republican Patty. Dr. 
Wilkerson is respected by many and has been 
a faithful friend and source of professional 
guidance to many. We are thankful he chose 
to make a lasting difference right here in our 
community. Our entire community has been 
inspired by your character, integrity, patience, 
fairness and optimism. Your principles of free-
dom and limited government enhance the lives 
and opportunity for the people we seek to 
serve. 

I join the communities of Conroe and Mont-
gomery County in thanking Dr. Wilkerson, and 
I am proud to join him and his wife Neddie 
Jane in celebrating this amazing milestone of 
service and leadership for fifty-six successful 
years. 

f 

IN HONOR OF ARTHUR GREEN 

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 27, 2020 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, it is an honor and privilege 
to recognize a dedicated public servant who 
continues to make our community proud as a 
Ward Leader. As public officials, entrusted by 
their peers to oversee elections and party ac-
tivity, Philadelphia Ward Leaders represent a 
corps of unsung heroes that help facilitate the 
progress that molds our city. I am honored to 
be joined by one of our most distinguished, 
esteemed Ward Leaders today, and in com-
memoration of Black History Month, ensure 
that their contributions to our city remain en-
shrined in our historical record for generations 
to recognize. 

Black History Month is more than a mere 
byline on the month of February, it is an op-
portunity to celebrate and recognize the ex-
traordinary contributions that the African Amer-
ican community has made, and continues to 
make, on our nation’s history and culture. And 
I can think of no honoree more deserving of 
this recognition, who embodies the selfless 
commitment to their neighbors and peers, than 
Arthur Green. 

Arthur Green, who proudly served our na-
tion’s Navy before taking over the helm of 
Ward 14, oversees a smooth electoral oper-
ation, but also is a dedicated advocate on be-
half of his constituents. Instrumental in the for-
mulation of the 14th Ward Registered Commu-
nity Organization, Arthur has made it a priority 
to ensure that as the East Poplar area con-
tinues its developmental boom, residents will 
reap the benefits while avoiding gentrification- 
induced displacement. His efforts will bolster 

quality of life for those who live in Ward 14 
and serve as a model for our entire city as it 
struggles with gentrification. I am grateful to 
have Arthur on the frontlines of this fight, and 
I thank him for his work on behalf of Ward 14. 
I thank Arthur for his service. 

Taking after the long lineage of Philadel-
phians who have helped sculpt our democracy 
into an increasingly inclusive system that en-
courages public participation, Arthur Green 
has left his own mark on our city. I look for-
ward to years of collaboration so we can cre-
ate a more inclusive, representative democ-
racy throughout our community. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
EDWARD WILLIAM LEAL 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 27, 2020 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Edward (Ed) William Leal 
as he celebrates his 100th birthday. Ed is a 
longtime resident of Concord and a former 
public servant for Contra Costa County. 

Ed was born in Oakland, California in Feb-
ruary 1920. His family lived in Oakley where 
his father was a butcher and ran a local gro-
cery store. Ed attended Antioch High School 
where he played varsity football, basketball, 
tennis, and track and field. He set numerous 
records, including one for pole-vaulting that 
stood for 27 years. While at Antioch High 
School, Ed also met his future wife, Wilma. 

Ed went on to study at the University of 
California, Berkeley where he was a member 
of the track and field team. However, Ed’s col-
legiate career was interrupted when he de-
cided to enlist in the United States Army Air 
Corps during World War II. He was stationed 
in North Africa as a member of the 49th Fight-
er Squadron. Before being deployed, Ed and 
Wilma wed in 1942. 

After Ed returned home from the war, he 
and Wilma moved to Concord where they 
raised their family. Ed worked for Contra 
Costa County, serving as the Assistant County 
Treasurer—Tax Collector. In 1970, Ed was 
elected as the County Treasurer—Tax Col-
lector and served two terms before retiring. 

Ed’s military service, commitment to his 
community, and his 9 grandchildren and 20 
great-grandchildren are a legacy to be proud 
of. Please join me in congratulating Ed on his 
100th birthday and his life of service. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 27, 2020 

Mr. RICHMOND. Madam Speaker, I was 
unable to be present for the following votes. 
Had I been present, I would have voted: YEA 
on Roll Call No. 71, the Emmett Till 
Antilynching Act, YEA on Roll Call No. 72, 
H.R. 4852, and YEA on Roll Call No. 73, H.R. 
2490. 
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