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(e) DUTIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall— 
(A) regularly provide advice to the Sec-

retary on and, subject to the discretion of 
the Committee, study issues relating to trib-
al transportation, including— 

(i) the tribal transportation program under 
section 202 of title 23, United States Code, in-
cluding— 

(I) the funding formula used to determine 
tribal shares under the tribal transportation 
program; and 

(II) the national tribal transportation fa-
cility inventory established under subsection 
(b)(1) of that section; 

(ii) the road maintenance program man-
aged by the Bureau of Indian Affairs; 

(iii) grants awarded to Indian tribes for 
public transportation using amounts made 
available under section 5311(c)(1) of title 49, 
United States Code; 

(iv) transportation safety within tribal res-
ervations, including— 

(I) traffic safety; and 
(II) safety partnerships with Federal, 

State, and local authorities; 
(v) the availability of transportation fund-

ing in the event of a natural disaster; and 
(vi) any other policies or procedures re-

lated to tribal transportation, as determined 
by the Committee; and 

(B) carry out the duties of the Tribal 
Transportation Program Coordinating Com-
mittee established under sections 170.135 
through 170.137 of title 25, Code of Federal 
Regulations (as in effect on the date of en-
actment of this Act). 

(2) BEST PRACTICES AND RECOMMENDA-
TIONS.—The Committee may, on a periodic 
basis, develop and present to the Secretary 
best practices and recommendations regard-
ing the issues described in clauses (i) 
through (vi) of paragraph (1)(A). 

(3) SUBCOMMITTEES.—The Committee may 
establish any subcommittees necessary to 
carry out the duties of the Committee. 

(f) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 
180 days after receiving any recommenda-
tions from the Committee under subsection 
(e)(2), the Secretary shall submit to the rel-
evant committees of Congress a report de-
scribing those recommendations. 

(g) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT.— 
Except as otherwise provided in this section, 
the Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 
U.S.C. App.) shall apply to the Committee 
and each subcommittee of the Committee. 

(h) DETAIL OF FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—On request of the Com-

mittee, the Secretary may detail, with or 
without reimbursement, any of the personnel 
of the Department of the Interior or, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Transpor-
tation, the Department of Transportation, to 
the Committee to assist the Committee in 
carrying out the duties of the Committee. 

(2) CIVIL SERVICE STATUS.—Any detail of a 
Federal employee under paragraph (1) shall 
not interrupt or otherwise affect the civil 
service status or privileges of the Federal 
employee being detailed. 

(i) PAYMENT AND EXPENSES.— 
(1) COMPENSATION.—Members of the Com-

mittee shall serve without pay. 
(2) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—Each member of the 

Committee shall receive, for a meeting 
called by the Secretary, travel expenses, in-
cluding per diem in lieu of subsistence, in ac-
cordance with sections 5702 and 5703 of title 
5, United States Code. 

(j) TERMINATION.—The Committee, includ-
ing subcommittees of the Committee, shall 
terminate on the date that is 10 years after 
the date of enactment of this Act. 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 506—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT THE UNITED 
STATES SHOULD INITIATE NEGO-
TIATIONS TO ENTER INTO A 
FREE TRADE AGREEMENT WITH 
THE REPUBLIC OF TUNISIA 
Mr. MURPHY (for himself and Mr. 

GRAHAM) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance: 

S. RES. 506 
Whereas Tunisia has been developing its 

democratic and market-economy institu-
tions since its democratic revolution in 2011; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
and Tunisia share core values, such as re-
spect for human rights, democracy, and the 
rule of law; 

Whereas the democratically elected Gov-
ernment of Tunisia has committed to com-
bat corruption and increase transparency 
and accountability in government institu-
tions, and should continue to work toward 
these important goals; 

Whereas the Government of Tunisia has 
implemented a number of economic reforms 
intended to encourage entrepreneurship and 
small business development, particularly in 
its tax and regulatory regimes, and has 
passed new laws on investment, public-pri-
vate partnerships, and bankruptcy; 

Whereas the efforts of the Government of 
Tunisia to reduce its budget deficit by tight-
ening government spending, reforming do-
mestic subsidies for fuel and foodstuffs, and 
allowing its currency to devalue through 
more exchange rate flexibility have arguably 
caused economic hardships for many fami-
lies; 

Whereas strong economic growth and in-
vestment would help provide the necessary 
resources to reduce unemployment in Tuni-
sia, as well as to further strengthen demo-
cratic institutions and solidify public sup-
port for democratic governance; 

Whereas a vibrant, stable, and prosperous 
democracy in the Middle East and North Af-
rica is in the interest of the United States; 

Whereas the political evolution of Tunisia 
stands as an inspiration for citizens of other 
states aspiring to establish the institutions 
of democracy after a history of autocratic 
rule; 

Whereas Tunisia continues to face serious 
threats to its security from violent extrem-
ist groups operating within the country as 
well as in neighboring countries; 

Whereas, in July 2015, the United States 
designated Tunisia as a major non-NATO 
ally; 

Whereas the Government of Tunisia has 
committed a significant portion of its budget 
to defense and interior ministries for 
counterterrorism in recent years, at the ex-
pense of economic and social development; 

Whereas Tunisia faces economic chal-
lenges, including high inflation and high un-
employment, especially among young 
Tunisians and college graduates; 

Whereas the United States is committed to 
continuing a strong economic partnership 
with Tunisia as its government undertakes 
reforms to transform its economy to meet 
the aspirations of all of the citizens of Tuni-
sia; 

Whereas closer engagement with Tunisia 
through trade negotiations would encourage 
even greater reform in Tunisia and build its 
capacity to further modernize and develop 
its economy; 

Whereas the United States is Tunisia’s 7th 
largest trading partner; 

Whereas bilateral trade between Tunisia 
and the United States has increased from 
$949,000,000 in 2011 to $1,200,000,000 in 2018, ac-
cording to the United States Census Bureau; 

Whereas the United States and Tunisia 
held the 8th round of Trade and Investment 
Framework Agreement (TIFA) talks in May 
2019; 

Whereas Tunisia is a member of the World 
Trade Organization; 

Whereas Tunisia is currently eligible for 
preferential duty treatment under the 
United States Generalized System of Pref-
erences program; 

Whereas the Bipartisan Congressional 
Trade Priorities and Accountability Act of 
2015 (TPA) (title I of Public Law 114–26) in-
cludes provisions to require that a trading 
partner adopt, implement, and enforce its 
own labor statutes, and that those statutes 
include internationally recognized core labor 
standards; and 

Whereas, pursuant to the Bipartisan Con-
gressional Trade Priorities and Account-
ability Act of 2015 (TPA), Congress has man-
dated that the President provide a 90-day no-
tification of intent to begin trade negotia-
tions and established principal negotiating 
objectives, which include that parties to a 
trade agreement combat corruption, trade in 
goods and services obtain competitive oppor-
tunities for export, and labor provisions are 
subject to the same dispute settlement pro-
cedures as all other obligations: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that the United States should initiate nego-
tiations to enter into a free trade agreement 
with Tunisia. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 507—SUP-
PORTING MINOR LEAGUE BASE-
BALL 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, Mrs. 

CAPITO, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. MENENDEZ, 
Mr. BROWN, Mr. MANCHIN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mr. GRASSLEY, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
Ms. ERNST, Ms. WARREN, Mr. MORAN, 
Mr. KAINE, and Mr. COTTON) submitted 
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation: 

S. RES. 507 

Whereas, each season for 15 consecutive 
years, more than 40,000,000 fans have at-
tended a Minor League Baseball game; 

Whereas Minor League Baseball provides 
wholesome, affordable entertainment in 160 
communities throughout the United States; 

Whereas, in 2018, Minor League Baseball 
clubs— 

(1) donated more than $45,000,000 in cash 
and in-kind gifts to the communities in 
which those clubs were located; and 

(2) completed more than 15,000 volunteer 
hours; 

Whereas the economic stimulus and devel-
opment provided by Minor League Baseball 
clubs extends beyond the cities and towns 
where Minor League Baseball games are 
played to a wide range of diverse geographic 
areas in which 80 percent of the people of the 
United States are located; 

Whereas Minor League Baseball is com-
mitted to promoting diversity and inclusion 
through— 

(1) the Copa de la Diversión initiative; 
(2) the MiLB Pride initiative; 
(3) the Fostering Inclusion through Edu-

cation and Leadership Development Program 
(commonly known as the ‘‘FIELD Pro-
gram’’); and 

(4) the Women in Baseball Leadership ini-
tiative; 
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Whereas Minor League Baseball is the first 

touchpoint with the ‘‘national pastime’’ for 
millions of youth, and the only touchpoint 
for youth located in communities far from 
cities in which Major League Baseball clubs 
are located; 

Whereas Congress has enacted numerous 
statutory exemptions and immunities to pre-
serve and sustain— 

(1) a system for Minor League Baseball; 
and 

(2) the relationship between Minor League 
Baseball and Major League Baseball; 

Whereas the proposed abandonment of 42 
Minor League Baseball clubs by Major 
League Baseball would devastate commu-
nities, bond purchasers, and other stake-
holders that rely on the economic stimulus 
that those Minor League Baseball clubs pro-
vide; 

Whereas Minor League Baseball facilities 
not only house the affiliated team, but also 
serve as venues for community events and 
other sporting competitions; 

Whereas Minor League Baseball clubs en-
rich the lives of millions of people in the 
United States each year through economic, 
social, cultural, and charitable contribu-
tions; and 

Whereas the preservation of Minor League 
Baseball clubs in 160 communities across the 
United States is in the public interest, as 
those clubs will continue to provide afford-
able, family-friendly entertainment to those 
communities: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the preservation of Minor 

League Baseball clubs in 160 communities 
across the United States; 

(2) recognizes the unique social, economic, 
and historical contributions that Minor 
League Baseball has made to the lives and 
culture of the people of the United States; 
and 

(3) encourages the continuation in 160 com-
munities across the United States of the 117- 
year foundation of Minor League Baseball 
through the continued affiliation of the 
Minor League Baseball clubs in those com-
munities with Major League Baseball. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 508—COM-
MEMORATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE HISTORIC 
SEATING OF HIRAM RHODES 
REVELS AS THE FIRST AFRICAN 
AMERICAN UNITED STATES SEN-
ATOR 

Mr. WICKER (for himself, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Ms. BALDWIN, Mrs. BLACKBURN, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. BOOZ-
MAN, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. BURR, 
Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. CASEY, Mr. CASSIDY, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mr. COONS, Mr. CORNYN, Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. COTTON, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. 
DAINES, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, 
Ms. ERNST, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. FISCH-
ER, Mr. GARDNER, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mr. HAWLEY, Mr. HEINRICH, 
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. 
JOHNSON, Mr. JONES, Mr. KAINE, Mr. 
KING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LANKFORD, 
Mr. LEAHY, Mrs. LOEFFLER, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. MORAN, 
Mr. PAUL, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. PETERS, 
Mr. RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. ROMNEY, 
Ms. ROSEN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS, 
Mr. SASSE, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCOTT of 
Florida, Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. SMITH, Mr. TESTER, 

Mr. TILLIS, Mr. UDALL, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Mr. WARNER, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. ROUNDS, and 
Mr. BENNET) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 508 

Whereas Hiram Rhodes Revels (referred to 
in this preamble as ‘‘Hiram Revels’’) was 
born a free African American on September 
27, 1827, in Fayetteville, Cumberland County, 
North Carolina; 

Whereas Hiram Revels understood the im-
portance of education from an early age in 
North Carolina, where he received a sec-
ondary school education at a school run by a 
free black woman; 

Whereas, after being denied the ability to 
advance his education in North Carolina, 
Hiram Revels attended postsecondary 
schools where he cultivated his faith, includ-
ing Beech Grove Quaker Seminary in Union 
County, Indiana, Darke County Seminary in 
Ohio, and, later, Knox College in Galesburg, 
Illinois; 

Whereas Hiram Revels served as an or-
dained minister to African Methodist Epis-
copal congregations across the United 
States, including congregations in Maryland 
and Missouri, which were both slave States 
at the time of his service; 

Whereas Hiram Revels, a talented orator 
and preacher, practiced and promoted his 
faith, which informed and encouraged his ef-
forts to advance education for free African 
Americans; 

Whereas Hiram Revels— 
(1) was dedicated to the fight for freedom; 
(2) served in the military; 
(3) aided in the recruitment of members for 

regiments of the United States Colored 
Troops, including 2 regiments established in 
Maryland and 1 regiment established in Mis-
souri; and 

(4) served as the chaplain for members of 
the United States Colored Troops in Vicks-
burg, Mississippi, in 1864; 

Whereas Hiram Revels courageously 
stepped forward to engage in civic life in the 
aftermath of the Civil War by serving as— 

(1) an alderman for Natchez, Mississippi, in 
1868; 

(2) a Mississippi State senator in 1870; and 
(3) the Secretary of State ad interim of 

Mississippi in 1873; 
Whereas the State legislature of Mis-

sissippi elected Hiram Revels to fill a va-
cancy in 1 of its 2 seats in the United States 
Senate with 1 year remaining on the term of 
the seat; 

Whereas, despite challenges to his creden-
tials, Hiram Revels was seated in the United 
States Senate on February 25, 1870, becoming 
the first African American to serve as a 
Member of Congress; 

Whereas Hiram Revels represented Mis-
sissippi in the United States Senate for a pe-
riod of 1 year from February 25, 1870, until 
March 3, 1871; 

Whereas Hiram Revels was the first of only 
10 African American Senators to serve 
among the nearly 2,000 men and women who 
have served as Senators in the history of the 
United States Senate as of the date of intro-
duction of this resolution; 

Whereas Hiram Revels was a Reconstruc-
tion era Republican Senator who helped to 
advance the United States, including in edu-
cation, military service, civic engagement, 
and community service; 

Whereas February 25, 2020, marks the 150th 
anniversary of the United States Senate— 

(1) rejecting the challenges to the creden-
tials of Hiram Revels; and 

(2) voting 48 to 8 to seat Hiram Revels as 
the first African American to serve in Con-
gress; 

Whereas, following his engagement in civic 
life, Hiram Revels— 

(1) served as the first president of Alcorn 
Agricultural and Mechanical College in Clai-
borne County, Mississippi, which was the 
first African American land grant college in 
the United States; and 

(2) later taught theology and served as a 
member of the Board of Trustees at Rust 
College, formerly known as Shaw College, in 
Holly Springs, Mississippi; 

Whereas Hiram Revels died on January 16, 
1901, in Aberdeen, Mississippi and was laid to 
rest in Hill Crest Cemetery in Holly Springs, 
Mississippi; and 

Whereas the life and service of Hiram 
Rhodes Revels remain a symbol of the ideals 
of the United States, including the principle 
that all men are created equal: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors the life, accomplishments, and 

legacy of Hiram Rhodes Revels; 
(2) recognizes the commitment of Hiram 

Rhodes Revels to fighting for equality and 
social justice; 

(3) celebrates the legacy that Hiram 
Rhodes Revels left to guide and inspire fu-
ture generations; and 

(4) commemorates the 150th anniversary of 
the historic seating of Hiram Rhodes Revels 
as the first African American United States 
Senator. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 509—CALL-
ING UPON THE UNITED NATIONS 
SECURITY COUNCIL TO ADOPT A 
RESOLUTION ON IRAN THAT EX-
TENDS THE DATES BY WHICH 
ANNEX B RESTRICTIONS UNDER 
RESOLUTION 2231 ARE CUR-
RENTLY SET TO EXPIRE 

Mr. TOOMEY (for himself, Ms. 
ROSEN, Mr. GARDNER, and Mr. COONS) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 509 

Whereas, on July 20, 2015, the United Na-
tions Security Council adopted Resolution 
2231; 

Whereas Annex B of Resolution 2231 im-
posed a number of restrictions on Iran and 
on arms technology suppliers to Iran that 
will soon begin expiring; 

Whereas the Government of Iran has never 
accepted the Annex B restrictions as legiti-
mate and has not agreed to abide by them; 

Whereas Annex B of Resolution 2231 im-
posed an arms embargo on Iran that requires 
Security Council approval for, among other 
things, the sale or transfer to Iran of battle 
tanks, armored combat vehicles, large-cal-
iber artillery systems, combat aircraft, at-
tack helicopters, warships, missiles, and mis-
sile systems including man-portable air-de-
fense systems; 

Whereas the arms embargo has limited the 
flow of advanced conventional weapons to 
Iran; 

Whereas some United Nations member 
states are already preparing to provide Iran 
with advanced weapons systems upon expira-
tion of the arms embargo; 

Whereas Russian state news services have 
reported that the Russian Federation and 
Iran are negotiating an arms sale that will 
provide Iran with artillery systems, heli-
copters, combat aircraft, and tanks; 

Whereas the arms embargo in Annex B of 
Resolution 2231 will expire on October 18, 
2020; 
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