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(e) DUTIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall—

(A) regularly provide advice to the Sec-
retary on and, subject to the discretion of
the Committee, study issues relating to trib-
al transportation, including—

(i) the tribal transportation program under
section 202 of title 23, United States Code, in-
cluding—

(I) the funding formula used to determine
tribal shares under the tribal transportation
program; and

(IT) the national tribal transportation fa-
cility inventory established under subsection
(b)(1) of that section;

(ii) the road maintenance program man-
aged by the Bureau of Indian Affairs;

(iii) grants awarded to Indian tribes for
public transportation using amounts made
available under section 5311(c)(1) of title 49,
United States Code;

(iv) transportation safety within tribal res-
ervations, including—

(I) traffic safety; and

(IT) safety partnerships
State, and local authorities;

(v) the availability of transportation fund-
ing in the event of a natural disaster; and

(vi) any other policies or procedures re-
lated to tribal transportation, as determined
by the Committee; and

(B) carry out the duties of the Tribal
Transportation Program Coordinating Com-
mittee established under sections 170.135
through 170.137 of title 25, Code of Federal
Regulations (as in effect on the date of en-
actment of this Act).

(2) BEST PRACTICES AND RECOMMENDA-
TIONS.—The Committee may, on a periodic
basis, develop and present to the Secretary
best practices and recommendations regard-
ing the issues described in clauses (i)
through (vi) of paragraph (1)(A).

(3) SUBCOMMITTEES.—The Committee may
establish any subcommittees necessary to
carry out the duties of the Committee.

(f) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
180 days after receiving any recommenda-
tions from the Committee under subsection
(e)(2), the Secretary shall submit to the rel-
evant committees of Congress a report de-
scribing those recommendations.

(g) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT.—
Except as otherwise provided in this section,
the Federal Advisory Committee Act (b
U.S.C. App.) shall apply to the Committee
and each subcommittee of the Committee.

(h) DETAIL OF FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—On request of the Com-
mittee, the Secretary may detail, with or
without reimbursement, any of the personnel
of the Department of the Interior or, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Transpor-
tation, the Department of Transportation, to
the Committee to assist the Committee in
carrying out the duties of the Committee.

(2) CIVIL SERVICE STATUS.—Any detail of a
Federal employee under paragraph (1) shall
not interrupt or otherwise affect the civil
service status or privileges of the Federal
employee being detailed.

(i) PAYMENT AND EXPENSES.—

(1) COMPENSATION.—Members of the Com-
mittee shall serve without pay.

(2) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—Each member of the
Committee shall receive, for a meeting
called by the Secretary, travel expenses, in-
cluding per diem in lieu of subsistence, in ac-
cordance with sections 5702 and 5703 of title
5, United States Code.

(j) TERMINATION.—The Committee, includ-
ing subcommittees of the Committee, shall
terminate on the date that is 10 years after
the date of enactment of this Act.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 506—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE UNITED

STATES SHOULD INITIATE NEGO-
TIATIONS TO ENTER INTO A
FREE TRADE AGREEMENT WITH
THE REPUBLIC OF TUNISIA

Mr. MURPHY (for himself and Mr.
GRAHAM) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance:

S. REs. 506

Whereas Tunisia has been developing its
democratic and market-economy institu-
tions since its democratic revolution in 2011;

Whereas the people of the United States
and Tunisia share core values, such as re-
spect for human rights, democracy, and the
rule of law;

Whereas the democratically elected Gov-
ernment of Tunisia has committed to com-
bat corruption and increase transparency
and accountability in government institu-
tions, and should continue to work toward
these important goals;

Whereas the Government of Tunisia has
implemented a number of economic reforms
intended to encourage entrepreneurship and
small business development, particularly in
its tax and regulatory regimes, and has
passed new laws on investment, public-pri-
vate partnerships, and bankruptcy;

Whereas the efforts of the Government of
Tunisia to reduce its budget deficit by tight-
ening government spending, reforming do-
mestic subsidies for fuel and foodstuffs, and
allowing its currency to devalue through
more exchange rate flexibility have arguably
caused economic hardships for many fami-
lies;

Whereas strong economic growth and in-
vestment would help provide the necessary
resources to reduce unemployment in Tuni-
sia, as well as to further strengthen demo-
cratic institutions and solidify public sup-
port for democratic governance;

Whereas a vibrant, stable, and prosperous
democracy in the Middle East and North Af-
rica is in the interest of the United States;

Whereas the political evolution of Tunisia
stands as an inspiration for citizens of other
states aspiring to establish the institutions
of democracy after a history of autocratic
rule;

Whereas Tunisia continues to face serious
threats to its security from violent extrem-
ist groups operating within the country as
well as in neighboring countries;

Whereas, in July 2015, the United States
designated Tunisia as a major non-NATO
ally;

Whereas the Government of Tunisia has
committed a significant portion of its budget
to defense and interior ministries for
counterterrorism in recent years, at the ex-
pense of economic and social development;

Whereas Tunisia faces economic chal-
lenges, including high inflation and high un-
employment, especially among young
Tunisians and college graduates;

Whereas the United States is committed to
continuing a strong economic partnership
with Tunisia as its government undertakes
reforms to transform its economy to meet
the aspirations of all of the citizens of Tuni-
sia;

Whereas closer engagement with Tunisia
through trade negotiations would encourage
even greater reform in Tunisia and build its
capacity to further modernize and develop
its economy;

Whereas the United States is Tunisia’s 7th
largest trading partner;
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Whereas bilateral trade between Tunisia
and the United States has increased from
$949,000,000 in 2011 to $1,200,000,000 in 2018, ac-
cording to the United States Census Bureau;

Whereas the United States and Tunisia
held the 8th round of Trade and Investment
Framework Agreement (TIFA) talks in May
2019;

Whereas Tunisia is a member of the World
Trade Organization;

Whereas Tunisia is currently eligible for
preferential duty treatment under the
United States Generalized System of Pref-
erences program;

Whereas the Bipartisan Congressional
Trade Priorities and Accountability Act of
2015 (TPA) (title I of Public Law 114-26) in-
cludes provisions to require that a trading
partner adopt, implement, and enforce its
own labor statutes, and that those statutes
include internationally recognized core labor
standards; and

Whereas, pursuant to the Bipartisan Con-
gressional Trade Priorities and Account-
ability Act of 2015 (TPA), Congress has man-
dated that the President provide a 90-day no-
tification of intent to begin trade negotia-
tions and established principal negotiating
objectives, which include that parties to a
trade agreement combat corruption, trade in
goods and services obtain competitive oppor-
tunities for export, and labor provisions are
subject to the same dispute settlement pro-
cedures as all other obligations: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that the United States should initiate nego-
tiations to enter into a free trade agreement
with Tunisia.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION  507—SUP-
PORTING MINOR LEAGUE BASE-
BALL

Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, Mrs.
CAPITO, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. MENENDEZ,
Mr. BROWN, Mr. MANCHIN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mr. GRASSLEY, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Ms. ERNST, Ms. WARREN, Mr. MORAN,
Mr. KAINE, and Mr. COTTON) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation:

S. RES. 507

Whereas, each season for 15 consecutive
years, more than 40,000,000 fans have at-
tended a Minor League Baseball game;

Whereas Minor League Baseball provides
wholesome, affordable entertainment in 160
communities throughout the United States;

Whereas, in 2018, Minor League Baseball
clubs—

(1) donated more than $45,000,000 in cash
and in-kind gifts to the communities in
which those clubs were located; and

(2) completed more than 15,000 volunteer
hours;

Whereas the economic stimulus and devel-
opment provided by Minor League Baseball
clubs extends beyond the cities and towns
where Minor League Baseball games are
played to a wide range of diverse geographic
areas in which 80 percent of the people of the
United States are located;

Whereas Minor League Baseball is com-
mitted to promoting diversity and inclusion
through— 3

(1) the Copa de la Diversion initiative;

(2) the MiLLB Pride initiative;

(3) the Fostering Inclusion through Edu-
cation and Leadership Development Program
(commonly known as the “FIELD Pro-
gram’’); and

(4) the Women in Baseball Leadership ini-
tiative;
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